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https://www.roadabletimes.com/roadables-vtol_avrocar.html

This is a portion of the material found in a website called "Avro Canada'’s Flying Saucer - The VZ-9V Avrocar
Flying Disc". The vehicle was one of the earliest VTOL aircraft and was built for the U.S. Airforce. The
website was the work of David Mackechnie, but that site was discontinued in the summer of 2002.
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While CIA agents were dispatched to watch eastern skies for flying
saucers, U.S. Air Force officers were visiting Malton, just outside
Toronto, the headquarters of Avro Aircraft, a subsidiary of A. V. Roe
Canada Ltd. and the British Hawker Siddeley Group.

After the war, Avro Aircraft, in Malton, Ontario was the place to be
for hotshot aircraft designers fleeing Britain's doomed aviation
industry. Among them was a supremely talented 31-year-old, John
Frost, who had already earned a reputation for unorthodox design
with the sleek de Havilland 108, a swallow-shaped research plane
and arguably one of the most beautiful aircraft of all time.

Mr. Frost was brought to Avro Canada
to work on the CF-100 fighter, a design
he never really liked. He soon became
obsessed with far more radical
departures from orthodoxy. It is unclear
whether he drew inspiration from the
increasingly widespread popular
legend of alien-piloted flying saucers
skimming through the postwar skies, or
how much he relied on previous
research.

He would have known about the
"Coanda effect," named after a French
Romanian inventor, Henri-Marie
Coanda, who experimented with the first rudimentary jet engine as
early as 1910. He found that a turbojet would not only provide thrust;
by sucking in air, it could also create a vacuum above the wing and
thereby produce extra lift.

There is plenty of evidence that, in the closing stages of the Second
World War, the Nazis began to experiment with secret weapons built
around the Coanda effect. Among the documents in the CIA's "X-
File" archives is an interview given by a German aeronautical
engineer, Georg Klein, who claimed to have worked on a flying
saucer under the supervision of Luftwaffe designers Rudolf
Schriever and Richard Miethe.

Another document from the archives is a 1950 article written by a
German émigré in Chile, Eduard Ludwig. The article, submitted to a
Chilean magazine but apparently never published, was titled "The
mystery of 'flying discs' -- a contribution to its possible explanation."
It recounted Dr. Ludwig's wartime work at a Junkers research
facility, where he helped to develop a "one-piece metal wing"
functioning as a "speedily rotating top" capable of vertical takeoff
and high speeds.
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"The experiments turned out to be extremely difficult and involved
many casualties," Dr. Ludwig observed drily, clearly rueful that the
spinning-top experiments had not come to fruition before the arrival
of the Red Army.

He concluded: "The future will show whether the 'flying discs' are
only the products of imagination or whether they are the results of a
far-advanced German science which possibly, as well as the nearly
finished atomic bombs, may have fallen into the hands of the
Russians."

Some of the Luftwaffe's top engineers did, indeed, end up in
Moscow, while a handful, such as Wernher von Braun and Dr.
Miethe, were spirited away to the West. Dr. von Braun, of course,
became the father of the U.S. space program. No one seems sure
what became of Dr. Miethe.

In his own work at Malton, John Frost seemed to be groping his way.
He was in search of the aeronautical holy grail of the age, the
vertical takeoff and landing (VTOL) craft, but he began his research
on a spade-shaped craft before settling in 1953 on a disc. The
original concept called for a single flat turbojet to draw in air from
above and force it out through nozzles around the edge of the craft.
It would be kept aloft by a cushion of air and pulled upward by the
Coanda effect.

The early work was
carried out in total
secrecy; only a handful o
Avro workers were told
what was going on. "It
was so secret that when
Frost would come to the
welding shop, he would
sketch the piece he
wanted on some paper |
and, when we had , ; .
finished, we had to put the sketch in a special garbage bag," Alex
Raeburn, Avro's workshop superintendent at the time, recalls.

Verne Morse, a company photographer, was made privy to the
secret only once it had begun to take shape. "There was a stupid
rumour going around the plant that we were building a flying saucer,
and everybody was laughing about it," he says. "Then one day | was
called in by security, and | was told | needed clearance because we
were building a flying saucer.

"My first impression was that this was ridiculous," but when he was
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wouldn't have it," Mr. Palfrey recalls. "When the Americans
suggested that, it was about the only time | ever saw him angry."

Mr. Frost insisted he could fix the problems, but the U.S. military was
rapidly losing interest. After spending $7.5-million, the Defence
Department pulled the plug at the end of 1961, Killing the Avrocar.
Mr. Frost left the country a bitter man. "He was completely fed up,"
Mr. Palfrey says. "It was a sad story. He was a fine guy. A
gentleman."

The designer ended up in Auckland, where he spent the rest of his
days dreaming up gadgets for Air New Zealand, such as a hydraulic
tail dock to allow engineers easy access to commercial planes. But it
was small potatos compared to the cosmic ambitions of Project Y,
and the sense of betrayal was as keen as ever when he finally
retired in May of 1979.

In his valedictory interviews, Mr. Frost told the local press that he
had been robbed of credit for inventing the Hovercraft by Sir
Christopher Cockerell. The
irony was that, at Malton, Mr.
Frost's eyes had been so set
on the skies he failed to spot
the Avrocar's ground-hugging
potential. Within a few days of
leaving his job, he died. He
was 63.

The legend of Project Y lives
on in the Web pages of
committed ufologists. Some
speculate that it had been a
stunning success, and the
litany of design errors and
disappointments recalled by Avro veterans was merely a cover
story. Others believe the project was merely a smokescreen for the
Pentagon's "real" flying saucer project being masterminded in secret
bases such as Roswell, perhaps by mysterious superannuated
Nazis such as Dr Miethe.

As for secret weapon 606A, the prototype is gathering dust in a
corner of a Maryland warehouse that serves as a storage facility for
the National Air and Space Museum Jack Walker a veteran pilot
who shows visitors ;

around, cannot
understand why
anyone would want to
see it, and warns
visitors not to get too
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This is from the Regina Leader Post on Friday, December 3, 1954:

(The dates just somehow don't make sense!)

Saucer project shelved

* * ¥ C. D. Howe [known as the Minister of Everything] reveals $100,000,000
craft worthless

LONDON (Reuters) - Trade Minister Howe said Thursday that Canadian
scientists worked for about 18 months on a $100,000,000 flying saucer project
but it was finally shelved.

Howe ... said the Avro Canada firm planned the oval-shaped aircraft but finally
dropped it.

"We did the engineering on it and proved to ourselves that it would fly but we
did not carry it to the mock-up stage because it did not seem to have any useful
purpose.” he said.

"It cost about $100,000,000 to develop and did not seem sufficiently promising
to be worth going with"

This would appear to be an artist's rendering of a somewhat advanced version of an
Avrocar!

http://www.odyssey.on.ca/~dmackechnie/Avrocar.htm 12/06/00





