[ ¢ ETSTORY OF US.S. STIVERSIDES (53236)

The famous USS SIIVERSIDES was brought into life on 4 November 1940, when
her keel was laid at the Javy Yard, lare Island, California. She was ‘launehed
on 26 August 1941, by Mrs. J.J. Hogan. When she was commissioned at lere
Island on 15 December 1941, the shiv was under the comand of Lieutenant Comm-
ander Creed C. Burlingame, USN. Since the attack on Pearl Harbor had just
been made, the SILVERSIDES was immediately sent out to make her test funs so
that she could be vpressed inte service as soon as possible. Shakedown runs
and contact torpedo firings were made at San Diegn, then the shiv returned to
hare Island for her accevtance tiials and deen dive. On Aoril 4 1942, she
was ready to be tested in battle and went to Pearl Harbor for a veriod of
training before making her first war vatrol.

FIRST PATROL - - - under command of Lt-Comdr. Creed C. Burlingeme, USN.
The SILVERSIDES began her war vatrol exverience when she left Pezrl Harbor on
30 Aoril 1942, for her first war vatrol in enemy controlled waters. This
petrol was the first of a series of outstanding successes which have charact-
erized the history of this famous shive. The entire vatrol, which lested for
52 days, was conducted in the area of KII SUIDO. The combat insignia was
awarded for the followingz damage done to the enemy;

SURK 1 Submarine 1,400 tons
1 Trawler 350 tons

1 Suvnly Shio 5,477 tons

1 Su»oly Shio 8,800 tons

1 Naval huriliary 9,600 tons

TOTAL 25,627 tons

DAMAGED 1 Tanker 10,000 tons
TOTAL SUNK AND DAMAGED 35,7427 tons

The Trawler was sunk by gunfire. All other shivs were attacked with
torpedoes. It was during this matrol, in her initial engagement, that the
SILVERSIDES suffered her first and only versonnel casualty. NIKE HARBIN, TM3c,
US¥. was killed while working as a second loader in a gun battle with an
armed Trawler. On 21 June 1942, the battle tired SILVERSIDES returned to the
Submarine Base, Pearl Harbor; for rest and refit. !

SECOND PATROL - - - under command of lt-Comdr. Creed C. Burlingame, US.
After a2 normal refit theSILVERSIDES again demarted from Pearl Harbor on 15
July 1942, for her second war natrol. This »atrol was in and around the area
of ICHIYE SAKI and lasted for 55 days. It was another outstanding success,
and the combat insignia was awvarded for the following damages:

SUNK: 1 Passenger-Freighter 7,500 tons
1 Passenger-Freighter 7,000 tons

1 Trawler 500 tons

1 Trawler .._250 tons

TOTAL 15,250 tons

Dfé%f.GED. 1 Tanker ; 5,400 tons
g 1 Travler 350 tons

TOT/AL 5.,77 50 tons

TOTAL SUNK #.MD DA:AGED 21,00 “ons

The Trawler was attacked by gunfire while all attacks on the other ships
were made with torvednes. On 8 Sentember 1942, the shiv returned te Pearl
Harbor to be refitted by the US3 SPERRY.

THIRD PATROL - - - under coummand of Lt-Comdr. Creed C. Burlingame, USN.
On 2 October 1942, the SILVERSIDES was off for another vatrol. This time she
explored the waters about TRUK, NEW IRELAND, and BUKA. UVhile not as out-
standing as her first two vatrols, the combat insignia was awarded for twn
more ships which were added to the SILVERSIDES growing list:

