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HISTORY OF USS TANG (88 306)

USS TANG, in ner short but brilliant cureer identifiled
asrself as one of the U.3, Navy's fightingest shipse In flve war
patrols into enemy controlled waters the TANG sank about 100,000
tons of Japanese shipping, rescued twenty-two Naval aviators, ang
conducted her pstrols in such a fashion that they will long remaln
high in the anril: of submarine warfare.

g The results of TANG's dramatic battles proved to be of 1m-

“‘measurable assistance toward the Allied conguest of the Pacific,
TANG exacted a terrific toll on enemy shipping at a time when the
enemy could 111 afford to lose even a single unit.

: It might be saild that the TANG was predestined to be a success
Her keel was laid 15 January 1943% in the Navy Yard, Mare Island,
-California. Seven months leter she slid down the ways and entered
+ into her true element. Sponsor at the launching was Mrs, Antonilo
;9. Pitre, wife of Commander Pitre who was then production officer
&t the Navy Yard, Mare Island, California. Two months later, on
15 October 1943, TANG was commissioned, a full-fledged modern sub-
marine in the U.3, Navy.

e Lisutenant Comwander Richard O'Kane, USN, former Executlve
Officer of the famed USS WAHOO took command, Lt. Murry B. Frazes,
Jr., vwent aboard as Executive Officer., Under the capable guidance
of these seasoned submariners, TANG was put through her paces in the
San Diego are. and after sighteen days of intensive tralning exercis
left for Pearl Herbor, arriving there on 8 January 1944, Nineteen
more days of training followed and then TANG reported ready to wage
yWar against the enemy. : s
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v+ On 22 Jannary 1944, TANG departed frow Pearl on her Lirst wap
patrol. The patrcl was conducted in the Caroline and Marlanas Tglan.
trea and the sarly part of the patrol consisted of lifeguard duty
for dovwned planes in the vicinity of Wake and Truk. TANG, however,
Was not called on for rescue services. Upon being released from
lifeguard duty, TANG went out in search of prey. %
5

Early in the morning on 17 February, & convoy of two freighter
Wwlth neavy escort of a destroyer and five smaller vessels was con--
tacted by radar. TANG tracked the convoy;: determined its course
and speed, then went in for an attack. When pearly ahead, the star

boced flanking ascort suddenly appeared at 7000 yards cleaing., - -
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TANG was forced down, dsep; and five depth Gharges were Aropp:
in & half-hearted attack and the escort continued on. Fifteen minu!
later TANG resumed the epproach at pepiscope depth in spite of addi
tional charges In the vicinity dropped @aturandom by the escorts, T!
rangs closed to 1500 yards and TANG cut loose with'a salvolof four
torpedoes at the nserest freighter. Three hilts blasted him solidly
and Commander O'Kane calmly watched through the periscope asg it san!
by the stern amidst milling escorts. Thus d1ld the &errific TANG
draw her first blood.

TANG cleared the area at deep submergenco undstected. An
attempt was made to again get ahead of the convoy for a dawn attack
but the rﬁmvinﬂng 1reightcr passed out of range under cover of air

scort.

During the night of 22 Pebruary, just five days later, two
surface attacks were wads on a convoy of three frelghters with a
dmstyoye“ and three smaller sscorts., After tracking the convoy
for half an hour, TANG manesuvered into a firing position on the
port bow of one of the freighters, abouu 4000 yards from the neares
escort. An unpredicted zig required a "dlpsy doodle" to maintain a
ideal firlng position, but the freighter came on nicely, and with &
range of 1500 yards, and TANG dead in the water and holding her
breath, she let the freighter have 1t with four torpedoes spread
over her length., The enemy ship literally disintegrated under four
hits and sank bsfore TANG had couplebed ninety degrees of her turn
to evade. One of the prOfb% guassed right and began to close in o
TANG, but she seemed to find a couple of extra knots in her engines
and left the escort behind in very short order.

ftn

Another approach wag made on the convey. This tiluwe the lesadl
ascort of what was lateor determined to be a Jap submar _LG tender,
conveniently moved way out shead of the vessel, TANG succeeded in
snecking 1nto the position fOmePly occupied by the escort on the
port bow of the sub tender. Then, TANG utopp~u walted, and at the
precise moment fired four torpedocs. The first two were beaubtiful
hits in her stern and just aft of the stack, but the detonatlon as
the third torpcdo hit forward of his bridgs was terrific! The
enomy ship wes twisted, 1lifted from the water as you would flip a
‘spoon on end, and then conmenced belching flame as she sank. TANG
was shaken far worsc than by any depth charge remembered. & quick
check-up, &8 goon a8 thae crews' jaws came off their chestu,qhowoo n
serious damage done., During the following day the remnants ol the
convoy could net be found,

