
2 Aprll 1959 

Air Chl•f Manhal Sir Thomen G. Plb, • 
A.O.C. -ln-C, K.C.l.,C.8.E.,D.F.C. and Bar, 
R. A. F • Fighter Convnand, 
Bentley Priory 
Stcu11110re, Mlddlesex, • 
ENGLAND. 

/ 
Dear· ,...,~ e """-

I cm.,,. that yaJ will haw foUow.d the events In Conada owr 
the last few WMlu, ond must know how disappointed we all aN at the way 
the final decision went. It betJn1 to appear that the peUtldana are now 
ruling tile rooat, with the S.Vlc:es takJn9 a very tecond place. It hCII, 
naturally, affected-.. te • very QNGt extent, and I have lat appreadmately 
7S,S. of my eneinee,lne llaff, hewever, we dO haw .. Interesting prolech 
coml~ Glong, and tnteftd tG atay In the dewlop .. nt buslwa, If humanly 
poalble. . 

Our Air force and the GOYemment how still not mode up tfiirr~·- -~~- • 
minds on what to do with the fJve Arrows that were flyins, and the five that 
we,. beine prepared for the flight test progR1m. However, It occurred to me 
that they might be useful In the reMOteh work which la ping on In the U .K. 
an o Mach 2 supersonic transport, since, with the lr lors,a Ql'fflCIIMnt bay, 
th.y would be a perfect labonatory for equipment testlrt9, and, at the tame 
time, would be useful in the si-,latlon of airport approach and take-off fot 
ground control , etc. 

I have written te Georp GardMr to IN what he thlnb about 
this Id.a, since lt would appeer to be a .-, pity t') haw tMM alrcn1ft, 
which heave behawd t.__.l._. • well~ fwt r,und into the Mt, when 
they lftltht be utefvlly Yted on IOffle suctl ...-arch p,ogn:am to 9"Nf' effect. 
To my lmowledga, there is nothi"I opproachlna their perfomlmnce and cap­
acity oYGllable for this pu,poee at the preNnt time. 

I woncl.N4 what 'fO', penonally, thought about the Idea. The 
re.,-t, of coune, would have to be IIICICMt on ea govem,nent-to-goverNNnt 
basis, and tl,_ la extffMlly short, since our Department of Defence Produc­
tion a,. now formulating their pcM Icy for dlspoaitia, o,f these alrcmt • 
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lncldentolly, Sir Rey has asked • to tab a pasltl., In the 
U .K., ond lam ln the process at the fllOfMftt of trying to tlecld. (utt what 
tc do, however, we or• malt anxious that there be no dlacuaion of the 
polllbtllty of my going to th. U .K. at this tlllM, beauN of the effect that 
It mJ ght haw on our pr09f'Qms at this end. I f Ult mention It on a penonal 
bwsis, alnc:e, when I wm cat your hcMe In October, Lady Pike ~lie 111d 
the poalbllity of exchanging our teen ogNI ~ fer the..,,..... 10 that they 
may aet a better appreciation of our two oountrl•, anG I pro111ieed to writ• 
cl_., to th• sumtner hollcbyt and try to amang9 this. Unfortunately, the 
uncertainty with regard to my future moves makes It diffletJlt to Clfl'Cl'r. anr 
thing at thl1 time, W I will try to lcNp fO" paated on th. dedshw t 
moy come out OYer the next few w..ks. 

Pleae 9ive my regards te Lody Plke. I wtll be owr In .Nne 
and hope te haw the oppanunity fo, a .,tet chat with ~ Qt that time. 

Klnc6est"regmds, 

Sincerely, 

JCF-k.n 




