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“Action!” yelled the divector. Ag
the: film cameras rolled, the hangar
curiains weee drawn 1o veveal a
2rant, gleaming white plane - the
AVio Arvvow, civea 1957,

CIEowas absolutely stunning,”
“i Allan Jackson, “1 just kind of-
froae 1 nwe, Maay people who had
anvnd for avialion were in tears,”

The Weilaskiwin man was among
the eeowil mbled al n Winnipeg
S mise i earlier this monib {op
e beat day of filming of The Arrom,
fmitlion minvseries sched
tled o are on UBC early next year.

Jackison was not thers as a movie
oxtea, On evenings and woeekends
over neavly six venrs, he ep [
mos of i tuatsize veplis
(ST T Arrow  that s
HOVIOE eenlrepioee

The produeers of the movie had
‘o about Jackson's project on
Internet, through chal by Avreo
Arroew bufts, They eut a deal
it supplied the voughly 70
per eent of the plane he'd com-
preted — cioigh to [ three T
Leiiers and hus knowledge of
now o assembile i, The producers
fshed the plane and promised o
St i gt the end of flining to
wetaskiwin  for display at the
Resnolds Alberta Museunm. The
HIUSENE 18 nHw Leving to tind space
e the nlane
HEwas 8 win win gltuation,” he
il

iy

ihe

JACERON, 60, works a8 a sales est
MAtor o o steel graling manuine
LHFEE Bt 95 4 (eenager in the 19505
e buill model  aieplanes  and
dreamed of being an aeronauties
SHEINGET

ARGE high sehool, he envollod in
anodereniutics  profgram at the
Soutiorn Alberta nstitite of Tect
HOlHEY 1 Caldary. But his eaveer —
andl those of thousands of others
cHettely ended Bob, 20, 1954,

Charles Rusnall, 7 Jourmal
Allan Jackson and a photo of his
replica

Woen Avio Aireratt of Malion, Uit
announced that the federal govern
ment bad cancellod the Arrow oro
el AviEo Laid off 14,000 employes

“Lielt as this green person with
nhoexperience hat  acronautics
whs o dead-end eareer 8o | weni on
0 other things,” Jackson said

in 1987 he tound a book aboit the
Arvow, riehly illustraiod with dia
Lrams and pietuves, He beligved
the plane vepresented the Dina
ele  of  Canadian  aeronadtic
achievement, Capable of fving at
wice the speed of sound, the long
vange,  fightevfiniercentor  was
reputed to be the mosi technically
innovative airerafl of it5 time,

“It had a 16t of technolagy back
i 1857 that 18 now i use on mod
er fghter jets,” he said, “i was
way anead of its time.”

Juckson began o decam “about

ates a repilica fit for the movies

“It had a lot of
technology back in 1957
that is now in use on
modern fighter jets. It
was way ahead of its
time,”

~—= Allan Jackson

what the Arrow was and what
could be done about somehow
bringing it back,”

Three years passed before he
decided o make it a reality, His
fivst ientative step was to try dupli-
cating the plane’s cockpit and nose
section. In his garage, he made an
air iniake out of wood and fibre-
flass,

That wasa't so ditfieult, he s,
50 he built the other air intake.
Then the nose cone and finally the
cockpit. The finished seciion was
installed i the Reynolds Alberta
Museum in 1094,

“For some unknown reason, [
thought, ‘“Way oot try to build the
resl of ig?"

Wy oearly 1066, he had fabrieated
the  planes 26 metre-long  siee!
feame, whieh he stored in a cow
pastire. He was completing all the
alr surinees — the rudder, wings
and hinged Navs on the WINES = 1n
nis erampod (we-car gavage when
the movie people diseovered his
wiork .

Jackson 18 quielly proud of his
achievement, not just for himself
bt for Canadian aviation hisioy

The Canadian government, he
contends, tricd to erase the plane
from history by desiroving every-
thing —the prototypes, which were
Cut up for serap, the tooling, the
plans. But he brought the Arrow
back.

VAR L larned ont, the Arrow did-
niodie despite all that destrae-
Hon,” We said.

“The legend Hives on,”
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