t an hour before noon, two days later, a tanker,afreighte
2 destroyer were gsighted. Effort tec gain satiuiacturv posiﬁﬁon
For a day perlscope attack was unsuccessful because of prain squalls
e wide zig- zaoﬂin’ of the targets.
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Contact was maintained and a night.supfete attack with fonr
torpedoes resulted in three good hits which destroyed the frelghter
The canker opered fire fore and aft dfmediately, while bhe des -
troyer, then nearly 3000 yards iway,celoged the scene rapidly,
Spraying shells in every direction. Contact with' the destrover and
the tanker was maintained and position gained for. @ dawn sifsck
submerged. The decks of the tanker were covered with: lookoutd as
three of the four torpedoes fired blasted Into the &hip. The ex-
plosion was wonderful, throwing Japs and debris above(the belching
smoks. ©She sank by the stern in four minutes, and TANG went to dee
submergence as the depth charges started pourlng down,

The final attack was made after moonset on 22 February, after
a late afternconcmmtact had been made and the enemy tracked., A
transport, & freighter and four escorts made up the convoy., TANG
maneuvered into position on the wildly zig-zagging transport and
fired four torpedoes. 41l missed astern, however, as she speeded

TANG thus concluded hsr first warp patrol, returning because a
of her torpedoes had been expended., Sixteen hits out of twenty-fou
torpedoes fired shows the excellence of TANG's fire control rarty.

After a normal refit on Midway Island, TANG, on 16 March 1944
departed on ner second wer patrol which was conducted in the areas
northwest of Palau, east of Davao, and in the vicinity of Trulk.

Of five surface craft contachs, three ware small patrol craf
and were evaded, one was an RO-class submarine which dived at 'a ran:
of 2000 yards on appearance of U.3, aircraft, and one smoke contact
of two ships. It was impossible to close this contact because of s
combination of alr screen attacks, proximity to shoal water on Gnrav
Feather Bank and operation orders to take a lifeguard station,

Alithough disappointing that no shipping loss was incurred by
the encmy, the second war patrol of TANG was ocutstanding as its
first, By virtue of the remarkable cooperation with aircraft of
the U.3. striking force atbacking Truk, willingness to proceed from
point to point within gun range of shore batteries in order to rssc
expedltiously, personnel of downed airecraft, and seizing the initis
-tlve by bombarding known gun emphcemants when passing Ollan Island,
twenty~two U.5, Naval aviation personnel were rescued from life boa
anddowned alircraft., The scarciby of targets was attributable in pa.
to the presence of a heavy U.3, Task force in the western Pacific.

On 6 May with twenty-two extra personnel aboard, and TANG's
rallcf in the arca, the sub departed for Pearl Harbor, arriving the
May 15. This concluded TANG's second war patrol,

June 8, 1944, wavrkcd the beginning of the third var patrol fo
US3 TANG, Departing from Pearl Harbor after @ normal refit, TANG
conducted her patrol in the Bast China S€a and Yellow Sea Apeas,
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The first contact of this patrol og@Urred on the night of 24
June, TANG, on the surtface, tore into a convoy of six large ships
with at least sixteen escorts, and with six torpedoes (three at
each) sank a 7500 ton freightor and a 10,4000 ton tanker.

lady Luck again gave TANG cthe nod five days @ater, J@st pric
to noon while patrolling submerged, an unescorted medium freighter
was Jighted on & course which prevented TANG from péaching a firing
posiion, TANG turned away, surfaced, made an end arognd, and four
hous later, submerged and fired two torpedoes at the wessel. Both
missed. Depth charges were dropped on TANG and she had to lay low
for awhile. TANG surfaced and chased for an hour before reggining
contact, egain made an end around and at 750 yards range on the
surface, fired one "feelcr", This torpedo broke the ship in two an
it sank under the eycs of the TANG's crew,

TANG's next quarry was sighted in thoemomning while she was st
surfaced, It proved to be a 4000 ton wedium freighter and a 2000
ton escort frelghter. 3Submerging for a periscope attack, TANG
flred tvwo torpedoes at the escort frelghter. One hit and the ship
went down in just 2 minutes - 20 seconds. The other freilghter
reversed course and TANG tralled submerged until dusk when she
surfaced, ran up ahead of thc freighter, submerged and at 500 yards
range loosed twe torpedoes. One hit was all that was necessary.
The wanner in which the ship blew up indicatad a cargo of munitionms

The Fourth of July was colebrated with fire works in the
traditional manner. At dawn TANG made an end arcund on the masts o.
g shlp and dovs one hour lster Lo continue thoe approach on what
developed into a2 16,000 ton seaplanc tender., With rapidly shoaling
water and the keel about to scrape the bottom, TANG backed down
and fired thrce torpedoes., Two hits sank this ship and TANG sur-
faccd to clear the area in the mwidst of 34 fishing boats with about
50 survivors thrashing around in the water.

