
Arrow Major Factb?J.I 
When ·Simonds Quit.,i, 

·•~ 
Lt.-G_en. G. G. Simonds, for- . • ,. , 

mer chief of the Canadian Gen- / With May 27 the c1•f(fca • a e 
era! Staff, ralJled to the aid of 1in the present Berlin dispute 
Prime Minister Diefcnbaker last I Gen. Simonds was convinced,tli 
night with the public admission Russians would prove to 'th 
that a principal reason for his '] wo~ld on ·May Day that thel 
own retirement was bis dis-,, claim to possession of an inter 
agreement with the Arrow 'continental ballistic missile ol • 
program. j • grc~l accuracy and range wa~ 

Gen. Simonds retired in al 110 JClle hoast. 
storm of controversy· in June, "And," he said, "they ~vm 
1955, to be replaced by Maj-Gen. demonstrate that they have 
Howard Graha-in, a man three plenty o! them." 
years his ■enlor. Reasons fori The Russians would then , 
his retirement were never made allow two to three weeks Jor l! 
public. this display to sink in and, then, ·.__;:-. 

"what will they do?" The West -;. , 
World would thus·bc laced with ·;rj 
three altrrnati ve~: :)~ 

Last nirhf, following an ad­
dress at a regimental dinner of 
The Governor-General's Horse 
Guards In University Armories 
he admitted the Liberal gov: 
ernment's decision to go ahead 
with the development of the 
Avro Arrow was "a contribut-
ing factor." . 
other ~ctor&w 

general disagreement with the 
federal government's defense 
policy, This included, "the lack 
of a defense policy of any com­
prehensive variety" and the 
need for national service In the 
armed forces to provide a re­
serve of trained manpower to 
back up the regular forces. 

He said the Liberal govern. 
meat had fallen completely un. 
der the spell of senior air force 
officers who, mistakenly were 
followJng "the hideous e~ample 1 
set for them by officers In th• 
United States Air Force." 
. He said these U.S. oftic~ 
unpressed with the overwhelm,; 
lng strength of the allied air 
forces in 1944-45, had complete• 
ly overlooked the fact that this 
force no longer existed. 

Gen. Simonds then turned h!i 
attention to the defense poll~ 

·or the present Die!enbaker 
Government. . • i 

"All J want is a compi·ehen-
sil'e de!ense pollcu" lie 'd '" .,, sat . 

"A modern Munich by us, ':,W 
with retreat and concessions, ~,'· 
but how will we use the time 11

1;' 

gained''; • liJ 

A refusal to compromise and ~t· 
an attempt to "shoot our way" , .·l'C 
to Berlin without adequate con•'.,~·, 
venlional forces to back our at­
tempt in the face of enormous , 
Russian satellite forces. and; 

A thermonuclear assault with 1 
disastrous consequences for the • ' 
world at large at a time when 
.the West no longer possessed 
la preponderance of thermonu­
clear force. 

Gen. Simonds safd it was his 
1 

opinion no politician would 
risk a decision for thermonu­
clear was when he knew his 
own people would face equally 
disastrous consequences. 

He called for a form pf com­
pulsory military service to back 
up Canada'~ regular forces. 
which, he said. were the equal 
of any army units in the 1"0rld 
today. 

He added: "The Arrow. lo me, 
was destined lo be obsolete be­
f orc it was ever started. Today, 
ho\\'e\'er, il sen•es to direct 
public . opinion .away from · the 
real Issues with which we will 
be confronted in the next year. 

"Certainly the Russians don't 
\\'an·i \\'ar - I! they can gain 
their ends witho~1t It. But It 
would be a great mistake to 
l h i n k, no\\' that they ha,·e 
neutralized our advantage In 
thennonuclea,· weapons, that 
they \\'on·t take the risks ln­
\"Ol\'Cd in war in the months 
,ahead." 

Def_ensc .Minister p e a r k e s 
,hasn-~ got one. He ll~Vel' had 
one in itll the years I have 
kno\\'n him and he hasn't got 
one _now. A_nd_ he won't present 
one In I.he sittings of the present 
house." 

In his addrcs to the ~egimen­
tal and former officers of the 
GGHG, Gen. Simonds said 1960 
would be the crucial year Jn 

~.Q_~ i ~J. 
~~.'\l.lqS? 

/p~esent international affairs 
irth the present Berlin crisls 

kelf ,_to emerge as "the 
Munich of the Third World 
War. 

b ~•J have wat-Ohed the Russian 
mldup," he said, "and I see 

~heir strength will i·each a peak 
in 1960. Also. that is a Year 
o( Presidential elections _ a 
time when no political decision 
o{ consequences can be made 

,Co!·, J 2 to J 6 months. • 
Tn addition. the U:1itcct 

~!ates has a seriously ill presi-
' cnt and an equally sick secre- . 
re_tary-of-statc." • 




