
Welcome to Grenier Field  
Manchester - Londonderry, N.H.

Photos by Bob Raiche



Boston-Maine Airways Starts Flights to 
Manchester in 1934 with Stinson Tri-Motors

(Timetables courtesy of Perry Sloan)



Boston-Maine Airways’ 
Stinson at Manchester 

circa 1935

Photos by Richard ‘Slim’ Worth 
(courtesy of Cindy Worth Mayville)



Manchester’s Art-Deco 
Terminal was Built in 

1937 as a WPA project

(Courtesy of Ruth Smith)(Courtesy of New Hampshire State Library)



Piper J3 Cubs and 1928 Kinner Fleet Bi-plane at 
Manchester Airport in 1939

(Aviation Museum of New Hampshire Collection)



Building a U.S. Army Air Base

Aerial photo by Bernice Blake Perry, circa 
1940, from Milford Historical Society

On January 23, 1941, frenzied construction began to 
transform fields and family farms into a military base



Hundreds at D.A. Sullivan and The Caye 
Company toiled to erect the cantonment



1000 could chow down at the base Mess Hall
  

 All building photos courtesy of Tom Hildreth



Main Hangar T-414 and Base 
Control Tower

Building T-120 Manchester Air 
Base Chapel

Army Air Base Post Office



Manchester’s Army Air Corps Base Is Named

(Courtesy of Tom Hildreth)



Manchester native Jean Donat Grenier was a 
star athlete in high school and at UNH

Jean Grenier’s 1926 West High School Graduation 
Photo (courtesy of Mrs. Paul Paquin)

2nd Lieutenant Jean D. Grenier 
circa 1933



Foul winter weather in Utah claimed the 
life of 24-year-old Jean Donat Grenier
While flying an Army Air Corps Mail Operation training mission near 
Weber Canyon, 2nd Lt. Grenier’s Curtiss A-12 Shrike crashed into the 
mountainside. Grenier and 2nd Lt. Edwin White, a 23-year-old native of 
Berkeley, California, died on impact – the first Army aviators killed in an 
airmail mission. 

Memorial mass card 
(Courtesy of Mrs. Paul Paquin)

Salt Lake Tribune, February 17, 1934, p.1



Wyoming State Tribune/Cheyenne State Leader, 
February 17, 1934, p.1



February 24, 1934 about 2,000 people braved sub-zero weather to 
attend 2nd Lt. Grenier’s funeral mass at Sainte-Marie’s Church

The Manchester Leader and Evening Union,
February 24, 1934





A few months after the 1942 base 
dedication, Staff Sergeant John Pastor, of 

the 578th Army Air Forces Band, composed 
“The Grenier Field March.” It was 

included in each concert performed on the 
base (the sheet music was turned over to 

the 39th Army Band, a unit of the New 
Hampshire National Guard).



Base Commander Colonel John I. Moore

Cpl. Sarah Egeland checks the oil(Courtesy of Tom Hildreth)



Manchester’s Art-Deco Terminal Served 
Transitory Troops During World War II

Manchester Union-Leader Army Air Base Supplement
July 17, 1941



State WPA Telegram to DC – Dec. 18, 1941

Collection of The National Archives, College Park, MD



From ‘Saga of the Spare Gunner’ by Paul F. Lester, 776th Bomb Squadron

Once upon a time some kids went to war. Ten of us did it by flying in a Consolidated B-24 
bomber. After training our crew picked up a brand new plane at Mitchell Field in Hampstead out 
on Long Island, N.Y.

     I alerted my dad, who was working in Hartford CT, and my mother back home in Manchester, 
NH. My dad, mom and younger brother came by train. My older brother somehow got enough 
gasoline stamps and drove down from Lynn, MA with his wife and daughter.

     On their arrival, I informed them that I had just been told that there would be one more stop 
before leaving for overseas. Grenier Field in Manchester, NH was my point of embarkation 
(P.O.E.). I recall at Hampstead we were issued olive drab (O.D.) underwear and were required to 
turn in all white underwear. When I got to Grenier field I was able to have my mother visit me on 
base one more time through the efforts of the Red Cross leader. 

     I had no leave and asked to be able to have a pass to go home. The base Commander Col. John 
I. Moore spoke with me but denied the request. It was thought to be a risk, that should I desert, it 
would break the integrity of the crew gained from training together. This would be proved to be a 
false assumption by later events in my career.

     The 14" deep dish apple pie my mother had baked was totally consumed by the six enlisted 
personnel as we flew to Gander, Newfoundland. The weather at Gander caused us to be held over 
before embarking on the next leg of the trip to the Azores. On takeoff we saw the smoking hole 
left by a Boeing B-17 that had crashed - providing us with ten lessons on the wastefulness of war.