In the late afternoon of tho same day, 4 July, smoke wascditec
and closed untll finally the ship was sighted. After tracking to
determine his zig-zag plan, a submerged approach resulted in the
flring of two of TANG's torpedoes. One hit sank this ship. TANG
-then surfaced to pick up & survivor. It was necessary to snake ope
of two large overturned lifeboats along side with grapnels, and
threaten with tommy gun bursts to convinge -~ the one visgible sur-
vivor to come on beard.

The following night under a beautiful full moon TANG made a
submerged approach on & medium freighter, Loosing her last two
torpedoes, both of which found their mark, TANG finished off her
eighth ship on the patrol, Midway Island was reached on 1% July,
ending the third war patrol.
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Puls, the third consecutlve outstap@ing patrol turned-in by
PANG, was characterized by the same aggressive, determined and
efficient fighting spirit that was sg noticeable in her filrst and
second patrols. To her enviable record ofusimking fivs ships on he
first patrol and the efficient vescuing of twenty-two Naval aviatol
on her second patrol, TANG added sight more ships sunk .on Rhis pat

In recognition for the excellent performance§: of TANG on her
fipst three war patrols, she was awarded her first Presddential Un.-
Ciataion. :

Text of the c¢itation follows:

"For outstanding performance in combat and
distinguished service during her First, Second

and Third War Patrols in Japanese-controlled
waters. Operating boldly in defiance of alert
hostile air patrols in dangerous areas far fronm

her home base, the USS TANG struck devastating
blows at Japanese combatant units and heavily es-
corted convoys in the Pacific desplte unfavorable
sttack opportunity, sinking thousands of ‘tens of
valuable esnemy shipping during her first and third
war patrols. Rendering gallant lifeguard service
during alr strikes against enemy-held atolls by
United States Forces, the TANG braved the treacher-
ous reefs off the coast of a powerfully fortifiled
enemy stronghold to rescue twenty-two Naval aviators
in seven pick-ups, completing this perilous wission
within close range of hostile shore batteries. The
brilliant and heroic achievements of this vessel
reflect the highest credit upon the courage, sca-
manship and determinatlon of her officers and men
and enhance the fine traditions of the United States
Naval Service."

The fourth war patrol of TANG was conducted off the coast of
Honshu in the Japanese Empire Waters,

TANG's first kill occurred on this patrol when she attained :
position on the beam of two frelighters in column accompanied by a
boat and a smaller sscort. Three torpedoes were flred at the first
ship and a similar salvo at the second ship. After a gquick look
which showed the gun boat proceeding rapldly and closely across th
stern, one hit was observed amidships in the first target resultin;
in a disintegrating explosion. Two timed hits were heard in the
second target as TANG took evasive action and she was subjected to
"Pooth~shaking" depth charge attack.,
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TALG's next action was a surface b@fttle., A patrolhyécﬁt was-
attacksed with the 4" gun. Eight hits were scored, demolishing the
deck house aft and exploding in the patrol boats' sides and upper
works. d ¢l nys

Next, a patrol vezsel of about 1500 tons was'® found at .anchor.
The night was black, This vessel was, however, recognized as one
vhich had previously depth-charged TANG. Two torp@dees from the
Stern tubes produced no results so bow tubkes were bro@ght’to bear
and two more torpedoes {fired. One of these hit the polnt of aim
and the target sank after a spectacular explosion, TANG had her
revengs.

August 23 was another lucky day for the terrific TANG., A lar
transport accompanied by a PC or DE ahead, an 3C on his bow, and an
IST and PC astern, was sighted. A beautiful approach put TANG in
position 800 yards absam and three torpedoes fired resulted in two
hits and in the sinking of this valuable lcaded transport.

Shortly thereafter, from & position insnore of a modern dlese
tanker proceeding close to the beach, three torpedoes were fired fr
the stern tubes. Down went the tanker to the bottom of the seal

With all torpedoes cxpended, TANG steamed back to Pearl Harbo
to rzst her crew and overhaul her equipment.

TANG's brilliant fifth patrol began on 27 September and ended
24 October. This 1s & saga of onse of the greatest submarine cruise
of all times, the fifth and last patrol of a fighting ship.

