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R誓書書誌t豊器霊霊嵩誓書
flying shuttle lS nOt an air commuter service between

Toronto and Montreal・ and the pick i§ nOt the ice pick

Which one uses tぐ) do away with one’s mother・in-law. To

Pul lt quite simply, a flying shuttle wa§ the invention that

made po§Sible the eventual mechanization of the loom,

and its development forecast the end of the cottage

Weaving indu§1ry. The pick isl沌ttle piece of wood w肌a

leather attachment which is used to prope=he flying

§huttle as it speeds on its way busily weaving cIoth.

Each year at Black Creek Pioneer Village言n Metro

Toronto・ We OPen at least one new building, and in重972

We decided that we §hould unveH an 1 867 weaver,s shop. It

§eemed impossible to find a building which was used at

that period as a weaver,s shop, and so we decided to u§e a

SeCtion of a building which had origina11y §tOOd in

Kettleby and was bu批as a Temperan∞ Hall. The area

invoIved was not large, but we thouかit would be

Su飾cien=o §how the activities of a weaver in a vHlage

With a population of approximately 200 people.

One of the first problems of course, WaS tO make sure

that the room could cope with well over 250,000 vi§itors

a year・ and at the same time・ nOt destroy the appearance

Of authenticity which is so important in a Hving hi§tOrical

Vf11age. The room which had been decided upon was ideal

for visitors in that there are two doors which mean§ there

COuld be a constant tra飾c flow in and out. By slightly

rede§igning a store counter・ Which had been purchased

from a dealer in Baden, We Were able to create a traffic

flow pattern which has worked out well.

The coIour decor in a weaver,s shop i§ mOSt important

because the room mu§t be kept as light a§ POS§ible in

Order to §aVe the eyes of our 1972 weavers. Of course,

COIours must be authentic and we picked a mustard

yellow for the walls, but left the ceiHng ahost a natural
MaγIJune 1973

White. The counter top which i§ SOlid walnut. was finlShed

With a dark stain.

W皿e the building was being prepared. the Vi-lage

research staff was bu§y finding out every conceivao[e

detail that was available about 1860 weavers, §hops. This

WaS a time consuming pr(函Ct under the direction ofMiss

LOrraine Sewe11・ Sources such as contemporary and mod-

em authors・ neWSPaPerS and periodicals, and of course.

deeds, Wi‖s and bankruptcy notices of Ontario weavers

had to be researched. It was djmcult finding anything

resemb重ing an inventory, but eventually Miss Sewe!l was

able to locate a banknlPtCy nOtice in ↑he S↑reel papersat

the Provincial Archive§・ Tlli叩r{、duced an interesting list,

but it was handwritten, and took considerable tjme and

Stamina to decipher it.

Contemporary books of the Period were great, however

most of the authOr§ aSSumed that the reader had some

knowledge of weaving at tllat time, and negiected to $ve

the basic infomation which we required. We were abIe t()

learn many interesting facts about the weaving profession

in the middle of the 19th century. As an example, the

Canadian Classified Directory of 1865-66 1isted the

incredible number of 630 per§OnS registered as weavers

Who were working in rura】 Canada West. Canadiall author.

Catherine Parr T「ai11・ Ver待ied tl-at rag r一⊥gS Were being

WOVen in 1853, and we decided righ汗rom tlle fir§t that

One Of the Iooms in ↑he Vi11age should be ¥lSed for this

pu「pOSe・

From contemporary new§PaPer§ We found ou=he

approximate layout for adverti§ing signs in a weaver・s

Shop and wha=he wording on these signs should be
New§PaPerS al§O gaVe uS SOme idea o「the CO§tS and vall峨

a§SOCiated with a weaver‘s business and we were abie l、,

COnfirm something ofwl-ich we were alm。st r‘∩帥Ve tllat

the weaver wa§ deeply invoIved i両種r†eI W11帖i出¥Ist()nト

erS.
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the lef章tu…§ a large pul'y

Wh-Ch w…ds the warp on to

the ml=

Fro〇一I an。ther suurce we

Wd「P WaS readiiy available in the very earIy 180O・s. olle

PaPer a重sl) Velified tha唖splnnlng whee- was an血egra!

