
Bi"centennial Adckess 
. .. . . .  

By t�t� H_,o�·ourable)Zrfc_Ric[tard Lovekin, U./J. in E 011d Head at the Mu·n·icipal Bicentennial
Celehr(Jtzons on Saturday 13'", July 1996. 

Salutatio'n 

Mayor Hamre, Mr. Aiex Sheperd; M.P., Mr. John O'Toole, M.P .-P. and friends: 

In.our early school years, I think·we can all remember the couplet: 

,-, In J 492, Columbus sailed The Ocean Blue. " 

The ·impression we were left wi.th as chfldren was that ·cor'umbus dis.covered America. 
. 

. 

He was the first. We now know that the Vikings beat him by some 500 ·ye·ars arriving in 

Virielan·d, now known a·s Newfoundland,-arotind 10°00 A.D. 

A lawyer friend of mine was explaining this correction of our childhood serious 

misconception of history to his young son while ·showing him a Viking m·ap that was on display 

at The Royal Ontario Museum in Totonto. The boy asked him if the India.11s watched the Vikings 

come ashore. 
. . 

When the father admitted that might well have b·een the case, the hoy replied, ."Well 

then, Father, the Viki'ngs w·eren 't the first ·people in Cq.riada were they? '' 
Our purpose liere today is not however to attempt to determi1:ie who was the very first 

pers·on to set foot in this area but r'ather to commemorate· the 2o'0th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
. . 

REAL BEGmNINGS OF PERMANENT ENGLISH SETTLEMENT IN THE TOWNS.I-TIPS 
o'E' DARLINGTON AND CLARKE:· 

. 
.. , 

What I say here tod·ay can only scratch the surface. If you �re serio�sly interested in our .. � 

loca·l history. May i make three ·suggestions. Buy and read two texts: First, Out of the Mists by 

Helen Schmid a�d Sid Rutherfora and the Township·s of Darlington an·d Clarke by Professor 

John Sq�air. Thirdfy, if yo·u ar� a focal residen·t, join the Newc·astle Village and District 

Histori'cal Soci�ty. I see its President Herb Taylor oi1 the ·grounds and I ani sure that h� will make 
you welcome. And now to ou·r su°bject: 
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When were Darlingto'n. arid Clarke born? Who or what were the parents? What were the

�eat bisto-ri"cal forces that created these fownsliips and brought the first pennai.1ent settlers to this 
. place? Why did they come here in the 1790's rather than earlier or later? 

Many of you knew m"y only brother, James Patrick�on Lovekin, Profe·ssor of History at 
LakeHea'd Univers"ity who is -not here today as· h_is faint heart stopped �-n ·Ea-ster Friday of this 
year. If his ghost does· ncit smite me down for my hi°storical oversimplifications may I try and

paint in the backgrou·nd against which Ioc-al s·et:tlement occurred. 

When the sun carrie up·o·n the mornin·g oJ Septe·mber 13 t1,, 1759 the brav·e and competent 

soldier M?ntcalm looked· our from the battfements of Citadel Quebec · a·nd saw General Wolfes

army. 

". There they are, " he s·aid, " where they have no right to be." 

He was correct, Henry Hudsqn and otners staked out the far north of North America for 

England and the 13 colonies on the Atlantic seaboard wei·e English; but the St. Lawrence, the 

Great_.I:akes arid the ·Mighty Mississippi all tl1e way to Louisiana were French. 
When we use the term, "Que.bee," today, we think of the present city or the province: 

but that is o·nly a shacfow of the Fren·ch Quebec of yesterday. The land· on which you are standing 

was once part of Quebec. 
The French trader, Antoine Cadillac pushed past here and founded Detroit in 1701, over 

. . . 

half of a century befor"e Wolfe took Q·uebec. La Salle passed this place on his way to the mighty 

Mississippi and to his de:ath at the han'ds of his own men in what is now Louisiana. Champlain, 

The Count de Frontenac arid their ilk all passed by. 
. '.':. '· '.\ 

Even the North American Indians had no major settlements here. It was a summer 

hunting area for 'th:e Iroquoi� fro"m the east and the Mississaugas and }Iurons from the we·st. Then 
caine two great events, the Americ3:n Revolution and the troubles in Ireland that arose out of the 
French Revolution· and they un'iea·sh�d forces that directly affected Uarlington and Clarke. 

