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Killing Arrow project right thing to do: expert 
By Jason Warick 
olThe SwPhocnlx 

Contrary to popular myth, conspira• 
cy theories, and a recent CBC minis­
eries, the Avro Arrow was not the glo­
rious Canadian military accomplish• 
ment many have made it out to be, 
says the curator of a new exhibition on 
the controversial aircraft. 

An exhibition on the Avro Arrow 
now on display at the Diefenbuker 
Centre dispels some of the myths sur­
rounding the supersonic interceptor 
project which was scrapped by 
Ottawa. 

The curator of the display, Husscll 
Ioluger, said he was "appalled" by the 
recent CBC miniseries on the Arrow's 
rbe and foll. 

"A lot of the information was wrong. 
They idolized and demonized who 
they wanted. We wanted to debunk the 
myths," said !singer, who did his mas• 
ter's thesi s on the Arrow. 

"ll was sad . It was a great story with• 
out tinkering with it. I guess they did• 
n't want to let the facts get in the w~:y 
qf a good story." • • 

'fl1e miniseries vilified then Prime 
Minister John Diefenbaker, but 
lsinger said his predecessor, Louis SL 
Laurent, should shoulder more of the 
blame. 

He said Diefenbaker did the right 
thing when he cancelled the now 
mythical Arrow project in 1959. It was 
skyrocketini; cost:; and a changing mil­
itary landscape that led lo the Arrow6 
cancellation, not some sinister Ameri­
can plot, he argues. 

11,inger's plain but Intriguing collec-
tion in the main room of the Diefen- -SP Photo by Gord Waldner 

baker Centre tells the Arrow's story The Avro Arrow exhibition Is on display at the otefenbaker Centre unUI the end of the month 
through photos, news clippings, and _ 
secret documents. 20-minute video. bat the threat of Sovie t bombers Laurent ordered what the display 

There is also a five-part summary to A.V. Roe Canada Ltd. was commls- Invading by way of the North Pole. calls the "fatal expansion" in 1955. 
walk you through the material, and ·a sioned in 1953 to build a plane to com- It began as a rnoJ est projec t, but St. The project was "the most expen-

1tive Canadian defence project evc:r 
undertaken,~ whlC:h directly lllld ln(!i- -
rectly emp oyed a staggering 41 ,000 1 
people. ; 

Testing of. ,prototypea proved the , 
Arrow was a highly capable fight er 1 
plane. , but St Laurent failed to deal 1 with the ballooning costs of produc- • 
tion. : 

Originally budgeted for about $2 
million each, the Arrow was eventual- • 
ly projected to COijl more than $12 mil 
lion each. 1 , . 

Canada wu also having trouble 
marketing the Arrow to its alli es , who 
believed the threat of Soviet bombers 
was becoming less of a threat. 

The first Arrow prototype was 
unveiled on the very same day In 1957 
the Soviets launched Sputnik, the first 
satellite. 

Canada andita allies were auddenly 
more worri~ •bout the threat of ruii­
iiles than litf.a~cic l!ombers. 

The Diefenbaker goveroment put off 
its decision to sc(llp the Arrow proj11cl 
several time~ because it wQuld ~ut so 
many peopl'1 ~ut ~f work. 

Dle(enbali:et thially announced can­
cellation ofl~TArrow In February 
1959. .rmrru,,,'' , ·. -' , · 

"We're not an apologist for the 
Diefenbaker government He took: too 
long to c~ it, but Diefenbaker waa 
right <to scrip' the project)," hi11&er 
said. 

While Isln&er railed a&alll!t t~4 
television miniseries, he 1>ald U 
should give the display a lo~ of ftet ' 
publicity. , • '. . 

The Arrow display, which runs until . • 
the end of the month, should help 
attract new vlsiton; to the Diefenbak: • 
er Centre, said weekepd manager 
Dianne Schnell • 

Isinger said people who come lo the 
centre will get "an accurate portrayal 
of both sides of the story." 

STC-plclns to slash 55 jobs in next 12 months · 
By Bruce Johnstone 

t,.p 1·1nanci.,1 Editor 

HEGINA - Faced with mounting 

not release its 1996 results for another 
couple or months. But Gl endinning 
said last month the provincial bus 
company lost about $6 million in Hl'lti 

"We're disappointed with our (1996) 
rt0c:11ltc: ;., for,.....c nf ,...., ,,. rnr-f,-. Th;,. .,.,..,., .. 

ees got their notice last week. Unlike 
SaskTe l. which Is offering early retire­
ment packages to as many u 500 
(\ ........... , ,., ,, ,., A,• c::rrr, ,. ·,, nt ,,IYl'\l"lnoi , ... , . .. n 