SUNK ' 1 Freighter-Transport 11,200 tons
(14TLA MARU)
1 Varshin 1,300 tons

(BELIEVED A DESTROYER) S
TOTAL 12,500 tons

!.1-.‘1 attacks were made with torpedoes. After this 5S4 day »atrol, the
SIL}/ER;IDES made its first visit to /ustralia. She arrived at Brisbane on
25 November 1942 to be refitted by the USS SPIRRY.
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1 FOURTH PATROL - - under command of Lt-Cemdr. Creed C. Burlingame, USN.
The SILVEXSIDES left Brisbane on 17 December 1942 for her fourth war patrol.
It lasted for 45 days, and the entire period on station was spent around NEW
TRELAND. Another combat insignia was awarded for the following damage to the

enemy &

SUNK 1 Tanker 10,910 tons

DAMAGED 1 Supply Ship 7,210 tons
1 Supply Ship 5,155 tons
1 Submarine 1,995 tons

Total 14,360 tons

TOTAL HUNK AND DAMAGED
24,370 tons

A1l attacks were made with torpecoes. It was during this patrol that one of
the most wnique events of the submarine war occured. Shortly after the ship
left Brisbane, George Platter, Fireman 3c, had an acute attack of appendicitis,
and it was evident that an operation was imperative. In spite of the limited
facilities available, the operation was ably perfornmed by T.A. Moore, PuM 1c,
on 22 December 1942, No complications developed, even when the patient was
thrown out of his bunk in a depth charge attack shortly after the operation.

On 31 January 1943, the SILVBRSIDES came wack to Pearl Harbor to undergo a
Navy Yard ovcrheule

¥IFTH PATROL - - under command of Lt-Comdr. Crecd C Burlingeme, USN.
Patrol report for this patrol was not available and information is approximated.
After a threc month period of overhaul the SILVEK3IDES was again ready to go
after Japanese shipping. On her fifth patrol, however, her primary mission
was to lay mines in the area around Bougainville. Besides accomplishing this
she torpedoecd and sank a. 10,000 ton transport. Another combat insignia was
awarded for the fifth and last successful n»atrol under Commander Burlingame.

On 1 July 1943 the SILVER.IDES arrived at Brisbane, hustralia, for a normal
refit.

STATH PATROL - - under cormend of Lt-Comdr. J.S. Coye, Jr., USN.
The SILVERSIDES left Brisbane on 21 July 1943 on the sixth patrol. She now
had & nev skipper, Lt-Comdr. J.S. Coye., Jr. UsK, but, unfortunately, this was
the first patrol for which the combat insignia was not awarded, A series of
premature torpedoes wnd heart breeking misscs prevented any-successes. “he
patrol was conducted along the T UK=-0 IoMARK and THUK-R.baUL shipping lanes.
On 4 September 1943 end after 54 days of discourging experiences, the
SILVEASIUES returncd to brisbane for refit.

SLVLKTH PATHKOL - - under coiniand of Lt-Comdr. J.5. Coye., Jr. USN.
The seventh patrol was another outstanding success for the SILVoltsIDLs. It
began on 5 October 1943 and lasted only 3. deys. The combat insignia "sawarded
for the following desmage inflicted in that short time:

SUNK 1 Froighter (TalRal MARU Class) 7,000 tons
1 Freighter (Class unknown) 7,000.tons
1 Freighter (Kes.U NARU Class) 1,893 tons

1 Freighter (JOHORE MaRU Class)
Total

6,182 tons
22,075 tons

One 5,000 ton freighter (Class unknown) was damaged. All attacks wcre by
torpedoes. The patrol was conducted in the operatimﬁﬁ. area of Task Force T2
( SOLOOL 5=b Il iaRKS=1135W GULL4) enroutc to Pearl Harbor. The ship arrived at
the Submerine Base at Pearl Harbor on 8 Noverber 1943 tor a normal refit.