Following the victo"ry ·on Ttie Plafns of Ab
.
raham the French Canadians were by the terms

�f the Quebec Act. of 1774 guarariteed their linguistic and religious rights by a wily Sir Guy 
. . 

Carleton, .later Lorq Dorchesfer who ·as a soldier was an·xious to have -a secure military bas·e for 

British forces ·on the flank of the rebellious American cofonies. 
Fren·ch Quebec became Britis11 Quebec in law :with the conquest but rem·ained French in 

flavour. Soon after the Quebec Act the American rebels were successful and the United Empire

Loyafists c·�me north ·so that they could remain -loyal· to the crown. They were ·not impresse·d wi
.�
h

th� fact that the laws, religion and cus·toms of Canada were nil French oriented. 

., . .. 
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. They quickly began "to fo'rward petitions ·and memorials to the British Parliament at 
Westminster praying that they: 

"Uiglif-be ·governed by tlte B·ritislt Consfitiitco'n and laws 
for iite siippo·,, oiw.1i{cft, a,id kis Majes"ty's crown an'd 

dign{tj, wefi_rs·t t'ooi lip �'rms in opp_osition to tlie A.11£erican congress." 
To a'ccommodate their loy�l subjects the British Parliament eventually passed what has 

become known as the Con·stitutfonal Act of 1791 which created Upper and Lower Can·ada (Upper 

Canada getting it's: name from· the fact it was further up the ·river.) Thus, two- solitude's were 
created, Engiish Upper·can.ada and FYench Lower Canada an'd we are still $Orting.that one out.

This constitutional change brought a de facto semblance of represe1itative government to 
Upper Canada: 6ut-by _ro·ya1 fostruction, an exe�utivc council was established and the Governor in 
co"imcil to.ok o�er the actual day to day operations o"f the government. This situation bears a 
startling-res·emblance to our mo"dern method of government witl1 the Canadian Privy co·uncil and 
it's Orders' In Colm.cil. 

Governor. John. Graves S-imcoe vigorously began to organize Upper Canada along

traditional British lines an'd to grant lands "to the intenseiy loyal British· immigrants coming north .
The first land grant in this newly cre·ated To\.ynship of Clarke was. _to Jasper Murdoch and 

Asso·ciates, who were obviously a group of land speculators. The M��d�;i1 grant was made on 

March 22nd
, i 79j. This grant was rescinded for non-perf ormanqe of conditions on May 2611\ 1796 

and the Township was de·cJared o·pen for" gen·eral settlement but three years had ·slipp·ed past 

while Murdoch doddl�d and this is why Darlington was ahead of Clarke in bona fide settlement 
� ,\. '-. '.'.'. 

in the early days. 
The first effective land grant to ·a permanent and genuine ·settler in Clarke was· then made 

to the Lovekins by What we now ca·ll a:n order in council on June 3 rd
, 1796, approximatefy one

week-and one council me·eting after Murdoch's land grant lapsed. It is thus quite" _clear that th�re 
could be no earli�r 'bon·a·fide- settlers. other than the Lovekins as the entire township conipletefy 
belonged to Murdoch and you can't have two owners of the same fand. 

The grant wa:s-made by Gov·errior John Gr·av·es Si'nic_oe-•sittirrg with h.i-s Executive Council 

in Navy Hall in the c�·untry of Linc.?In- (i.e.: Niagara on the Lal<e) as tlie capital _l�ad· not yet
m·oved to Yoik_(iater called Toronto). Rog�r Bates received the same so·rt of grant by order of the 
Executive Coundl later that same month namely on the 28 th of June, 1796. The dates on later 

. deed"s are not that ··significant as the ·paper \.vo�k to verify �he grants made 1qy the Execu�i�e
Counc'il took some time to preJ:iare and were registci•ed helter skelter by the grantee·s.

•., . 

