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Substitution of CF-100 aircraft for F-86 aircraft in R.C.A.P. 
Alr Division, Eur ope 

37. The Ministe r of National Defence said that, 
during the last two years, s.R.A . P.E. had made several strong 
rcqucoto for Canada t o provid~ all- weather fighter aircraft 
(CF-l00 1s) t o bolste r t he air strength of W~stern Europe . 
It had be.:1 n pointed out that this could not be done because 
of various urgent domestic r equirements . The r equest 
had since been modified aLd taken the form of a proposal 
to substitut e four squadrons of CF-lOO•s for f our squadrons 
~~ F-86 1 s in the R.C.A .F . Air Division in Europe . Recently, 
S .H .A.P.E. had been informed tha t domestic r equirements 
had been met to a point whe r e this r e commendation could be 
given serious conside ra tion. 

For the next three year s the maJor threat 
facing SACEUR would come from Sovie t bombers of the TU-4 
and IL-28 type capabl e of operating by day and by night, 
and able to carry a t omic bombs. The air defence f orce s 
in Europ2 consisted a lmost entirely et' day interceptors, 
and the lack or all-weather aircraft which could operate 
e f fective ly a t night gave Russia a tremendous advantage. 
The CF-100 would be capable of rnatching this threat and 
a contribution of four squadrons, or 72 aircraft, would 
not only materially strengthen the air defences of Western 
Europe but its psychological effect would be a de t errent 
out of all proportion to the numbers ana the cost lnvolved. 

Having both CF-100 1s and F-86 1 s a t home and 
abr oad would give the R.C.A.F. the broadest possible 
experience and would elimina t e much duplication in training 
for those transferred be twe,~n Canadian and European squadrons. 
The question of which of these two aircraft cculd be most 
effectively employed in the reserve squadrons was now 
be i11g studied carefully. Because of the limited time 
available for training, reserve squadrons would not reach 
operational standards of r eadiness until 1958, and the 
transfer progressively or four squadrons or CP-100 to 
Europe , commencing in 1956, could thus be achieved without 
any significant effect on the reserve situation. The 
exchange would be a t some expense to the al l-weather 
capability a t home, but this would be counter-ba l anced, in 
part, by the added he ight which could be achieved by the 
P-86 and by new deve lopments in the e l ectronic fi e ld which it 
appear ed would improve this aircraft considerably. 

The substitution, if a ccepted, would be made 
only on t he understanding that the CF-100's would be located 
on existing Air Division baaea, and tha t the new squadrons 
would r emain part of the Air Division and come under the 
control of its Air Officer Commanding. It would also 
be specified tha t the Air Division could revert to 12 
Interceptor Day Fighte r Squadrons l a t e r on if Canada thought 
this t o be in t he general interest. It would involve an 
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i ncrease of 244 persor.nel in the Air Division, and additional 
construction and equipment costs of $10.6 million, mostly 
additional a ircraft 1n the "pipeline !' The Chiefs of Staff 
felt thi s was a l ogi cal and desirable s t ep to t ake . 

The Minister concurred in these views and 
r ecommended approval of t he transfer. 

An explana t ory memorandum had been circulated. 

(M1.ni:,ter 's memorandum, Dec. 7 , 1954-Cab. 
Doc. 269-54) . 

out,- 38. In the course of d iscussion it was pointed 

(a ) tha t an additional $1.5 million would be 
required for oper a t i ona l expenses as we ll as the 
$10 .6 mi J. lion for capita l costs. However, of the 
l a t •!:e r amount ove r half was f or"p1peline!' a ircraft 
and could be considered as an asset. On the other 
hand, t he figure of $1.5 million seemed a conservative 
estimat e , particularly as 244 !)Crsonnel wer e t o 
be added to the strength of the Division. All the 
costs involved would be met within the regular 
Defence Appropria tions, 

(b) The U.S . wer e providing a few aircraft 
capable of fighting at night but they were not as 
effic i ent as the CF-100's and the British only 
had obsol e t e types av9ilable for the purpose . 
It seemed clea r t ha t a Canadi an contributi on 
of this cha r acte r would meet a r eal need and would 
be of great psychological value . 'Ihe main objective 
of t he defence effort was to act as a de t e rrent 
against aggression, and the knowledge on the part 
of the Communists that CP- lOO's wer e in Europe 
would be of great de t errent va lue . 

39. The Cabinet approved the r ecommendation 
of the Mini s ter ot Nationa l Defence and agreed that f our 
squadrons of all weather fighte r aircraft (CF- lOO•s) 
be substitut ed for four squadrons of interceptor day 
fighter aircra ft (P-86•s) in the R.C.A . P. Air Divi s ion 
in Europe, i n accordance with the conditions submitted, 
and on the understanding that the added cost involved in 
the transfe r would be met from re gular D,·fence Appropriations. 