Par吊d WeaVer.S SllOP‘ and thal the weaver ofteutlnle§

…)k m raw wl)。l a重Id had ll spun on hlS Premises.

Oncc [lle reSearCh was completed・ the next step was to
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・he eql“PlnenL and as mentioned earlier, We

had already declded on a rag rug loom. The看oglCal one

WaS uSed by a weaver in Newcastle and wa§ PreSented to

uS a number of years ago by the Francis Jose finily, lt

WaS nlOre diffroult deeiding upon the second loom. The

first one we ll)Uked at was a counter marche ⊥oom, and

after getting our workmen to put it together, We decided

tl-at a】tl-Oug吊his type of loom was used in ‘,ur period,

tlle particular one in our pussession had been made weu

after 1867. We knew that there wa§ a flying §huttle loom

iI- StOrage and we decjded to try it next.

同一ad been acquired in Oakv鵬about ten years ago

and we had n‘) further infdrmationonit.Theunfortunate J:

認諾誌警護繁雄
that we could n(一=ind anyone in the Toronto area who

had ever operated or knew anyt一一ing about the flying

Shuttle loom of 1867. There are a=east two ()「 thlee

eXPertS Wh{) are using modern flying shutt]e loく)ms. dnd

a軌ouch they were only too wihing to heIr叫…

tOgether` they were unable to tell us ab《一し‘t 、一佃c l間ro

mechanical idiosyncrasies. It soし,n becanle 。bv'時hdi We

had a tw part§ missing, and we were相w両r-1C Ve「y

nagging problems.

MaY/Ju∩e 1973

一
書



When research fafls and the experts are ul置able to help,

the only thing to do is to go back to plaln O]d ioglC. By

method of tria] and error, We eventually. after countless

hours・ Came up with a working loom. The basIC PrOblem

WaS developing a mechanical method of turning the rol]ers

to advance the warp.

For the uninitiated・ there are' On every loom, tWO large

rollers known a§ beams’One at the back to hold the warp,

and one at the front to hold the finished weav-ng. We had

tO de§ign simple mechanical devices whic!1 WOuld allow

the weaver to move both of these rollers without moving

from his bench. We finally devised a §yStem using ropes,

Wei如ts and spring§, which works very sati§factorily, and

We are quite sure that our final de§jgn is almo§t identical

to that used by the weaver who first used this loom.

One of the next problems was to get the two picks

whch control the flying §huttle into working order. The

leather pieces had considerab]y altered over the years

from their origival §tate' and we went back to the research

book§ tO find out what type of leather should be u§ed.

Fina]ly・ One book mentioned buffalo hide-naturally we

aS§umed that it was the native Canadian buffalo whieh i§

aCtually a bison. However, When we went to the 】eather

SuPPner§ tO find out about buffa]o hide, We found that it

Wa§n’t a Candian bison at a-1 that we were looking fo[, but

the hide of the African water buffalo. This i§ a hard

thiekish leather whieh can be cut with a saw and shaped

雨h a file -anOther problem had been so!ved.

Once the loom had been completed・ the next job wa§

tO get it warped. We found that an ancient warping mill

had been picked up with the flying shutt]e loom, but

again in many pieces and the problem wa§ tO make it

WOrk. There js an excellent book on weaving written

about the turn of the century’by Luther Hooper entitled
‘`Hand山om weaving Plaln and Ornamenta一・・. It contains

a great deal of jnformatjon about warping mills. After a

great number of trials and error§, We Were ab-e to put the

mi1」toge章her Then came the problem ofmaking jt work.