...... 
,, ., 
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Richard �ovekin Senior died on the first of Ja'nuary 1798. This death resulted in the 
founding of Clarke's �rs't cen-i"efery on Richard Lovekin:'s farm Lot 35. The cem'etery is now in 
the cen·tetof the·'R.ic'e w·il_rnot Cre�kD�velc,pment. 

As early settlers, the ·B�tes ·ra:m•ii:y was· clos•;ty ·associated with the Lovekins. The wife of 
Ro·ger· B·ate·s, born in Massachusetts in pso died in 1s·10 and she is buried in this cemetery. 
Another neadston·e c�mmeinorates The'odo'sia Bates, wife of Richard Lovekin Junior who died in 

I 850. The net result of this Bates and- Lovekin marriage is· that all of the ·present Lovekin clan are

d·escendarits of both the Lovekins and the Bates so they are do'i,1bly connected to these early 

s·ettlers. 

. You are all invited to ah open hou·se at the Lovekin farm this afterno'on and you can tour

the cemetery at the ·s·ame tim•e. Ith"as ·be·en carefully pres·erved by th-e famiiy.

The very day that Richard Lovekin ·arrived in Clarke cannot he determined but tbe 

official historic_a( document which establ1shes the early' Lov·ekin physical presence in Clarke is 

found in a letter from the Honourable P'eter Ru-�s�l l ,  a_dministrator of Upper Canada to D.W.
. . 

Smitb, the Surveyo'f General dated October l 8 1
\ 1796 and it reads: 

Dear Sir: 

. . . 
Mr. Jolin Lovekin inform·ed me thdt he hds rio't '.been able to· ascertain his Jadiet's, brother's 

and 1tis own zdis in' the Townsh'ip' of Clarke for w�nt of the ba'ck concessions being laid off, 

h'ut tHat lte ltas Ditched UD(m No. 32 for John Lovekin, No. 33 for Riciiard Lo'vekili Junior and 
. ... . . . . .. . . 

. ,:-,. '. ':-.. . . 
' 

no. 35/or RicltardLove7dnSenior in 'thefirst concession with the brokenfrdhts. 

This official Jetter clearly e·stablishes that following their grant on the 3'0 of June 1796,

the Lovekins quickly took advantag·e of the g·ood. summer weather to phys'ica:Ily establish 

themsefves in Clarke. The female members of the f�mily had stayed in the United States of 

.America in the summ·e·r and winter of 1796 as Richard Lovekin anci tv-10 hired men cam·e to 

Upper Canada. The women were then b_rought to tlle fini"shed hou·s·e in 1797. Some hisfo1:ians 

thou"ght that tli·ey stayed fo Muddy Yo'rk (Toron'to) but .that is not correct, they stayep in New 

York State, U.S:A. fearful of coming. to the wilderness until the advance party had cohstri.tcted a 

home. 
In 179.3, To'ronto, the·n York, contained· ii bui°ldings. When the Loveki'ns came to Cfar.ke

m 1196 the civilian population of Toronto' wo�ld be a few hundred persons. When Rich.a.rd· 

•,. 
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Lovekin took off his first crop o'r wheat, he took it to Kingston in a c�noe to have it ground into 

flour as that was the closest mill. 

. · ... ..

In the �fly years foliowing the Lovekin·s arrival' s·ettlers streamed into the area arid a 
prosperous municipal lnfia:str'uc�re was built includ°i:a.g towns, roa.ds� grist a�d woolen mill's, etc. 

What d
.
id the bfg achievers o°fthe townships accomplish? May I cite s·o'me example·s: 

1) Industry - The first Massey Agricultural works was located a fe-w hundred· yards

north of where yo·u sta"nd; it became a world wide corporation. 

