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Leh: Thanks to a much-

modified small-block Chevy,
Jim Rahm's homebullt all

composite Lancair 4P is the
fostest V-8-powered vehicle
in the world. The crank turns

ot car speeds, and the
reduction box in the alloy

casing on the right reduces
the prop speed to a workable
level. There was no such

problem with the Model A
Ford engine in the Pietenpois
in the Thirties (above).
Below: For a modem engine

to work correctly, a belt-drive
reduction system is the

simplest solution.

I

militar\ surplus engines lo work wiih in the
Fifties and Sixties. Lycoming 4.7-liter
0-290 lour.' in neu condition went for

SI25. and several popular airplanes, espe

cially the Thorp T-18. were designed around
it. but those days are long gone, and a neu
Lvcoming producing the same power costs
between S26.(XK) and S32.000. and some

times more, depending on configuration.
These engines are usually low-compression
and carbureted, have simple combustion
chambers that take into account nothing that

has been learned in the past fifty years about

increasing efficiency and reducing emis
sions. and are not even precisel> made b\
car standards. So it is obvious that there are

ureal incentives for amateur aircraft builders
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Twenties. Bernard Pietenpol designed a sim-
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Uahter Model .\s. -
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Steve Wlttman's lastcase
Aviation pioneer

Toilwind (above) hod an inverted
Oldsmobile alloy V-8 from the Sixties. The
certified Canadian Orenda engine began
life os a big-block Can-Am engine.
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