On 11 October 1944, shortly after entering her area in Formos:
Stralts, TANG started »ff this auspicious patrol by launching two
skillfully planned ard smartly conducted torpedo attacks which
resulted in the sinking of two hoavily ladsen freighters. On 23
October after a thorough analysis of all shipping routes, TANG made
contact on & large heavily-escorted convoy composed of three large
tankers, a large transpont loaded with trocps and a large freighter

The Commanding Officer Look TANG into the middle of the con-
*yvoy on the surface and dolivered a brilliantly concclved toppedo
attack which resulbted in devastating hits on all three of these
valuable tankers. Amid the resulting pandemonium, TANG swung and
fired at the freighter when it was noticed that the transport, engr
for revenge, was fast bearing down on the TANG with intentlons of
ramming. Emergency speed and hard left rudder saved the sub from
hitting the on-rushing transport by seconds.

TANG was now boxed in with three blazing, sinking tankers on
one 3ide and the freighter, transport and scveral destroyers coming
in from the other side. Despite a deadly hail of bullets and shell
coming from all dlreections, Commander O'Kane launched another torpe
attack which blew the freighter and transport out of the water.



b 4]

o

-7- Uss Tane =
Then, with no torpedoes In the tubes TANG broke through Bhe escorts
to reload. In the incredibly short time “of teu minutes -of breath-
taking action, TANG sank an entire cmemy convoy,

Twenty-four hours later, contach was agafn made with the ener
this time with another heavily-loaded, hoavily-escopted convoy stec
ing to support the Leyte Campaign. The tankers all earried planes
on their decka and even the bows and sterns of the trsensports were
plled high with plane crates jammed in With the trdops, Again, TAL
fearlessly ran inte the formation and launched four tdwpedoes, two
at a transport and two at & tanker. At a range of less than 1000 .

wrds 8ll torpedoes hit as planned with a series of violent explosic

TANG's position was revealed to the cnemy in the light of th

' burning, exploding ships and they were quick to act against the sul

marine wnlch had caused so wuch damage among their ranks. With
debrils [lylng high in the air and e¢scorts firing from all sides,
TANG was again completely boxed in by the enemy. A large transport
and a tanker were off the stern, a destroyer was charging in at hig
speed from one side, two or more destroyer escorts Were coming in
from the other sidc, and three burning sinking ships were directly
off the bow. IFull apeed ansad was rung up and TANG charged the
ensmy. A salvo of three torpedoes was fired and they found their
merk with great devastation; the first hit the tanker and sent it
and 1ts valuable cargo of aviation gasoline sky-high; the second hi
the transport and smashed it dead in the water: and the third hit t
destroyer and blasted out her submarine destroying intentions with
mighty roar which rocked TANG from stem to atern.

TANG now had but two torpedoes left. Moving in on the crippl
transport, the lasi two were fired. The first torpedo ran straight
and true to the target. The second torpedo, however, run orratical
and started a circular run after leaving the tube. Emsrgency speed
was called for but twenty seconds after firing, the malfunctioning
torpedo hit the stern of TANG,

The Commanding Officer and several members of the crew were
blown off the bridge by the explosion and the TANG sank immediately
Some other members of the crew also escaped and in all, ninc men we
captured by the Japanese and liberated by U.3. Forces after the war
was over.

Though the short but illustrious carser of the fighting TANG
was stilled forever by an unavoidable act of fate, this outstanding
subwmarine, lsd by its courageous captain, Commander Richard H. O0'Ks
succeedad in exacting a monumental toll among the enemy. In recogn
tion of the results of TANG's fourth and fifth war patrols she was
awardsd o second Presidential Unit Citation,
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Text of the citation follows:

. "For extraordinary hervoisgi in action during her Fourth
Wor Patrol against enswy JapenssSe shipping in the Honshu
Area from July 31 to Soptember Z,1044, and her Fifth War
Patrol in Formosa Straits, Septeuwber 27 to October 24, 104k,
Boldly searching out the enemy through perilous ceastline
shoal waters to establish contact with a lavges hostlle convo
the USS TANG penetrated a heavy escort scrser to launch @
seriles of smashing torpedo attacks and sink five Japanese
ships totaling 22,500 tons. With evary surface rnit vital
to the enemy during accelerated hostilities pointing toward
the crucial battle for Leyte Gulf, the TANG daringly challen
ed two large, well armed, heavlily escorted ccuvoys bound fop
the Philippines with reinforcements and suppliss. Operating
without support and in herolc defiance of severe counter-
measures, she attacked relentlessly from all sides, waging
furious battle against terrific odds and climaxing her
agegressive Fifth Patrol by sending every ship of both
convoys to the bottom, A seaworthy, fightling shlp, handled
brilllantly by her gallant officers and men, the TANG vound-
ed out ‘her previous distinguished record of achlevement by h
crushing blows against the enemy's power to wage war, there':
materially furthering the vital operations to control the
Pacific and upholding the highsst traditions of the United
States Naval Service.”
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STATISTICS

OVERALL LENGTH 312 feet
BEAM 27 Teet
SURFACED SPEED 20 knots

DISPLACEMERT 1he5 tous



