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t Airports 
Opening Day 

During March the new admi ni s­
tration building at Vancou ve r Inte r­
national Airport was officially opened. 
T he new building, howe ve r, has been 

des:g ne<l as onl y " tem porary " . It re­
places the structure wh ich was burned 
down early in 1949. 

Costing about 5100.000, the ad m in­
istrat ion cent re of Va ncou,·e r lntc r­
n;1tio 11:1 l .-\i rport·s many acti,·ities is 
desig ned to hand le up to 200 pas­
s:: ngers an hour com fortabl y. This is 
at least three times as man y as the o1<l 
bui ld ing coul<l handle. It measures 
140 feet long by 70 wide an<l has ;1 

steel a nd woo<l frame with a ski rt of 
Ro:nan brick hal f way up the outside. 
toppe<l by stucco. There is a 40 by 60 
foot seco nd sto rey. Resides the space fo r 
handling passengers, ge neral airport 
. 1d111inistration, and a ir line offices. 
there are al so lo un ges fo r stewa r<lesses 
an d pilots. 

The desig nation "tempora ry" is 
probably quite accurate. because Va n­
co uYer Air port is Canada's bus iest. 
with 125,639 ai rcraft rno,·ements 
nandled last year. There are approx­
imately 1,700 persons employed 111 

act iYit; es at th is a ir por t. 

Guiding Light 
Rota ting an<l d irectiona l beacons 

ha,·e been erected on the Canada Trust 
bu il di ng in London, O1;,Prio, for ad­
Yert isin g pu rposes. The rotating beaco n 
has a red lens and rotates in an anti­
clockwise direct ion in the hori zonta l 
plane at two rpm. The direct io nal 
bea<.:o n is trained on L ondon .-\ir port. 

T hese beacons are to be in operation 
fo m 9.00 pm to 11 .30 pm during the 
period March I to Apr il 30; fro m 9.30 
pm to 11 .30 pm <lurin g the period Ma y 
I to A ug ust 3 1; fro m 9.00 pm to 11 .30 
pm during the pe ri od September 1 to 
Nove mber 30; from 7.30 pm to 11 .30 
pm · dmi ,:g the per iod December I to 
Ft"hrua ry 2~. 

Advance Australia 
,\u st ral ia is to i111 FroYe a ll its a ir w 

ground co111111unic1t ion facil ities with 
the in stallatilln oi: VHF radio equip­
ment. \ Vhen the new equip111ent is in ­
stalled there wi ll be in opera tion 140 

lvlay, 1950 

VHF stati ons al ong the a ir routes 111 

all parts of Aust ral ia an<l :\Jew Guinea. 
Advantages of VHf- , which is also 

rapidl y replaci ng standard wave in the 
U.S., are: freedom from man-made 
inter fe rence a nd atmospheri c static 
noise; man y m ore clear channel s ava il­
able; VHF components a re small er 
and lighter, g1,·1n g a sav ing 111 space 
:1n<l weight. In ,\u stral ia the system 
w il l be used for all phases of air traffic 
control. 

North Atlantic 
The DoT has set up three <lesig­

n;itio ns fo r airports which ma y be 
used by aircr:1"t engaged in Hying the 
:'-' orth Atlantic, and the following 
fields ha ,·e been assigned accordi ngly . 
Regular : Gander Airport , Gander, 
:'--JewfoundLrnd; Montreal Airport 
( Do rval), Mon treal , P .Q . 

Alternates : Goose Airport, Goose, 
Labrador ; i'vfo ncton A ir port, Moncton. 
N.B.; Stephen ville Airport, Stephen-
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vi lle, Newfoundland ; Sydney Airport, 
Sydney, N .S. 

Supplementary: Charl ottetown A ir­
port , C harlottetow n , P .E. f. ; Dartmouth 
Airport, Hali fax, N.S.; Mont Joli Ai r­
port, Mont Joli , P Q.; O ttawa Airport , 
O ttawa, Onta rio; Pen nficld Ridge Air­
por t, Saint John , N.B.; Quebec Airport , 
Q uebec, P.Q.; Seven Islands Airport, 
Seven Islands, P.Q.; Torbay Airport, 
St. John 's, ~ ewfoun<llan <l; Yarmouth 
Airport. Yarmouth, N.S. 

New Terminal 
Soon to be opened is the uniq u 

te.rminal loca ted in the new lnt 

tiona l .-\ ,·iation Buil<ling in down 
\fo ntreal. The new terminal , whi 
probably the most up to <late or 
North American co ntinent an d the 
of its kind in Canada. has a 200 
lon g co ncourse. on ei ther side of "' 
are the air line ticket offices. Exp 
to ha ve offices in the new tenn in; 
T CA . CP.-\. an<l KL M. It is u .. ~ , w 

stood that fo r the present at least . 
BOAC will contin ue to ha,·e its offices 
in rhe Laurentia n Hotel. 

St. John Airport 
Work on a seco nd runway at St. 

John Airport, St. John. N.B .. is now 
well advanced . Initially the project 
in voh·es clearing of the a rea on which 
the runway is to be built. The con­
tract is bei ng carried out by the 
Municipal Sorayin _g & Contracting 
Co. Ltd.. the compan y w hich is 
building the first runway at St. John . 
a job started last yea r. This first 
run way is 5.200 fee t long and is hard 
surfa..:e; 1t 1s expected that the second 
runway will be similar in size a nd 

detail. 

The St . John \,[unicipal Council ha s 
:1lready named an airport operati ng 
commiss ion to take OYe r opera tion of 
the ai rport as soo n as it is ready fo r 
use . Adm inistration buildings are 
al so to he built soo n. 

Briefly 
• The airport at La Tuque, Quebec, 

ha s been closed . 

• New York State·s flying farmers 
ha ve been invited to part icipate in a 
plan to <lo 11hle the number of landing 
faci lities in the State, prO\·iding 2'i0 to 
300 addit io1ul sing le-s trip emerge ncv 
landing fields in practically eYe rv sec tor 
of the sta te. 
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