Statement by Frost
On Arrow De¢isioh

| Following is the fext of
| Premicr Frost's statement in the
| Legislature on Ottawa’s decision

fo drop the Avro Arrow pro-
' gram:

The decision announced in
Ottawa relative to the Arrvow
plane is one of the highest im-!
portance and could have momen-
tous effects. '

‘ The province and her muni-
cipalities, of course, have noth-
ing to say and could not possibly
be consulled in relation to the
high policy relating to this im-
poriant malter concerning na-
tion defense. Those decisions
are made elsewhere and upon
considerations and upon facls
vhich are not shared with the
ﬁ’rovincial Government or the

Ontario municipalities con-
cerned.

Where the Ontario Govern-
ment has a very definite inter-
est and concern is in relation to
the commitments made by the
Provincial Government, by the
municipalities concerned in re-
lation to servicing the very vast|
requiremenfs of the Avro and
Atrow projects. These commit-
ments are huge. They have been
undertaken in good faith.

We have never been consulted

Therefore, provincial interest
and concern relates not ta the
Arrow nor to defense projects,
because those are decisions for
Lthe Canadian Government.
Whal we are concerned with,
and must be concerned wilh, are
the commitmenls made by the
Ontario Government, the muni-
cipalities and by thousands of
individuals, which were made in
good faith and in this regard,
the Canadian Government has
a very definite responsibility,
and one which ecannot be
answered merely by a change of
policy.

I gather from the prime min-
isler's statement that other and
more modern defense weapons
are to.be constructed. Such
being the case, I would take it
as fundamental that Avro and
the related and supporting in-
dustries and, by reason of this,
the municipalities, the province
and the individuals would re-
ceive the {first consideration in
an alternalive program.

I think very clearly the
problem now is {o provide a rea-
sonable substitute program to
take care of the municipalities
and the thousands of individuals
who are affected by this change

{by the Ottawa Government now |of policys

or M the past in relation to de-
|fense .requirements, hut as 1
said, commitments have been
made in good faith for schools. !
'roads, sewers, walerworks, hous-
ing projects and a host of other
things.

The Government is also very,
much concerned with the plight
of thousands of individuals who
have been brought together to
service this defense project.!






