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lineage and honors of the 175th Fighter Group, is a composite organization with an Air Combat Command-gained fighter unit,
an Air Mobility Command-gained airlift unit, a U.S. Air Forces in Europe-gained civil engineer flight, and, since 2006, a
network warfare squadron.

The wing has been deeply involved in fielding the latest Air Force aircraft. In 1999, it dedicated its first C-130J, the latest and
most advanced version of the venerable transport. The 135th had played a major role in the test and evaluation of the aircraft
and its procedures and was the first fully equipped C-130J unit in the U.S. Air Force. The wing was also selected to be the Air
Force's lead unit in converting to the new "precision engagement" A-10C. Wing personnel were deeply involved in the test and
evaluation process and in September 2007, the 104th Fighter Squadron became the first unit to take the A-10C into combat,
when it deployed to Al Asad Air Base, Iraq.

Since Sept. 11, 2001, members of the 175th Wing have repeatedly volunteered or been mobilized to take part in the Global
War on Terrorism. From January to June 2003, the 104th Fighter Squadron was deployed to Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan,
where it flew strikes against Taliban and al Qaeda forces and eamed the distinction of being the longest-deployed Air National
Guard fighter squadron at Bagram. Elements of the 135th Airlift Group remained almost continuously deployed in support of
the War on Terror from December 2004 until January 2007, flying airlift missions throughout the combat theater as part of the
746th Expeditionary Airlift Squadron. In addition, the 135th maintained a continuous presence of two aircraft and personnel in
Afghanistan from April to September 2008.

The Maryland Air National Guard has also remained fully engaged at home. When Hurricanes Katrina and Rita struck the Gulf
Coast in 2005, the 175th Wing was among the first to respond, flying 42 relief missions and deploying nearly 200 troops to
support recovery and relief efforts in Louisiana and Mississippi. From 2006 to 2008, numerous wing members deployed to the
U.S.-Mexican border as part of Operation Jump Start, the National Guard mission supporting the U.S. Border Patrol.

Maryland Air National Guard marked its 90th year of operation in 2011. The year saw big changes for the unit with the
transition from C-130J Hercules to the new C-27J Spartan Joint Cargo Aircraft that will allow the unit to continue airlift
transport capabilities around the world. The unit saw the completion of the $7.9 million 12 bay fire station, now centrally
located on base to handle any aircraft emergencies. Joint HQ office provided support to more than 200 full-time members that
were mobilized in 2011. The 175th Wing performed humanitarian and domestic operations as seen in the responses to the
earthquake in Haiti and Hurricane Irene. Three lifesaving humanitarian airlift missions for 28 patients were performed as part
of Joint Task Force Haiti. During Hurricane Irene, the wing established a receiving, staging and shipping warehouse operation
to support various govemment agencies in distributing 195 pallets of water and food to Maryland iocations throughout the
state. The wing conducted operations in Cyprus, Afghanistan, Iraq, Africa, Kyrgyzstan, Germany, Kuwait, Qatar, United Arab
Emirates, Haiti, Estonia, Cuba and Puerto Rico.
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