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Fifty years ago a great Canadian pioneer,

John McCurdy, flew the Silver Dart, the first aircraft

in canada, in fact it was the first heavier-thau-alr

plane to f1y in the British coirmonwealth. Hlstory

recognlzes that event as the beginnirrg of Canadat s air

age. This event today marks another niilestone--the

production of the first Canadian supersonic aeroplane.

I am sure that the historian of tomorrow w1II regard

this event as being equally as significant in the

annals of Canadian aviation'

Thesupersoniceraoff}ightisjustbeginning.
Many of todayr s aircraft are regularly breaking the

sound barrier, but this is done at the extreme peak of

their performance. supersonic flight is still- not a

routine matter. Present aircraft travel at these

exceptionally fast speeds for a relatively short period

of time. The Avro Arrow, however, has been designed

ffom the outset to operate suPersonically throughout as

much of its mission as is deemed fl€cessaffi It will be
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equally at home on one side of the sound, barrler as on

the other. rt rrilr be a truly supersonlc aireraft.
Ir is difficult for the layrran to appreciate

the magnitude and eomprexities of the probrems of the
l-ast four years, culmi:rating in this first phase of the
Arrow project' Four years ago the Air Force and the
industry set out together on a voyage irtto the unknown.

All the technical difficulties which have been solved

thus far have represented pioneering work in aero,lgnatmlcs,

metallurgy, mechanics and erectronics and in atl the
related arts and sclenees which forrn part of ouf a€ro-
nautical- industry. Thus far progress has been eommendably

rapid. We are, of course, onJ-y part way along the road

and no one would be so foolish as to suggest that the
job is complete by any means.

Four years of design, t,esting, tooling and

production problerns lie behlnd. iviany months of further
test,s, trials, complex development and modification 1ie

ahead before t,hls aircraft can be considered operationally

acceptable. I understand it wiII be some years yet

before this supersonlc aircraft wlth its missile and

guidance systems will be available for operational use.

Itue are looki-ng forward to this time,
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It is important to appreciate the significance

of proper timing in the i-ntroduction of weapons under

todayis conditions. Our weapons must not only be

designed. to be better than those of unfriendly nations

but they must be ready in time to counteract those

weapons should the need arise, If either the timing ls

wrong or the qualit,y is wrong, we faII to maj-ntain the

proper balance of power in our goal towards iresenting

the mcst ef fecLi-ve deterrent.

i would l-ike to recognize the great number

of Canadians in og industry who have contributed and

will conblnue tc contribute t,or+ard this project'

I would also like tO thank the personnel of those

American ageneies wlio have he)-ped so materially in the

aircraftrs cievefcpment" As the chief of the Air staff

has said, the develcpment o-f the Arrow has been an

outstanding piece of co-cr'eration bebween service and

industrial agencies on an international leve1'

Iiuch has been said of late about the comlng

missile age and there have been suggestions from well-

intentioned peopl-e that, the era of the manned aeropJ-ane

iS over an,j that'hle Shculd not be wasting ogr time and

energy producing an aircraft of the performance,

complexity and. cost of the -A-vro Arrow. They suggest
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that we should put our faith in nissiles and l.aunch

straight, into the era of push-button wafr I do not

feel that miss'iles and manned aircraft have; as Xelr
reached the point where they should be considered aE

competitive. They will-, i-n fact, become complemenLatry.

Each can do things which the other cannot dg, and for
some years to eone both will be required in.the i-nventory

of any nation seeking to maintain an adequate rtfls.fisrpsnf,rr

to war. However, the alrcraft has this one great

advantage over the missil-e. It can brlng the Judgment

of a man into the battle and. closer to the target where

hrrman judgment, combined with the technology of the

aircraftr will provide the most sophi-sticated and

effective defence that human ingenulty can devise.

The alrcraft now being produced in t,he

vartous corrntries of our NATO a1J-iance may or may not
be the last of the manned interceptors. With the rapid,

strides being made in the fields of science and

engineering, it would be unwise t,o attempt to forecast
the future in this re.spect. However, I feel sure that
if these aircraft cbntinue their development with the

same promise as they have in the past, there is no doubt

in my mj-nd that they wilL be d rrec€s:sary requirement to
t'he arsenal of the west f,or many years to come.
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In closing, I would like once again to

commend. t,he efforts of those who have contributed thus

far to the development and producti-on of thls Airplane.

Through your efforts you are making a dj-rect contribu-

tion to the d.efence of the free nations of the world

and so to the well-being of us a1l.

I now have pleasure in unveiling the Avro

Aruow--as Canadats first supersonic aircraft--a symbol

of a new era for Canada 1n the air'


