
The Edit or : 

Jn th e August iss ue of CA NADfAN AVJATlON, 
page 37, there is mention by Mr. C. .f. Toms of an 
article on "Aviation" in Volu me J o( the ENCYCLO­
PEDIA OF CANADA, published by Universit y Asso­
ciates of Ca nada Lid ., Toronto, in 1948. T he Genera l 
Ed it or is given as W. Stewa rt Wall ace. l n the list of 
con tribut ors this a rtic le is allribut cd 10 me. 

As I had never previously heard of this publicat ion 
and had no recoll ection of ever com mun ica tin g with it s 
editor, I was cur ious lo see wha t material of mine had 
been used and how it had been handl ed, a natural 
~-uri os ity in view of th e fact that during th e past 30 year~ 
I have suppli ed innumerable writers with • fa cts and 
statistics relating to av iati on in Canada. I have also 
de livered hu ndreds of broadcasts and ta lks to service 
clubs and similar organ iza tions on this subject and have 
wrill en articles on it for lead ing Ca nadian and British 
periodicals. 

II was th erefore with considerable surprise that f 
not ed in th e articl e attributed lo me the stat emen t, 
in the first paragrap h, th at J . 'A. D. McCurcly's fli ght 
at Bacldeck .. N.S. on Feb. 23 , 1909 was "th e first flight 
anywhere in th e British Empire." 

As I have not ed thi s sta tement repea led in the press 
and over th t;: rad io during the past, I wish to deny most 
emphat ica ll y tha t it was ever made by me, in wri tin g 
or otherwise. 

Reliabl e authorities, including the Royal Aero Club 
of th e United Kingd om, which is supposed to keep official 
records, agree that th e first official fli ght in the British 
Empire was made by S. F. Cody at Farnborough , Ham p­
shire, England , on October .5 , 1908. Cody had also 
made previous flights which were witnessed on May I (i 
and September 29 , 1908. At that time Cody was an 
American citi zen but beca me a natu ra lized Englishman 
in 1909. 

A/OU / 954-

/i_. 9r:;t/-~ 
(There were o th ers in England and Scot land who 

had made short hops or fli ght s, bu t th ese have not been 
''oflicia ll y" recogni zed. ) 

In the sa me paragraph there is a lso a rcfere m:e to 
th e fli ght made by the late F. W. (Casey) Baldwin at 
Hamm ondsporl, N.Y. , on March 12, 1908. It is stated 
th at in mak ing thi s fli ght "he beca me the seventh man 
in the wor ld to fl y a heavier-than -air mach ine." Th is 
may be true but again I must di ssociate myself from 
this sta tement wh ich bec louds th e much more pertinent. 
fac t th a t by makin g this fli ght F. W. Ba ldwi n became 
the first Canadian and / or Urilish subject to fl y a heav:cr­
th an-air machin e, even though !he fli ght was made in 
!he United Sla tes. 

My interes t in t.h esc mailers goes back to 19 15 when 
J joined the Sopwith Aviat ion Company and had the 
opportunity to meet at Brook lands some of the pioneer 
pi lots. 

After check in g the ev id ence which 1 have been ab le to 
obta in it would appear that certain substantiated fact s 
rega rding F. W. Ba ldwin 's fli ght have been overl ooked 
by the Royal Aero Club in compiling th eir records. In 
the interests of historica l accuracy r submit that the 
honours, which are out stand in g in each case, are as 
fo llows: 
I. S. F. Cody was the first man to fly a heav ier-t han-air 

mach ine in the Uritish Empire. This was at Farn­
borough, England, officia ll y on October 5, 1908 , un­
officia lly on May 16 and September 29 , 1908. 

2. F. W. Ba ldwin was the first Canadian and / or Uritish 
subject to fly a heavier-th an-air machine. He fl ew th e 
" Reel Wing" at Lake Keuka, Hammondsport, N .Y. 
on March 12, 1908 . 

3 . .r. A. D. McCurcly was the first man to fly a hea vier­
th an-a ir machine in Cmmda. T his was at Badcleck 
N.S., in Febru ary 23 , 1909. ' 

W. B. BURCHALL, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

Who Flew First In 
ALIOT VERDON ROE began 

construction of his firs t plane in 
1906. The m achine was a biplane, 
with a large front e levator, and was 
powered with a 28-hp Antoinette 
en gine when he made his first hop. 