LIGHT PaTROL - - under cormand of Lt-Comdr. J.S. Coye., Jr. USN.
The SILVE.GIDLS continued making new successes in her eighth patrol. Leaving
on 4 December 1943, she conducted a 49 day patrol around the PiLal Islands.
The combat insignia was awardcd f{pr threc more ships sunk and two damaged:

5L NK 1 Tanker 7,000 tons
1 ¥rcighter 5,500 tons

1 Passcnger-Freighter Total _6,000 tons

Total 18,500 tons

DolsGio 1 Freighter 4,000 tons
1 Freighter 4,000 tons

Total 8,000 tois

TUTSL SUNK 4D DAILGED 27,500 tons
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b A1l ships werc attacked by torpcdocs. The principal cngagement was a night

¢ suffzce attack and 20 torpedoce were fired in a2l1l. Lt onc point the
JILVE/SIDLS found hcrsclf in the cmberzssing position of being numbcr two

ship in the starbosrd column of the convoy, but the enemy was too busy looking
clsewhere to noticc. A total of thre ships were sunk and onc damaged in this
attack. Llso during this patrol & rcconnzisance of 'wKL was made and pict-
ures we_e token. On 15 January 1944 the SILVER,IDES returned to Pearl Harbor
to be refitted by the USs SPhicdf end take & wcll earned rest.

LITH PsTHOL - - under command of Lt-Comdr. J.5. Coys., Jr. TSk,
The ninth patrol bcgan on 15 February 1944 wes conducted in the erea west of
the Mudiiki.s, relul, and ¢UD'EL. It was the fourth patrol umder thc cormand

of Commander Coyc and another combat insignia was zwerded. The following
damage was done to the cncmy by torpedo fire:

SUNK 1 Frcighter 3,000 tons
1 Freighter 4,5000tons
Total 7,500 tons

on 8 april 1944, 53 days after leaving Pearl Herbor, the SILVLASIDES arrived
at tho Submarine Base, risbane, sustralia, for refit.

TLWTH PATROL - - under command of Lt-Comdr. J.S. Coye., Jr USN,
The tenth patrol wes a highlight in the colorful patrol record of the
SILVERSIDES. Five nore ships were sunk and thres morc daneged for a total
of 41,600 tons. This brought the total score to dztc to 133,407 tons sunk
and 71,210 tons damaged. The patrol began on 26 .pril 1944, and was conducted
eround the M.HL:i.S Islznds. The following is 2 brezkdown of damage for
which the combat insignia was awarded.

SUNK 1 Tremsport (TLTUHL.XKU M.RU) 6,300 tons
1 Transport MIKLGE MARU) 4,300 tons

1 Frcighter 5,000 tons

1 Freighter 5,000 tons

1 Freighter 3,000 tons

Totel 23,600 tons

DuluGED 1 Freighter 5,000 tons
1 freighter 5,000 tons

1 Transport (sTUL. HMaRU) 8,000 tons

Total 18,000 tons

TOPLL SULK i) D.MoGED Ly ,£00 tons

411 attacks werc made by torpedces. In one zttack on 2z convoy # very
favorable set up of over lapping targets was obtiincd. Five different targets
were struck by the six torpedoes fired. Thrcc sank «nd at lcast one was
hcavily damaged. On 11 June after 41 days of patrol, thc SILVriSID:S arrived
et the Submerine Base Pcarl Harbor. On 13 June, she procceded to Mzrc Island
California for a liavy Yard Overhaul.

ELEVINTH P.THOL - - under command of Cormander J.S5. Coye Jr., USN,

On 4 Septcmber 1944, the SILVEIDES left Marc Islzand cnroute to Peerl
Harbor. She arrived on 12 Scptember and begin a twclve day period of voyagoe
rcpairs and training. On 24 ocptember she dcparted on her cleventh patrol.
This patrol was conductcd in two places. The first was = 41 day pcriod with
& wolf pack zround FOHI.Os.. and KYUSHU. .lthough no dsamuge wns done to tho
cneny, the SILVESIVES went through onc of her most cxeiting 2nd hazardous
expericnces. When it was epparcnt that « number of cnemy patrol vcssels

were closing in on the badly damzged USS S.1iON, the oILVE (SIDZB surfazced in
order to distract thcir attention. The mincuver succceded for the S.LEON
while the S1LVL+SIDLS dove and cvaacd the vesscls which turncd their attention
to her. The SILVERSIDES and the UsS TRIGGER escorted the S. 110N back to basc.
The company of ships arrived at 5.IP.N on 3 Hovember 1944, 41 days after
leaving PearlBeroor. The SILVL 5IUES remained seven days for voyage rcp-irs
end thcn left for a 14 d=y anti-patrol vessel sweeop 2long with six other sub-
worincs around the BOWTIN Islands. This was the second part of the cleventh
petrol. The SILViIULS wes aw-rccd the combat insignia for demaging one 2000
ton patrol Vessel by punfire. She arrived at 1.ZJ..Y on 23 lLiovember 1944 for
refit. This wes her last patrol undcr Co pandcr Coye, who was relicved by
Commonder J.C. liichols, Uik,

