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ELEAZER HUTCHINSON MILLER 

A r t i s t Etcher 

MILLER, Eleazer Hutchinson, a r t i s t , was born i n Shepherdstoi/m, J e f f e r s o n 
County, Va,, Feb., 28, 1831, son of Solomon M i l l e r , b orn i n Shepherdstown about 
1794, and who served his country i n the war of 1812, p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the b a t t l e s 
of North P o i n t and Bladensburg, holding the rank of sergeant,. His grandfather, 
John M i l l e r , was born i n Germany, and came t o America e a r l y i n l i f e , and s e t t l e d 
i n Pennsylvania, serving as a s o l d i e r i n the r e v o l u t i o n a r y war. A f t e r i t s close 
he s e t t l e d i n Shepherdstown, 7a,, where he died a t the age of ninety-seven years. 
Solomon, his t h i r d c h i l d , was married i n 1817 t o Margaret Cookus, who became the 
mother of t e n c h i l d r e n , Eleazer being the s i x t h c h i l d . He, at the age of f i v e 
years, manifested a t a l e n t f o r drawing, virhich was encouraged* 

At the age of f i f t e e n he executed some m e r i t o r i o u s p o r t r a i t s . 'vThen seven" 
t e e n years o l d he l e f t Shepherdstown f o r Washington c i t y , f o r the purpose of 
s t u d i n g f o r an a r t i s t i c career-. Being w i t h o u t money t o support h i m s e l f , he ob­
t a i n e d a p o s i t i o n i n the o f f i c e of the "National I n t e l l i g e n c e r , " He entered as 
a p u p i l the Academy of drawing and p a i n t i n g kept by a Mir, Gibson, a t t h a t time 
the o n l y school of drawing i n Washington, and he here acquired some of the t e c h ­
n i c a l i t i e s of a r t , and adopted p o r t r a i t - p a i n t i n g as a s p e c i a l t y . 

He found i n t h i s many notable patrons among the p u b l i c men of the n a t i o n . 
He also became a s k i l l f u l i l l u s t r a t o r of books, h i s f i r s t tmdertaking i n t h a t 
l i n e being an e d i t i o n of "Tam O'Shanter," which was issued by a New York p u b l i s h e r . 
He then i l l u s t r a t e d Mrs., Springer's "Songs of the Sea," and f o l l o w e d i t w i t h a 
v a r i e t y of subjects and numerous acceptable designs.. 

Upon the r e v i v a l of the a r t o f e t c h i n g , he took up t h a t f a s c i n a t i n g b ut 
d i f f i c u l t branch of thie'"fine arts^, and aeKleved a marked success. His works have 
been dispfayed at the annual e x h i b i t i o n s at'tke' N a t i o n a l academy of design, i n the 
di s p l a y s of the New York e t c h i n g c l u b , and a t various p r i v a t e and loan e x h i b i ­
t i o n s . 

He was v i c e - p r e s i d e n t of the ol d Washington a r t c l u b , and he helped to o r ^ 
ganize the Soc i e t y of Washington a r t i s t s , and was chosen i t s f i r s t p r e s i d e n t . I n 
1859 he married Mary, daughter of Robert and Jane Blanchard Farnham, They have 
s i x children., C a r o l i n a , E l i z a b e t h , Robert P,, Art h u r Peale, Jane, and Mary F. I n 
1875 Mr. M i l l e r made an extended t o u r of Europe, studying i t s masterpieces. 
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