His first flight took place on June 
8, 1903, at the Brooklands race track, 
near London. The distance cover ed 
was approximately 75 to 150 feet. 
This flight was witnessed , and signed 
statements were obta ined from the 
track's h ead carpenter and the park­
keeper, who both sa w the fli ght, also 
one other person who was with them 
at th e time, and they were the ones 
w h o sta t e d t h e flight was b e tween 
75 a nd 150 fee t. 

On June 8, 1928, twenty years 
later, the Royal Aero Club; the 
Aeronautical Society; a nd the Air 
League of th e British Empire, gave 
a banquet to honor A. V . Roe, which 
was held at the Savoy Hotel, the 
object b eing to recognize him as the 
first person to make a flight in an 
aeroplane in England. (Note the date 
was June 8, 1908, on which the flight 
was made. ) 

The banquet started a controversy 
as to who fi rst fl e w in England and 
a committee was formed by th e 
Royal Aero Club. It was decided 
that the first of-Iicial fli ght by a 
British s ubj ec t h ad b een made b y 
another, nearly a year later (Moore -

A. V. ROE, a Briti sh subj ect, was the first 
person to fly an airplan e at any point in the 
B·ritish Empire , as his fli g ht wa s witn essed 
at Brooklands, ne ar London , England , on 
Jun e 8, 1908. ( It cannot b e classed, however, 
as a controll e d flight in the strict sense of 
manoeuvrability, as it was distinctly a 
straight flight . I 

Brabazon). Mr. A. V. Roe, to satisfy 
himself that h e had flown, got the 
Stress Department of Saund ers-Roe 
Ltd. to work out what distance would 
constitute a flight by his first 
machine and without bein g in any 
way favorab le, it was d ecided that 
the m achine could not do even 75 
fee t without having flown. 

When th e British pilo t, J. T . C. 
Moore-Brabazon, made his fli ght a t 
the Is le of Sheppey in May, 1909, h e 
h ad officia l observers present, and 
that is why his fli ght was g iven 
of-Iicial r ecogniti on as th e firs t con­
trolled fli ght in Great Brita in . 

Althou gh A . V. Roe's flight is 
recognized by the British Aero 

F. W . BALDWIN, Canadian, was the first 
Brit ish subj ect to fly an airp lane, doing so at 
Lake Keuga, N.Y., March I 2, I 908 . This 
placed him first an ywhere in th e world a s a 
Bri tish subj ect . Fourth p erson in the 
Unite d States . 

I 
i 

' I 

l 
l 
I 
!; 

THE R 

THE J 
Ba ldw 
and J 

T 
Clue 
unof 

Ac 
logic 
of v, 
no t 
aero 
and 
as H 
to b 
Bald 
and 
wcn 
t ion . 
the 
on 
pe.1·s 
C]ut 



0 
n 

0 
1I. 

d 
11 

s 
n 
11. 
C 

11 

n 
e 

0 

.s 
d 
11 

C 

lS 

1r 

1-

1-

h 
,e 

r­,, 

In 
satisfy 

5ot the 
~rs-Roe 
! w ould 
s first 
in any 
~d that 
ven 75 

. T. C. 
ight at 
909, h e 
1t, and 

given 
st con-

'· 
:ght is 

Aero 

:irst 
l9 SO at 
This 
d as a 

THE RED WING, Ca sey Baldwin 's flying ma chin e, at Hammond sport, New York, be for e 
his flight on March 12, 1908 . 

A. V. ROE with his first a irplan e at Brookland s, 
England . 

THE AERIAL EXPERIMENT -ASSOCIATION, left to right , F. W . Ca sey 
Baldwin, Lt. T. Selfridge, Glenn Curtiss , Dr. Alexander Graham Bell 
and John A. D. McCurdy with their White Wing . On th e ext re me 

FIRST FLIGHT IN CANADA is shown he re, with McCurdy at th e con­
trol s of th e Silver Dart , on Feb . 2 3 , 1909. 

right, August Po st, Aero Club al America secre tary . 