TYELFTH Pu.THOL - - under commznd of Corm#nderJ.C. liichols, USH,
The twelfth patrol begand 12 December 1944 and was conductcd in the Ecst
China Sez., . torpcdo atteck was msic on 2 lirge .K, belicved to be # 6,800
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yton APLE Class freighter. Sinec proof of sinking was not avzilable at the .
" time, credit was given for dnmaging thc'vesscl, and the combat insignia was y
i not awardcd. However, JIGPO. hss since roportcd that the vessel wis the
4,556 ton iul.Y 1L.RU #nd was actunlly sunk in the attack. Credit was later
given and the combat insignin was awerded for a successful patrol. ..fter 49
deys st sea, the ship returncd to /D', on 12 February 1945 to be rofitted
by the UsSS ..EGIR.

THIKTENTH P.THOL - - under command of Commender J.C. Nichols, USN.
The SILVE SIDES 1oft liI)'n.Y on 9 March 1945 on her thirtconth war patrol.
It was a 51 day patrol, conducted in the orea of thc BUKGO SUL)O. .nother
success wis rung up for the SILVE.SIDLU. The combet insignic was awerded for
sinking a 2,000 ton freighter by torpedo firc and d-pmaging a 450 ton travler
by gunfire. The ship returned to Pearl Harbor for rafit on 29 ..pril 1945.

FOUKTEIGTH PuTi0L - - undor command of Cormender J.C. Nichols, USN.
On 30 May 1945 tho MIGHTY SILVLRGIDES left Pearl Harbor on her fourtccnth
and last war potrol. It consisted of lifeguard duty in the SHIKCIU «and
HOMSHU arcns. The combat insignia was awarded for rescuing two aviators:

ond Licutenant J. E. Hinklc, US..F on 22 July 1945
Licutcnant B V. Burtch, UoiR, from Uss LuDEiTAJENCE on 24 July 1945

after 62 dzys of patrol, thc SILVCRSIDLS arrived at GUM on 30 -July 1945 for
refit by the Uss SPERRY, The cnd of thc war found thc ship rendy to start
out on hcr fiftcenth patrol. Orders were reccived, however, to procacd to
Penrl Herbor and the SILV 2oIDLG lcft GUili on 18 sugust 1945, tc begin her
long trip homec. ' The ship remnincd at Pearl Herber only onc day rnd thcn pro-
cceded to Wew York, via tho Pemspa Cani<l. She poorcd ot Picr #10, U.S. Naval
Fronticr Basc, Tompkinsvillc, Staten Island, New York on 21 Septcmber 1945.
Home from the dengers of the decp, honc from good hunting was the nighty
submarine "SILVERSIDES"

ilthough her war carcer is over, the SILVLRSIDES has not outlived her
uscfulness. By a directive detcd Deccmber 1946, US> 5ILVL HIDES (-GSS 235)
now acts as a Reserve Treining Submarine for the Hinth Naval District. She
is permancntly ticd up'at the cnd of Randolph Strect along side the Navel
«rmory in Chicago, Ill.