37th Fighting Aviation Squadron Baseball Team



Buck the Saint Bernard - Mascot of 33rd Air Base 
Group at Grenier Army Air Base

Buck with Cpl. B.N. Harding and Sgt. P.G. Bauknecht, circa 1941



Grenier Heights housing project looking west to east. South Willow Street 
is in the foreground beyond the Manchester Drive-In Theater.

(Detail of a photo courtesy of the Manchester [N.H.] Historic Association)



July 1944 – Grenier Field’s runways flanked mostly by B-17  bombers.
This is the first known photo to show Runways 17-35, 13-31 and 6-24 

identified by the compass-numbering system. 

(USAF Microfilm courtesy of Tom Hildreth) 



February 1947 chart © by E.B. Jeppesen,
later a division of The Boeing Company 

(Courtesy of Norman Houle)



Air Force 82d Fighter Group at Grenier AFB

North American F-51H Mustang ‘Duchess’          
(Courtesy of Tom Hildreth)



A total of 31 P-51H Mustangs of the 82nd Fighter Group 
crowd the tarmac at Grenier Field in 1948

(USAF photo courtesy of Tom Hildreth)



North American F-51D Mustangs on the 
Tarmac at Grenier Field circa 1948

Kodachrome and all photos in this segment by Robert S. Fogg, Jr.



A Day on Grenier AFB in 
1948 









Maintenance Line 







1948 



1948 



2nd Lt. Robert Fogg, Jr.





1948



A Day on Grenier AFB in 
1948 



Mustangs in Winter 



SNAFU - Situation Normal All F*CK*D UP!

(Photos courtesy of Tom Hildreth)Photo by Bob Raiche



Military Air Transport Service (MATS)
1610th Air Transport Group – Atlantic Division MATS

1610th ATG Yearbook 1954 
(Aviation Museum of NH Collection)

Courtesy of Paul Hannon



The 1610th Air Transport Group Commanded 
by Col. Eugene C. Woltz

(Courtesy of Tom Hildreth) Photo by Bob Raiche



1610th ATG Boeing C-97 Stratofreighters
• Lineup at Grenier Field

Photo by Bob Raiche



Officers Open Mess, Base HQ, NCO Open Mess

(Courtesy of Paul Hannon)



Joint Military - Civilian Air Service (1951-1966)

Passengers Alight from Northeast DC-3 NC30087
(Courtesy of the Manchester [N.H.] Historic Association)

Northeast Airlines Restores Service to Manchester



Northeast Airlines Served the Ammon Terminal 
Beginning in 1961

• Northeast Yellowbird Fairchild 227

(Courtesy of the Manchester [N.H.] Historic Association)



Greater Manchester Industrial Airpark – 1960s

(Courtesy of Paul Hannon)



New Hampshire Air National Guard
• Col. Paul R. Smith, Group Commander

(Photos courtesy of Paul R. Smith)



Grenier Field, Manchester Airport, Sept. 29, 1961

(Courtesy of Paul R. Smith)



NHANG Complex - Southwest side of MHT

(Courtesy of Paul R. Smith, circa 1962)



Manchester Boys Club 
The Muchachos Drum & Bugle Corps                    

157th Air Transport Group, August 24, 1962

(Courtesy of Paul R. Smith)



Senior Noncommissioned Officers and Commanders
Pose with NHANG C-97 ‘City of Manchester’ 



Grenier Field Air Shows in the 1950s and 1960s

Grumman F-11F Navy Blue 
Angels 1958 Air Age Show 

(photo by Paul S. Trask)

1958 Air Age Show
(photo by Ron Boucher)

(Courtesy of Paul Hannon)



Northeast DC-6B “Sunliner” N6587C was only about 
One year old at the June 1958 Air Age Show

Photo by Ron Boucher



The next-to-last USAF Air Show in 1964

The military complex on the east side of 
Manchester Municipal Airport in 1965 

(courtesy of General Services 
Administration)

May 1964 – Only one more Armed 
Forces Day Show would follow

(USAF photo courtesy of Tom Hildreth) 



The Air Force Bids Adieux to Grenier Field 

(USAF photos courtesy of Tom Hildreth) 

1st Lt. Bruce T. Cunningham and Capt. Charles 
Bardwell preflight their Fairchild C-119 Packet 
(Flying Boxcar) on the wet Grenier Field ramp

November 19, 1965 – Staff Sgt. Robert Draper,
alone on the tarmac, awaits the crew

destined to fly the last C-119 out of Grenier Field



Two Towers at Manchester Airport

(Courtesy of Emanuel Lagerberg) Photo by Jason Bisson



Manchester’s Airport: Flying Through Time

1930s 2004

(photo by Richard Worth) (photo by Keith Raiche)



© June 2014 by Maurice B. Quirin
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