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I wos prepored to be glued lo the W

tne night the CBC poroded out the first
episode of its mini-series Ihe Arrow.

After oll, os o honorory comrnonder in
the Colgory-bosed Honoroble Guord
to ihe I'uluseum of the Regiments, o hon-
orcry life rnember in the Royol
Ccncdicn Legion, ond sn hcnorory life
rnember in the Ex-Air Gunners
Associotion of Conodo, I consider
nnyself o greot potriot.

And wosn't the Avro Arrow CF-]05 the
stuff cf patriotism?

it -qurely 'wcs.
And even tt one cf my greoiest

friends, John Diefenboker - whose pho-
toercphs ond letl'ers lirte the wolls of my
Cen - killed the Avro Arrow I still wonled
to see ihe show ond get the inside story
on the greotesl f ighter plone evet
designed ond built.

You see, I believed in the rnyth of the
Avro Arrow, too. Finolly, the CBC wcs
doing something of relevcnce.

Cnly it wosn'i.
Vihot we got wos just onotlrcr round cf

thirC-rcte holf-fcct, onC half-fiction.
lncredibly, the CBC even went so fcr

os to writing in o port for on utterly ficti-
tious womon jet piloii

A womon jet fighter pilot - blonde
bombshell, too - in .I959?

Why this obsurdity?
Beccuse the CBC hcrd to be politicol-

lv correct.
Sc its mini-series wcsn't correct of oll.
There wos even qa spct in whlch

President Dwight 'Eisenhower ond
Diefenboker are sittrng in o rowing bor:i
in the middle of q loke fishing together.
Itreir supposed ccnversoilon - ond how
could onyone ever know whot hop-
pened out in the rnidcjie of o loke - hod
fisenhower telling Dlef the furow hod to
go. U.S. blockmoil, nc less.

Ihe evil U.S. miliiol''y-inclustriol com-
plex

Tc me, the CBC nninr-series wos just o
lood of junk, from stoi^t to finish.

I soy thot os some*fle whc until the
post rnonth truly onrj lntensely believed
in the myth of the furow.

Not ony more. I believe in the truih.
The truth is thot Diefenboker didn't kill
the Arrow becouse he wos blockmoiled
by the U.S. or becouse it hod originolty
been o Liberol government projeit. He
killed it becouse oi vost ccst over-runs,

IT

mojor design weoknesses, ond the foct
thot no one other thon the Rcyol
Conodion Air Force wonted to buy it.

He olso lislened to the best militory
experts in the world, who told him obout
the rise of Soviet rccketry, o nd
exploined why, os mognificent os the
Arrow wos, it wos olso obsolete.

Diefenboker, the old soldier thot he
wos, wcrs tormented by his decision,
ond mode it only reluclontly. He nnode
it even though he wos bullied by A'rro's
CEO, Crowford Gordon, o roving olco-
holic cnd roving wornonizer, ployed in
the movie by Dcn Ackroyd, who threot-
ened oll kinds of dire consequences if
the prcject didn'f continue.

Diei clso killecJ the project even
though mony Progressive Conservotive
MPs begged him to keep it going. He
octuolly went ogoinst the wishes of
tltr;ch of his cwn coucus, beccuse he
knew ii ',.,':s the rlght thing to do. Ontorio
Premier Leslie Frost - thot greot old mon
cf cunservotisrn - clso tried to pressure
Diefenboker into putiing the plone into
full-scole produciion.

Frost promiseci oll ilinds of thin.qs to
Diefenboker, bi:t Dief knew it would be
irresponsible to repoy Frost for politicol
fovors. (Uniike *!eon Cretien's Liberol
government which will pour billions of
dollors of Ccncdion toxpoyer's money
into ony useless project just to win
voles).

Tolking cf ; 
=i,g iuls, * iood number of

Grit ivlPs hod dcubls obout the Arrow
frorn dcy one. Despite whot you moy
heor todoy, the Liberols were nol .l00

percent behind the Arrow. Not ol oll.
Biogrophies by or obout Lesier Peorson,
Puul Mortin Sr., icick ['ickersgili ond C.D.
Howe voice these doubts cleoriy,

Though I 2,000 jobs were of stoke,
pcliticions on cll sicles of the Commons
felt the jobs were too expensive ic sove.
li iust didn't rnoke sense on ony lrcrit
rn i I lic ri ly" r*c n no rn i c o i ly o r pc I it i c c I I y.

Yes, the Avrc furow wos o beoutiful
plooe., So is the Concorde. But the
ConcoreJe has lost billions, o nd so
wouio the Arrow.

Still, u/e slrould hove kept the proto-
types, And used the Arrow of militory tly-
posts crll over the notion for years to
come.

(Jockson is Associ ofe Editor of the
Colgcry Sun, ond one cf Conodc's mos/
respecfed ond confrcversio I jour nolis/s.J
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&s Awiatlqrm Hevtrs serys itr*r
_ Ajt wos noi destroyed, cul or burned. we think thol Bombordier somehow got the
formulo to wholevet it is thot blinds Liberol leoders lo oviotion's reolities, ond com-
plels them lo throw our money ot pretty oerophnqs ond blue skies like oviotion
ployboys.
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