The Commonwealth? 
Club, it was disallowed because only 
unofficially witnessed. 

Actually such a decision seems il­
log ica l, because even the first flights 
of Wilbu r and Orville Wrigh t were 
not witnessed by "officials" of any 
aero club or similar organization, 
and if taken in the same category 
as Roe's flight they, too, wo ul d have 
tu be disallowed. So would Casey 
Ba ldwin 's flight of March 12, 1908, 
and McCurdy 's or May, 1908, as they 
were not under "officia l" observa­
tion. Even the sam e thing applies to 
th e flight McCurdy made in Canada 
on Feb. 23, 1909. Inn umerable 
persons saw him do it, but no Aero 
CJu b officia ls were on hand in that 

C'1pacity. The en tire subj ect of first 
fli ghts seems to have degenerated 
into a " who can make it sound the 
best" sort of thing, but the facts do 
remain, a nd regardless of official 
findings, good or bad, actual his­
torical even ts cannot be distorted. 

The fact that A V. Roe got off the 
ground in his machine, and actually 
fl ew it for some distance, not a hop , 
bu•t defin itely under its own power, 
is sufficient proof enough that he 
was the first Brit ish subj ect lo make 
a fi ig ht in the British Empire, con­
trolled or otherwise, ancl what is 
more he was the FIRST indiv idual 
to fly at any point in the British 
Empire, as he out-dated Cody, and 

S. F. CODY, was th e second !J e rso n to fly 
within th e confin es of th e Brit ish Empire, 
although he was an Am erican citizen at th e 
tim e. Hi s fi rs t fli ght was at Ald ers ho t, 
England , Se pte mb e r 28 , 1908, others b eing 
on O ctob e r 14, 1908, Jan1Ja ry 9, 1909 , and 
Fe bruary 22, 1909. 

there was n o on e else. 
Cody was an American , living in 

England , when he began his first 
experiments w ith man-lifting kites. 
Later he commenced the construc­
ti on of his man- lif ting airplan e, and 
by 1908 had it completed. Mo ·t of 
his ear ly experiments were con­
ducted at Aldershot, and it was there 
on September 29, 1908, that he 
accomplish ~d his first Ai ght in an 
airplanc by flying some 78 yards. 
The exact distance to a foot is not 
reco rded. 

On October 14, 1!)08, he Hew his 
twin -engi ned, tractor biplane a 
distan ce of 200 feet. On January 9, 

(Continued on page 100 ) 

J . A. D. McCUtWY, Canadi an , w ith hi s 
flight s mad e at Hommond sport, N.Y ., in May, 
and lat e r, in 1908, predat es both Ro e and 
Cody a s a pilot, but do es not p redat e th e m 
as pilots on fligh ts w hich were mod e w ithin 
th e confin es of th e Bri ti sh Empire. McCurd y 
was th e fi rs t pilot to fl y at an y point in 
th e Dom in ion of Canada . (Fe bruary 23 , 
1 909, at Bad d e ck, No va Scotia . ) 
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supp ly is of considerable va lue to 
shipping and air traffic on the North 
Atla ntic as well as to commercial 
inte rests on the coast. When the da m­
age done by Hurrican e Edna to our 
Ma ritime fruit crop a lone is consid­
e red, such work can be apprec ia ted 
at its real wor th. 

This particula r B29 had developed 
a series of snags on its mission and 
had been diverted to Barbados. 
Ther e wer e no obj ections on the 
part of its crew who quickly made 
themse lves at home in this hos­
pitab le island . 

Our las t two days were marred by 
cloudy skies and steady rainfall, and 
we spent most of our t ime shopping 
for the ver y good bargains in the 
stores. Normally the rain falls as a 
sudden downpour and ther e follows 
brilliant sunshine. Another of the 
effects of H urricane Edna now brew ­
ing to the south was to prov ide us 
with unusual 50-mph winds which 
knocked down some of the shacks 
occup ied by the Negroes. 

We took off for Bermuda short ly 
after the B29 which had been sent 
the r equired parts to enable it to 
ge t back to base. Up in the crew 
compartment, again with Bob Bow­
ker, we had a front-row seat view 
with our expert guide pointing out 
the inter estin g features of the Lee­
ward Islands which passed beneath 
our wings . 