PRESIDENTL.L UNIT CIT.TION

On behelf of the President, Scerctery of the lavy, Jenes Forrcstal pre-
scnted the SILVLIIDES with the Pisi-TLL UJIT CTL.TIUn, which recads:

"For outstinding porformence in combat during the Fourth, Fifth, Scvcnth,
«nd Tenth War P trols in encmy Japencsc-controlled waters. Daring in-her
trctics #nd tonscious in the face of particularly hazardous conditions, the
Uss SILVE:IDLS tracked her targets with rclentless agression. In audccious
difiance of hcavy cncmy cscorts 7né air opposition, sh: boldly penctrated
hostilc scrcens to launch her torpedoes,  striking repeetcdly at overy quarter
with dovestating results to the Japuncse in the destruction of twenty four
ships and cstensive damege donc to additionel vesscls. Her oxceptional
skill snd her intrcpid fulfillment of perilous nissions n«cessary to defeat
a ficrecly dctornined foc attest the superb coilbat re: dincss of her gnllant
officcrs and men."

USS SILVLASIDES eurncd twelve Battle Sters on the i.sictic-Pacific Azca
Service Mcdal, for participating in the following operations:

1 Stnr/bﬁpturc snd Defcnsc of Gundalcanal —- 10 Lugust 1942 to 8 February 1943.

1 St?r/Okinswﬁ Gunto Operation
wssault «nd Occupation of Okinmwa Gunto -- 24 Merch to 30 Junc 1945.

1 Stur/Third Flect Operntions against Japsn -- 10 July to 15 sugust 1945.

1 Star/Eastern New Guinca Operntion
Finschhafen ‘Occupetion -- 22 September 1943 to 17 Fobrunry 1944.

1 Ster/subnarine ler P trol - Pacific -- 30 ..pril to 21 Junc 1942.
1 Star/Subparine VWir Patrol - Pacific -- 15 July ¥ 8 Septenber- 1942,

1 Stor/Submarine War Patrol - Pacific -- 17 Hay to-1 July 1943.
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1 Star/Submarine War Patrol - Pacific -- 4 December 1943 to 15 Januiry 1944
1 Star/Subnarinc War Patrol - Prcific -- 15 February to 8 .pril 1944.
1 Ster/Subms.rine War Patrol - Pacific -- 26 ~pril to 11 Junc 1944.
1 Star/ﬁubn'rine wrr Petrol - Prcific -- 24 Septcuber to 23 Liovember 1944
1 Star/éubuarine War Patrol - Pacific -- 22 Doccrber 1944 to 12 Februery 1945
5Ui1L.RY OF P.TROL RESULTS
Number Humber ond Total ton- liumber and Total ton- Totel number
of Type of Ships &ge of Type of Ships nge of Ships Lviators
Patrol _ _ Swk__ _ _Ships Sunk Demaged  _ _ _Damngod _ _Rescued  _ _
1. | 1 Subnarine 25,627 tonsi1 Tanker 10,000 tons
i 1 Trawler |
i 2 Supply Ships| i
| 1
2. | 2 Passenger- 15,250 tons 1 Tanker 5,750 tons i
: Freightcrs | 1 Trawler
. 2 Trawlcers
' i H !
3 " 1 Freighter- (12,500 tons; i
Trensport !
1 Warship i
4. ! 1 Tanker {10,010 tons|2 Swpply Ships| 14,360 tons
§ 1 Submarine
5e ; 1 Transport :10,000 tons! (Lpproximated from information availewle)
6 : : f
1 i 4 Freighters !22,075 tonsi1 Frcighter 5,000 tons
H | !
8. | 1 Tanker : 18,500 tonsiz Freighters | 8,000 tons
| 2 Freighters T |
: { i
9. . 2 Freighters 7,500 tons! i
10. ' 2 Trensports 23,600 tons§1 Transport 18,000 tons
3 Frcighters :2 Freighters
i 1
14'e ! i1 Patrol 7,000 tons
| Vessel
92, . "1 Supply Ship |
| i
13. ' 1 Supply Ship : 2,000 tons|1 Trawler ' 450 t-ns
i
0 ’ ] i
.1.4_'._,5 ——————— -&- ————— -L- ————————————— ..&_E.VI_Q....__
Totzel H g ! !
5" | 29 W7,062 tons| 15 168,560 tons | TWO
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