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Britisli Corres1unulent 
t\s I Y'5 I begins the l:lritish Aircraft o f DH Vampi re fi 6hters and has 

J nJustry is 01 ,ce more cool i 11 g up for orJered m o re, ac quired :1 I ice11se to 

expanded production of ser vice aircralt. huiid Vamp ires and DH gas turbines 
A three-year pL111 !o r increased defence i11 i\io\'embe r , 19-\Y. Now de Ha ,·ilbnd 
rneasures :innounced in ,\ugust, IY5 U, ha s annou11ced that arrangements ha,·e 

and before the end of the year the bee n made l:o r the Veno m to be built 
(;overnment had an nounced tha t o rders unde r li ce nse. 
had been gi\'en fo r the w hol e of the 

:1ircraft for del iverv in the first two 
vears of that program . O rders ha , ·e 
heen g 1,·en for both day and night 

lig hte rs-the \'e nom high siieed , high­
altitude intercepto r tighte r and the 
:Vleteo r i'.'.F . 11 ni ght lighter; for 
tactical bombe rs-the Canberra B.2-
,md work is being accelerated on the 
prototypes of the ne,,· hea,·y multi-jet 

oorn bers . 

Time Required: G i\'en tim e a nd the 
raw materials, the [ndustry wi ll once 

:1ga111 assure the supremacy of the 
l{ AF. Kut :tt the beginning of th is new 
year, the poss ibility of shortage of ra w 
mate rial s is ca using some an xie ty and 
the tim.e element is the m ost p roble­

matical factor. 

Preparations for b ui ldi ng the Vam­
p ire and DH g as turbines in ltal y ha ,·e 
bee n com pleted faste r th::in had been 
expected , although they were compli­
cated by the need to transpose British 
measurements in to metric measure­
n 1e n ts. ,v fanu tactu rin g data for the 
Va mpire completed in September las t 
:m d Ita lian -made jig, and tools are 

huild Vc 11 <J1n airfr: 11 11cs. :1,sc1 nhl y wo rk 
hc1 11 g do 11 c ;it the l'i at ;i11d Macc h i 

work s. 
Co-operatio n be1 wecn [),; H a vii land, 

lul y and h :1 11cc. w hi ch 1s al so build­

ing Vampires unde r licen se, made pos­
sibl e the speed w hi ch h;i s hcrn :1ch ie ved 

111 the ltali :111 product io11 :1rrangc-

111ents. Sweden. which is :il so hui ldi n,'.!; 
DH jct e ngi11t.:s :ilso help,:d Italy i11 

the p ro,·1sion of 1netr1c data . Such co­

ope ration betwee n Eu n,1:ea11 nations is 
one of the bri g hter sidc:s 01: the sornt.:­

wh a t gloomv general internat ional out­

look. 
.-\n interesting point is that complete 

intercha nge:1bility of major DH com ­
po nents 1s mainta in ed between the 

~ou n t r ies build ing DH :1ircraft. Briti sh. 

Frenc i'l and Ita lian jigs are checked to 
a uniform standa rd by de Ha vi llan d 
so that in spire of the tr:rns lati on of 

Last month the announceme nt was 
made that production of the E ng lish 
1: lectri c C 1nberra was to be under­
ta ken by three other firms ( Handlev 
P:1ge, Short Krothers Sc Harland. an d 
,\. V. Roe) . while Roll s-Royce Avon 
ga, turbines we re to be built by Bristol 

J.nd Napier. as well as by Roll s-Royce . 
.'.Jow it has been :rnnounced that, at 

rhe request of the N[inistry of Supply. 
the 13riscol :\ eroplane Co mpan y is also 
to build the DH Venom. :ilready in 
product ion at de H:i vil l:ind . 

SPRITELY: Above is the de Hovilland Spr ite , a rocket motor for which provision 
hos been mode in the Comet. The Sprite burns hydrogen peroxide and gives a 
maximum thrust of 5,000 lb., with a t otal pe riod of operation of 12 seconds. 
At bottom is the Armstrong-Siddeley Viper , which is being used to power a 
new Australian radio-controlled pilotless oircoft. With on overall d:ameter of 
only 20 ins., and a weight of about 400 lbs. , the Viper hos a thrust of 1,500 lbs. 
It hos on annular combustion chamber. 

Besides the Ve nom intercepto r w hich 

ha s bee n ordered fo r the R.-\F . two­

seater Venom '.'\!.F .~ night fighters 
have been o rde red by the Royal Navy . 

Boundary Layer: Both the Venom 
and the Ha wke r P.IOSI , two of the 
fastest British jet fig hters Hying. ha,·e 
rcce ntl v been ntted witl, bo un da ry la ye r 
fe nces.· Fi t ted to the leading edge of 
rhe swept-back w ings. these ·'fences" 

:t re vert ica l plates of met::il shaped like 
an aero fo il. w hich he lo to prevent the 
wmg-tip stal l effect li kely to occur o n 
swept-back ,,·ings duri ng landin gs and 

manoeunes :tt hi g h speeds. 

European Co-operation: Italy, which 
ha s alreadv take n de li very of a number 
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ready now so that quantity prod uct ion 
of the Va mpire can st:1rt :ilmost illl -
1T1ediately. As p repara tio ns fo r building 
the Ghost gas turbine also progressed 
more ra pidl y than had been npected . 
hnal arrangen,ents h:r, e heen co m pleted 
fo r the ltalian lic r nse to h uil d \ 'e norns. 

Ghosts and Venoms: The DH 
Chost wi ll be huil r hv the Fiat, and 
.-\!fa Ro m eo comp:tnies :1nd the Fi:tt. 
Macc hi and :\mbrosin i companies \Yill 

111 easurernenrs in te rch :rngeahiliry 1s :1s­
sured . 

Design for Maintenance: rvfuch has 
bee n sa,d :tnd written d urin g the past 

few ye:1rs about "Design fo r Mainten­
ance" :llld there h:1,·e bee n many sug­

ges tion s :rnd pleas . esµec ially from 
grou nd engi neers :rnd those w ho were 
e ng:1ged 0 11 111:1 inte1unce ::ind ser ,·ic ing 
of sen·ice :tircraft during the 1939--\5 

\V:1r for more atte n tion to mainte nance 
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