
Gqncelling Ariow terrible blow
by Robert Benzie
(With permission - The Calgary Sun)

As John Diefenboker burned in hell, you con be sure the crotchety Proirie
oof wqs chorocleristicolly incensed obout his rother dubious ploce in history.

These doys, the deceosed Tory prime minisler is on the minds of mony, os
Conodions remember his meon-spiriled concellolion in .I959 

of lhe Avro CF-.l05 
Arrow jet fighter

We're lhinking obout Diefenboker becoue of the excellent CBC mini-series,
The Arrow, which recently revived the heoted possions thoi surrounded the
cF-r 05.

As osl peopte know, the Avro Arrow wos designed ond buili in Molton, Ont.
to be lhe besl oll-weother interceplor in the world.

Fosler ond more beoutiful thon ony fighier before or since, the Arrow wos o
victim of petty portison polilics ond once its Liberol bockers were out of
power, Diefenboker's Tories killed it - ond .lhe notion's oerospoce indusiry.

Thousonds of engineers were ihrown out of work ond out of Conodo,
Froced obrood, they helped MSA pul o mon on the moon ond oided

Britoin ond Fronce in developing the supersonic concorde, omong olher ovi-
olion milesiones.

ln o sod kind of o woy, conodo hos never reolly recovered from the Arrow's
irogic end.

Developed in the high-flying '50s, lhe plone soored before this counlry
developed ils present inferiority complex.

There wos o lime, though il now seems difficult io believe, when conodo
wqs oboul surmounling ony ond,oll chollenges; obout toking on lhe world
ond winning; oboul working logether for the greoler collective good.
_ lf thot spirit emonoted first from Molton's sprowling A,v Roe conodo oircrofl
foctory'in the heody doys ofter the second Wortd Wor it certointy reoched its
zenith ol Expo '67 in Monfreol, when conodo wos lhe centre of il oll.

since 'l 967, lhe notion's downword spirol hos entwined the FLe crisis, two
Quebec referendums, increosing regionol selfishiness in the West, the weok-
ending of o strong centrol goyernmenl, o divisive constituion, mililory scon-
dols, the demise federolly of two greot politicol porties (ond the rise of two
porochiol protest porlies in their ploce), on enfeebled lobor movemenl ond
sloggering gulf between the hoves ond hove-nots, until we hove come to
where we ore lodoy.

Despite lhe cheerleoding of Prime Minisler Jeon chretion, the country locks
the con-do drive il hod in ihe l9S0s ond 1960s.

A G7 notionol in nome only, conodo seems lo hove begrudgingly occepl-
ed thot greotness doesn't hove to be ochieved here; thqt ils o(to-oe second
or third-besl; lhot ours should be litfle more ihon o bronch-plont eccnomy.

ll's lerrible betroyol in o 20lh cenlury thot Prime Minister Witfrid Lourier
pledged would beiong ot us.

.w" |rqu" long feored'ou r politicor leoders lock vision - soy whot you wont
oboul Quebec secessionisls, ql leosl they seek whot they belibve lo be o bet-
ter sociely * bui thot moloise, lhql sense of helplessness, hos seeped from
Porliomenl Hill throughout the lond.

Moybe the deolh of lhe Avro Arrow didn't stort oil of lhis.
ll coul$ iusl be o setf-deslruclive flow in ihe Conodion chorocier.
Bul surely Diefenboker's decision to ceose produciion of the oirplone -ond his vindictive order thot every losi Arrow be cul up ond sold ior scrop

metcil ond oll blueprinis burned - *or o horbinger of ine mediocrity to
come.

successive conodion governments hove curloiled expensive defence pro-
groms since'1959, such os the EH-101 heticopter thot hetped defeot the
Tories o litlle more lhon three yeors ogo.

Yet nothing looms so ominously os t6e Arrow,

, And lhol is becous.e it stillevqkes o bifiersweet nostotgio of immense possi-
bility for moy Conodions.

lor those of us too young to remember lhis counlry before it become sec-
ond-rote.. wolching cBC's The Arrow sporked thoughts of whot might hove
been... if only.

_lt olso conjured up imoges of leetotolting, non-smoking, God-feoring John
Diefenboker crockling omong lhe flomes bt Hodes. Beclouse some siis con
never be forgiven.
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