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If you have futher information about references, or just want to comment, mail me:
R. Kyle Schmidt... Thanks.

Created: July 4, 1995
Last Update: 1 November 1998 (Changed email address)
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The Avro Arrow Story: The Impossible
Dream. (Amazing Stories Junior Edition).

Bill Zuk.

Canmore, AB: Altitude Publishing
(Distributed by Saunders Book Company),
2006.

96 pp., pbk., $9.95.

ISBN 978-1-55439-703-7.

Grades 4-8 / Ages 9-13.
Review by Thomas F. Chambers.
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excerpt:

The blaze engulfed the bomber. Crewmen at the forward stations abandoned the
aircraft. De Bryne kept trying to wrestle with the controls. Mynarski saw the
bailout command but turned back to check on Brophy. He could just make out
the tail-gunner. The turret's escape door was jammed, and Brophy was
struggling with it. There were flames down the corridor. That didn't stop
Mynarski. He tried to help his trapped tail-gunner. Moments later, the fire
reached his clothing and parachute. Brophy tried to wave him away, but
Mynarski kept hacking at the turret with a fire axe. He even tried to pry it free
with his bare hands.

Finally, Mynarski had to quit. He was ablaze from foot to waist. He stood at
the escape hatch and saluted his friend. Then he jumped out of the bomber to his
death.

The Avro Arrow was a jet fighter designed and built in Canada in the 1950s. It was the
fastest and most technically sophisticated plane of its type in the world. As a result, it
has achieved a legendary status in Canada. The Avro Arrow Story describes the events
leading up to its development and construction, its brief life and destruction.

Author Bill Zuk has impressive credentials for writing a book of this nature.
Membership in The Canadian Aviation Historical Society and the Western Canada
Aviation Museum show his devotion to aviation. In addition, he helped to produce a TV
series, The Arrow, and wrote a biography of Janusz Zurakowski, a test pilot of the
Arrow.
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February 20, 1959, the Canadian prime minister stood before
the House of Commons to announce that his government had
decided to cancel the CF-105 Avro Arrow supersonic fighter-
interceptor program. What were the reasons? Over three
hundred million dollars had been spent on the aircraft
considered by many to be twenty years ahead of its time. It was
also suggested that the new missile age - brought on by the
advent of the Russian satellite Sputnik - had made manned
interceptors obsolete.

But what were the real reasons? And were the Americans
involved?

In this tale of intrigue, the Russians plan an air strike on North
America. Canadian and American Intelligence get wind of it
through secret channels. The Canadians pretend to terminate
the Arrow and then - with the help of the Americans - deploy the
machine for what it was designed for. It's mission: catch the
Russians with evidence of its strike force. While the public
mourns the death of the supersonic fighter, the Arrow blasts its
way across the Pacific on a vital, long-range, photo-recon
mission to save the Free World and avert World War III. Behind
the controls is a hand-picked Royal Canadian Air Force pilot.,
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