As w e near ed Bermuda, the 
weather deteriorated again thanks 
to Hazel. We were for ced to go 
around the circuit sever a l times by 
a large number of B 29 je t tankers 
which were r efu elling F-94's in 
flight over Bermuda. 

We talked briefly with the Bermu­
da TCA manager , Gil Minorgan, and 
his wife, who introduced us to W /C 
E. M. Ware, the Dir ector of Civil 
A via tion stationed a t Bermuda. The 
know ledgeable wing comma nder 
w as off with us to Montrea l to a t­
tend an !CAO mee ting and among 
other things h e told us on the fl ight 
was how Bermuda w as able to build 
a very fin e air port termina l by g iv­
ing it over to the control of a pr ivate 
corporation. TCA Capt. Joe White 
took over comma nd of the North 
Sta r for a n uneventful flight to 
Montreal which passed over the 
lights of Boston. H er e and in New 
York, TCA would like to h a ve pick ­
up rights on their Bermuda ser vice. 

Our 2,500-mile fli ght between To­
ronto and Barbados was a pleasant 
fea ture of our Cari bbean holiday. 
Bowker's Airli ne par ticularly pro­
v ides very congenial fe llow passen­
gers, excellent guide a nd other serv­
ices, good meals and drinks unmar ­
red by hurrica nes or thunders torms. 

FIRST FLIGHTS 
(Continued from page 39) 

1909, h e flew 250 yar ds, and on 
F ebruar y 22, 1909 ( the day befor e 
McCurdy 's first fli ght in Canada ) h e 
made the excellent flying dis tance of 
1 200 feet. He became a world figure 
i~ aviation befor e losing his life in 
a cr ash. 

The first machine designed and 
built by the Aerial Experiment Asso­
cia tion a Canadian-fo rmed group, 
was ~ ade in Hammondsport, New 
York, because tha t was wher e 
Curtiss had his small engine factory, 
and the motor s which power ed all 
fou•r of the machines bu ilt wer e 
made by Curtiss. 

This machine, the Red Wing, was 
flown by the Canadian, F. W. 
"Casey" Baldwin, from the ice­
cover ed surface of Lake K euka, 
Ha mmondspor t, N.Y., on March 
12, 1908. The distance covered was 
319 feet. Th e machine was fi t ted 
with runner s, not wheels. A second 
flight of 120 feet r esulted in damage 
to the machine, and work on the 
second a ir craft of the group was 
then commenced . It was nam ed the 
White Wing. 

Ba ldwin a lso flew it on its first 
fli ght, a distance of 279 feet, on_ May 
18, 1908. In American av1a!10n 
r e~ords, "Casey" Baldwin is credited 
with being the fourth man to make 
an a irplane flight in the United 
States, altho ugh this does n ot mean 
the FOURTH flight, as a great many 
individual fl ights had been accom­
plish ed by the Wright Brothers lon g 
before Baldwin flew. Th e thr ee who 
predate Baldwin in the S!a tes are 
Or vill e Wright, Wilbur Wnght, and 
William W. Christmas ; a ll thr ee 
Americans. 

The Ca nadian John Mccurdy made 
his first fl ight in the White Wing, at 
Hammondsport, N.Y. The fli ght took 
place fro m the nearby r ace track on 
May 23, 1908 ; the distan ce flown_ was 
600 fee t. H e la ter made man y flights 
in A .E .A. aircr aft, and becam e one 
of the world's pioneer pilots , particu­
la rly by h is fine flying in the Silver 
D art , fo urth and fi na l aircraf t bu•1lt 
by the A.E .A. gro up in Hammonds­
port. 

Early in 1909, Dr. B ell had the 
Silve r Dart shipped to Baddeck , 
Nova Sco tia . and ther e, fr om the ice­
cover ed surface of Lak e Bras d 'Or, 
Pilot McC urcly made the first flight to 
be aecomp.lishecl in an airplane in 
the Dominion of Canada. The da te 
was F ebr uary 23 , 1908. H e made 
man y subsequent fli ghts in the 
machine a t Baddeck, on e covering a 
distan ce of 12 miles. 
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