The princjple is very simple-SPOOIs filled with thread

are placed on a bobbin finme or creel, and from there

they are threaded through a heck and then wound around

a large circular fhame which is capable of holding hun・

dred§ Of yard§ Of thread. The heck i§ a Simple device fdr

SeParating the odd numbered threads from the even

threads. The separted threads are then p!aced over pegs on

the warping frame in such a mamer as to create a cross.

When the warp is tran§ferred to the loom. thi§ CrOSS makes

it much easier for the weaver to contro- the threads. This

SOunds complicated doe§n'† lt・-and it real]y is. but weav.

er§ understand it perfect-y.

Finally・ We had the three large pie∞S Of equipment

WOrking・ and aII we l-ad to do was to find three other

Smal! machines known as-a quj重1 winder. a bobbin

Winder’and a flax §Pinning wheel. Of cour§e. the flax

§Pinning wheel wa§ quite simple to secure, aS We had §Ome

in the Vfllage collection, and in no time we were able to

Put One in working order. The bobbin winder required a
Iittle more preparation・ but we had no real d珊culty in

getting jt to work and loading enough bobbins to produce

a WarP. However・ Winding the bobbins by hand is not

nearly as speedy a§ using a litt]e electric motor which i§

used by modern weaver§・ The quill winder re§embles a

SPiming wheel in many respects, and we have seen them

§Old as such at auction sale§・ The one we decided to u§e

did not l-aVe a spindle・ but one was found on the head of

Maγ/Ju∩e 1973

two cIrCular Ieather
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an Old wa皿ng wheel and it served the puprose quite

Satisfrotorily. The wjnding of quills for the flying §hutt]e

is an art in itsel「and we had some help from a couple of

eXPert modem-day flying §huttle weavers.

The last week prior to an official opening of a VIllage

Shop is usually hectic, and it was no exception with the

Weaver‘s shop. The final panic is in ・・dre§Sing・・ the §hop・

This includes puttjng in al=he smal=hjngs which a
WeaVer wouid nQed. The finished resu】t should gjve the

aPPearanCe Of a shop whieh was used on a daily basis in

the 1860,s・ rather than a conventional museum display.

Samples of weaving・ WOOl・ and texti`es were taken ou† Oj.

StOrage and placed in lo担Iocations. Advertising sjgns

had to be nailed up. and a dozen other things attended to.

The grand opening was a great success and almo§t 200

PeOPle came out to see premier W皿am Davis cut a

SeCtion of warp which offroia賞1y opened the s'一OP.

Almost five months later‘ Mrs. Helen Morral出om

Ottawa’Came jnto the Village to see a loom whicl) WaS

OWned by her great-grandfather・ We had long sjnce g】Ven

uP any hope of finding detailed information regarding the

history of our flying §l「uttle loom. As you have probably

gueSSed・ the loom that Mrs. Morrall wa§ inquiring about

WaS that same flying shuttle loom. Ofcourse‘ the warping

mi旧-ad come from the Same source.

The original owner was charles Irvin. who -ived at Mt.

Charles・ a tiny v耽ge -ocated between Malton and Bramp・

tOn. C‘harles and l-j§ brother W蝿am‘ Who was a cabinet

maker` Came from Lanca§hire’the great weaving county

Of England. After spending §Ome time in New York,

Charle§ arrived at Mt. Cha「les in I832. One of Charles・

SPeCia!ties wa§ Weaving b-ue serge. Mr§・ Morrall ha§ tWO Of

hjs account book§ from the ]840 perjod listing sales of

Serge and other materlal・ and she i§ gOing to give these to

the V組lage.

Charles died in 1862` but the -oom and weaving

equipment remained in the house until the property was

§Old around4報うOne ofthe relatives t。。k th。 i。。m and

WarPing mill apart・ and stored it at Oakville until it was

turned over the Aut-1{)rity. Of course, We are now seri_

Ou§1y tllinking of naming t-1e Shop at Black C「eek Pioneer

l′こ=(_《　_f⊥_　′「l　　,　　_　　_

Vil】age after Charles Irvin.
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