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AsrroArrow
mlrth onhead
Tories didn't order jets' destruction,
Diefenbaker cabinet 4ember saYs

.rusrtx xlxGSLlY
conodisPta

A member of John Dlefenbaler'r
cabhet lus renl€d decedct of conr!}
tlorul thlnllng on thc fste of thE reE
lutionara Avm Arrou J€t by rssartlrg
thlt the cablDel never ordered thc
plan6 delEoyed ud thlt the Unlted
StarB actu]ly otrrEd to bsip lrlvr8i
theprograra. :.:

Plerre SevlEtty, 8socletr def8t!c.
mjrBter ln Didelblxer'E EoErtrmeot
&om 1959 to fS, sld lnanceDtlntar
vifr tEt il wsCtax/brdGordo4 tba
mcrcurlsl bGss 8t A.V Ra - th3 A!'
mw's mufacturer - who ordattd sll
37 plan6 sd tbeblueprbE d4.toyd.

!\rrtjrermore. sevEny sid, ttl€
AEedffis r4 ln fmur of conlinu'
lnaproductionof th.CF 16a the Ar'
wwB known,udoffitofmrn€
It! consuuction to equip RCAF
squdrcns alter thc Dlefenbaler 8ov'
ernment cmeled tha Dro8ra$ b+
anrseof it9risin8cL

Tltc Amerlcus have long &€n ac'

ll t i'iYii'-L

'r, ' {t't'-' Zf il
7: '4rD

G*Z€ (Tv

cued ot instigsttnS the Arrow3 PlerEs'sl8rrysthltlo[rcb
demise But Sevimy, now 80 ud a lec' Montrcd
nrrer at Con@rdia UnireFity said the
cabinet categprically refu€d the SevignyiscateEoricalinde{lecting
Anerrcan o[e].'fie U.S., perhaps ln bla.rre for urr Arros's detiuctton
u eflort to ptewnt any disrupdon ln 0iom $e lbria
th. Cedie mnomy, oflemd to Pay 'That order did not mme fmm thc
for *r. mEucde of the Arox1" Se cabinet." SeviSDy laid "we wmted to

vigny s"r. pul thce plar.s in slor,te 8nd k€ep at

,^!o*xatu*rcnorr lffi'ffii*'ifilifiJelnorea'on
'I!ey rcrs tlE orly rich counEy in "The ordeF wer€ tn fact to suspend

the world and wer? finilcm8 811 thc production- ka€p the project on ice'

NATO oulries It eus€d an abom' and kep thc blueprin8 for ult'rlor
heble friction, ald Cuds replied it 6Erl& J6! in B*"
dldn't need anrw's chartty" DeslSned u s dc{rnc a8ainst Russ'

Sovigny srved il wodd \ryil U be lrtr bomb.F durin8 the Cold war' $e
fort hi lost a leg and ua! ewntuauy supeMnic' rwin4nglne' delt!-wugtd
promoteO to cot&et" He is an o{nc"r of Arlrcw w8 a sourct of 8r€at pride for
ibe order of Caneda He's also Iemem' Canadian3. Tha airframe and engDe'

bered for his aIlair wl& Gerdt Mun' the mi$ile arnam€nt ild electmnlc
ira8er, a German wom wilh a shady radr systems wem all plasned to be

b€clmud. &oE 1958 to 1961. produc6 of Canrdian mrnds and sgl'
When Ue liaisoa iHalne public ilr nern&

:f;,'mffi;mJffHfr FuwEDrEsrxoxY
is ne""r a iruflW rlsk as th! Liber' lvlt} its mellation e.Ele ilevitlbl8
alr aleged. ard a book oa tJrc alfair md surprisinSiy durable aeouts
giO G rict Se"igry *"sfamea- thai haY€ becoac thc Arros myth !I1d

It bas ben alrroct,l0 yesrs sinc€ tba bg?nd
Am .trrcw pmict sa caneled md But SeviSDy's testinony is p8rily
iir" p.toap pt 

""s 
destmysd. sevi' 0r*€d' Isinger saia

-"t"."ouot'of smeof thecrcuEl' NationalDefencrftles madepublic
itinces are vrewed as on. of the last in the late 1ss indicated General

avadable sources of first'hand in or' G€orgePea*€a.defenceministerlutd
matron on the matter. Otlrr key mem' 1960, and thcn'air ma$hal Hugb

bers of the Diefenbaker cabitret havc Cupbell order"d the destruction of
ai"d. * hr" Co*ford Go.don. tire of the plen6 and some blueprilts

"What SeviSny eys is important be - droen6 Isin8er sid' shich Sevi-

eus tfre emiri'em m blamed in the 8ry would not n€ccssrily hrve knm
mytL" erd military hjstorim RusseU exined
lsi"gir, a rcsmrr"i at th€ Univercity '"TheE'3 no dmyinS (Avro bos) Gor'
ofSaskatchewushobcowriti!8r dotr wa! e bard Ean to like and
boko! theArrow liou&t the rcild ow€d hi.E a livinS'"

arGnrcaNsupFoRr 3}ffii1ffiA*'don'tseemvorit
'"The Americans fell owr theurselves "If thele s a dmument that says so, I

to support t}le proSram. But I'm not hrven tseniL"
sw the story is as interestinS (to SevlSny said he has never seen or
mrthicrsts)whentlrere'snomntrowr' heard of Defene nles ordering the
sy. lt's much mor.e nlere$in8 when th? plil8' dslruction and insists th€
Anerim@inrch€d." manEpoBiblewscordon.

But Ron Page, a aercmuticrl engi Sevigty cla.im€d t!6t Gordon' h a ilt
ner who worked on the Alrow md of ra8q ordered a-li blueprlnts and
was an RAr, p[ot at the end of World plann destroyed - out of splte and
war g, sid tiefenba.lrer ws to bl,aE anSer toward the Diefenba.ker Sovern'
desprte Sevigny's atrd biDger's stat} rnentforcanc€IinSthe projecl
ments "Gordor t@k it upon bims€lf to dF

"The €nceuatlon (of th€ prcgram) stroy the thinB becsus€ he thought
andthe de$ruction (of tie pianes) are Diefenbaker's Sovernment should

the same thiag - you can't divorce onr have listened to him and was to blame

frcE the oth;r."- satd Page' qho @ "He l€thed Diefenbslcr " md sas
*rcte I lesding technical book on the unable, as wet" many otbrrS' to reason

Arrow"Il'3isaBotpornL" withhiE "
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