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Star Staff Writer
Air Force officials told a
House commitee today a sci-
entific panel of civilians would
investigate “flying saucers”
despite the lack of eyidence
that such objects exist.
Mainly as a result of House
Republican Leader  Gerald
Ford’s demand for a congres-
Eonanl investigation of unidenti-

ied flying objects, the Armed
ervices Committee - suddenly

Ly

The Pentagon today re-released
it said was built by the United
get more than four feet off the

opened testimony on the mat-
ter at an executive - session
scheduled on othér Air Force
matters. o

Air Force Secretary Harold
Brown and Dr. J. Allen Hynek,
Northwestern University as-
tronomer .and a special - con-
sultant to the- Air Force since
1952, said 95 percent of - the
cases reported to them can be
explained as natural phenom-
ena. .
They said the other 5 percent

‘Ilinto the matter.

) . —United Press International
this picture of a “flying saucer” which
States and Canada, but which couldn’t
ground. The photo was first released in

Civilian Panel toStudy UFOs,
Air Force Assures Congress

still were belng investigated but
that they have no reason to
conclude that those cases are
“extraterrestrial or outsidé mili-

tary hardware.” :

The witnesses added that sev-
eral persons.who photographed
such objects and had them pub-
lished recently in national maga-
zines ‘have refused to-give the
negatives to the Air Force for
inspection. .

The Air Force officials esti-
mated that of the more -than
10,000 unidentified flying objects
reported in recent years, only
about 100 were photographed
and fewer than 200 were ob-
served on radar. All of- the
radar cases have been solved,
they said. S :

Brown assured the committee
the Air Force wants a thorough
investigation “so that this situ-
ation won’t get out of hand.”

He maintained that the Air
Force itself has not ignored
such reports or ridiculed people
who said they saw unidentified
objects in the sky. And he prom-
ised that the intended panel of
civilian scientists would study
each case ‘in depth.” :

Chairman L. Mendel Rivers,
D-S.C., indicated that the com-
mittee would not adopt ‘Ford’s
suggestion for a- congressional
investigatiotr;; at: leasf: until;,the
Air Force panel looks thoroughly