2) In the 3n1 estate - the newspapers. Newcastie cl"aims as it's own Joseph Atkinsb·n,

fou·nder of the Toronto Star;

3) In the ecclesiastical world. Bishop Charles Brent, the son of _Cannon Brerit Rector of
St. Georg·e•s ·for 42 "years. was an impJa:cable enemy of the illegal internationa·I trade

. . 

in drugs. He was· padre· to General Perishing and hen·ce to all Am;rican troops in

Europ·e in World War One:he i,e·came the first Episcopal Bishop of the Phillipine 

Isl�ds and_ he is cred.ited with being The Father of the World Congress of Churches. 
4)· In th"e" Environmin't"al Sphere - Samuel Wilmot was tne first person to breed trout in

capt1vity. Bis fish hat'chery on Wilmot Creek became the· Dominion fish breeding

est�blishment when Canad·a was b·orn in ·1867.
5) In Ed

0

ucation - Prof. John Squair, a Bo"wmanvifle b'oy ·was a��d�d the French Legion

of Hon·our for his work in Bflingualism and the list could go on and on. These were

the.giants of our area. However, as they say fo American Western movie"s meanwhile

back at th"e r·anch Prof. John Squai'r in h."is �xcellent text is kind. enough to say that
'' '."-· 

the .Lovekins ste·adily kept their place fr� th·e growth of the township.

In the m'ilftary, ·in the-}udic-iary and fn local politics they found .a modest place . Richard 
Lovekin made th·e milltia rofl call for the war of 1812-1814. J.P. Lovekin, ·senior Justice in tbe 

area, �as-tbe reeve o�the towirship at confederation in 1867, and so on . 

. The Lo;ekfu :tan1ily history i·s,_I belrev·e · of gen.era! interest because it is n ·o1: the story of a·
great famify -out rather the saga of a typical lo·cai family who while they are now in var·ious parts 

·of North A�erica, frave preserved their loc·a_l roots in these fownships and have participated fn a

limited way in lo"cal de�elo:pment and mun•icipal affairs over the p·ast two ·hund�ed y�ars.'
Our pre·s·ent home on Lot 35, Clarke vias bui}f in 1845 for J.F

°

. Lovekin's bride, Isa.be-Ila 
Shaw, grand daughter of Majo"r Ge.neral The 1-Ionoura.ble Aeneas -Shaw who interestingly enough 
wi5

.9
n the Execu'tive Cotindl wfro gave Richard Lo.vekin his land grant. I h�sten to say tha:t t_?is

wgs welJ before they were related .by mardagc; no coi1:flict of interest he're Mayor Hamre. 

.. : 

•• > 
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Lynn and I i�vite .yofr all to
. 
visit us this afternoon from 1 :00pm to 4:"0·opm . Our house is' 

no·t meant to b"e a·shrine· 6'r'a_s
.
howplace 61.it a livable family home . 

r would .like to·public"ly tha�k oi.ir Anierkan c�u_sins wh� hale from ·s�attl.e; Washington,
California, New Mexico, Texa:s and New England rind elsewhere for their far more than token 
representation here to'd�y: A speci_il weicome to Y?tt afr. 

In ·stim�ary,. then why die{ Ol.i"r a�·c·es"for� c6me here_? The co·riimon �hrea'.d is tl"!·at they 
came to esca:p·e politfoal"lirirest. °they c�e to build a new society by no·n-violerit means ·ba�-ed on 
justice, tranquinity and hard work. The real strength of these ·early settfo�s was ·tota·l co­
op�ratio� _in barn -raisin·gs, tbres"h1n·g o_f gra:fo, etc., they lovingly and loya.Iiy built a ·strong heal

community._ 
We won our co'mplete ind·ependeri•ce from Britain ·nam'ely full dominion status within· the 

family oft!1e Corrim."o·nwealth wi'thout violence. We freed the-slaves with a pen, not a sword and 
. . 

' •, ,. 

gave.American ·slave·s sanctuary. 
We, the d�scen_d:a.nts, a·re p·reseritly faced with a: grave Con·stitutional Crisis. Let us trust

·arrd hope in ti1·e best of our non-violent traditi"on·s and oi.1r famifiarity and acceptan·c·e of
comprorn:i�e that v/e: wilt' overcom·e -�nd that to · paraphrase the· words · "of Sir Wi'lfred °Lauri er,
"The-21 11

-centiry, as well a:s the 26in century wm also. be!Ong to, Canada.'_·::-·· 
Thank you Mayor Hamre for inviting in"e here today and thank' :;:;·u a_ll for being such a 

patient and attentive a1:1'4ience. 

1o·IAY 

I� 


