
p;; rahl c w ith the 1-landle y Page 
H erm es, ;i n_ctn iber of which ha ve been 

ordered for the Empire routes. The 

Hermes is expecte<L to be ready next 

yea r. 

By JOAN BRADBROOKE 

Little profit is ever gaine i~i tom k­
wa il ing the past but if only the Tudors 
(a number of which will probably be •• 

used by B.S.A.A.), had been pushed 
through and been ready two years or 
even 18 months ago, or, if DC-4Ms 

had been acquired when the sugges­
tion was first made well ove r a year 
ago, much might have been saved. 
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·Tl y bnp1rt ·· looks like succeeJi11g 
1 he '' FI y 13 ri ri sh ·, sl og:lll fo r British 

.111· routes. tcm po,·anly at le:1st, and 
11·1nn in6 the co111pctitio11 o f: ,-\me rican 
,crsus Can:.:d ian-built aircra ft whic h 

has been going 0 11 fo r some time. A 
Cabinet sub-committee which has 
been cc nsider ing the qu es tio n of a1r­
~raft fo r the three British air!rne cor-
1;orations ha s deciJeJ to recommenJ 
the pu rclusc of some 20 CanaJair 
DC--+M !\orth Sta rs. This decis ion 

has now been confi rmed by the Cab­
inet. but it was thought tha t there 
might be changes , especially ;:is the 
sub-committee ·s dec ision to recommend 
the DC--+M-t was un derstood not ro 
ha ,·e bee n u1un imous . 

The contro,·e rsy abo L·t equi pment 
t"or the 13riti sh corpora ti ons. w heth e r 

or not to con tinu e: J-l yin g interim Bri­
tish types 1·or the 11cxt ye::r or two, or 
to buy more ~ 1stel lat ion s or to bu y 
DC--+Ms, had been waged for so me 
111onths. But fo r the doll:ir posit ion 
c:o nstel la tions \\'Ou!d probabl y ha ·•. e 
11·0 11 ~ t the T1·e1sury is belie,·ed to 

have oµposed this on the grou nJs of 
the dolL, r ex penditne in, oh·ed and 

th e decis io n w:1s then between the 

DC--+i\H and the Tudor. 

The repo rt on the Tudor l h:1s now 
been recei1·ed :rnd presum:ibly will be 
published at som e future date. 

Now the Cab inet has agreed to '.he 
purchase of the DC--+M-+ . it is expected 
that tlrn type: 11 ill be used hv 1-LO.A .C. 

on some of the Eillpire fOl 'les . The 
Corpo ra tion has 11 Con stell:tti ons , in• 
clud i"ng the h\e bought from .-\ er Ri ­
:rnta the [r ish comp:rny . \1·hich wil l be 
enough fo r the ~o rth .-\ tbnt ic and tht: 
.--\ ustralia route. 

This decision 
the Corpor:uions 

July, J'J48 

about a ircratt 
has µrobabl y 

for 
been 

one ol the most d iAicul t ol a ny con­
nected wi ,h Brttish civil avia tion. No 
matter what th e final decision, Co n­
stellation, D C--+M-+, or Tudor, it would 
be cr it icized and controversy would con­
tin ce. The British Aircraft Industry 
naturally opposed the adoption of any 
tu t a "Fly Briti sh " policy, with some 
jus:ice, but if only British aircraft of 
the types a1ailable a t present were 
used fo r the next yea r or two, then 
continued-and probably heavy-losses 

must be expected from the Corpora­
twn. 

T wo of tht major po ints in the ar­
gu men t against the D C--+M4 for the 
British routes were that it would add 
ye t another type of B.0.A.C.'s already 
mi x e d f l e et , mcre;i smg mam­
tena nce and sim :lar costs, such as crew 
training a nd, tha t as a type it is com-

Theseu~ Endurance Test 

Meanwhile important advances a re 
being made with propeller-turbine en­
gines, the next step forward for Bri­
tish air liners. At the beginning ot 

this year the Ministry of Supply intro­
duced a new type of 250 hours ' en­
durance test for gas turbines especially 
designed to demonstrate that they 
would require far less maintenanc~ 
than p iston engines. The tests were 
to be made under the supervision of 
the Air Registration Board and among 

the conditions were that no engine 

should attempt the test until it had 
successfully completed the new type 
tes t of 150 hours duration and quali­
fied for both Military and Civil ap­
p roval. Also, the test was to be run in 
17 non-stop cycles of 10 hours duration 
and 16 non-stop cycles of 5 hours in a 
"sealed" han gar test bed ; the engine 

A photograph of the new Bristol Theseus taken shortly after completing a 250 hour 
endurance t~s+.. A.~ter_ pi~ture was taken the test was continued and shortly reaeh6d 
280 hours with no 1nd1eahon of how long it could be carried on. 
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