
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/politics-government/cabinet-conclusions/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=15375

Title: CF-100 aircraft; possible sale to Belgium.

Microfilm Reel Number: T-12185

1956-10-18Meeting Date:

Reference: RG2, Privy Council Office, Series A-5-a, Volume 5775 Access Code: 12

Item Number: 15375



Bibliotheque et Archives 
Canada 

Conditions d'utilisation et droit 
d'auteur 

Les reproductions fournies par DAC sont 

reservees a des fins de recherche ou d'etudes 

privees. II incombe aux utilisateurs qui 

souhaitent utiliser ces reproductions pour toutes 

autres fins d'obtenir Ja permission ecr ite du 

titulaire du droit d'auteur. Le recipiendaire sera 

tenu responsable de toute infraction au droit de 

propriete de cette copie numer ique. 

Library and Archives 
Canada 

Terms of use and Copyright 

Any copy provided by LAC is restricted to 

research purposes or private study, Users 

wishing to use the copies for any other purpose 

should obtain written permission of the 

copyright owner. Responsibility regarding 

questions of copyr ight that may arise in the use 

of this digital copy is assumed by the recipient 

LAC holds enormous quantities of records for 

BP.C possede une vaste quantite de documents which the ownership and copyright status may 

pour Jesquels Ja propr iete et le statut du droit be uncertain, either because of insufficient 

d'auteur peuvent etre difficiles a etablir, soit en information or because of a mixture of public 

raison d'information insuffisante, soit a cause de and private material, or of published and 

Jeur origine mixte, c'est-a-dire publique et privee, unpublished works. Users are urged to consult 

ou encore parce qu'il s'agit de documents en the Copyright Act and to seek legal advice when 

partie publies et en partie inedits. On suggere aux the interpretation of copyright raises questions. 

utilisateurs de consulter Ja Loi sur le droit It is not the role of LAC to interpret the 

d'auteur et d'obtenir un avis jur idique Jorsque Copyright Act for users but rather it is up to the 

J'interpretation du droit d'auteur souleve des users to be aware of copyright issues. 

questions. BAC n'a pas le mandat d'interpreter Ja 

Loi sur le droit d'auteur pour le benefice des 

utilisateurs, et ii incombe a ces derniers de 

connaitre Jes obligations que comportent Jes 

droits d'auteur. 

Pour en savoir davantage, consultez Ja page « 

Avis » du site \IVeb de BAC : http://www.bac­

Jac.gc.ca/fra/ Pages/ avis.aspx 

For more information please consult the LAC, 

"Terms and Conditions" page: : 

http ://www.bac-Jac.gc.ca/ eng/Pages/ terms­

and-conditions.aspx 



• 

• 

SECRET 

- 10 -

26. The Cabinet noted the r eport of the 
Minister of Agriculture on the provision of a grant 
of $1 million to the Pacific National Exhibition 
for the construction of a Livestock Coliseum Building, 
and agreed that the Minister, the Minister of Finance 
and Mr. Sinclair and Mr. Campney discuss the proposal 
and report their views to the Cabinet at a subsequent 
meeting. 

CP-100 aircraft; possible sale to Belgium 

27. The Minister of National Defence reported 
that the A.V. Roe company had, tor some time, been trying 
to arrange a sale of 72 CF-100 aircraft to Belgium. 
This would be an off-shore purchase transaction involving 
the use of U.S. funds. The sale had been delayed 
because the fire control system in the CF-100 was 
installed under U.S. license and the United States, 
for security reasons, had so far refused to allow 
the system in . other than the U.S. and the Canadian 
air forces. The u.a. riad now decided to release this 
equipment which would mean that; not only would AVRO 
be in a position to sell CP-lOO's equipped with the 
system, but that U.S. aircraft companies manufacturing 
a comparable t;ype or aircraft, the P-89, would also 
be keenly interested in the proposed sale. 1'1e F-89 
cost slightly less than the CF-100 and it was probable 
that the Belgians, even though they had been 
negotiating with AVRO, might buy in the U.S. unless 
some inducement was offered t o purchase in Canada . 
This might take the form of an offer to provide 
the first year's spare parts, including engines, 
as mutual aid. The cost would be approximately 
$12.5 million. If life-time spares were considered, 
the cost would be $17,5 million. 

The U.S. Secretary for Air, wi th whom 
he had discussed the matter and who was being most 
helpful, quite understandably had to extend the release 
of the fire control equipment to aircraft manufactured 
in the U.S. as well as in Canada. Mr. Quarles thought, 
however, that he might be able to explain a Belgian 
purchase of CP-lOO's to American manufacturers by 
pointing to the fact that the Canadian government 
was providing an element of mutual aid and that the 
whole transaction was thus a three , way u.s.-Belgian­
Canadian co-operative effort. 

The Minister had also discussed the 
question with the Minister of Defence Production 
who was in favour of providing some concessions 
though he felt they should not be too attractive. 
It had to be kept in mind that if a sale in the manner 
proposed were made, other countries 1n N.A.T.O. 
lll1.ght also request similar treatment for the purchase 
of aircraft here. 
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28. Dur1ng the d1scuaa1on the following 
points emerged: 

(a) Even though t ~e mutual a1d 
appropriation had been reduced 1t was 
going to be diffi cult to r1ne1 projects 
eligible for assistance this year. 
There was not much equipment i n stock 
available for the purpose and new offerings 
would have to come from current production . 

(b) It was unlikely that other 
countries would be able t o make similar 
arrangements, particularly as the U.S. 
would not want to allocate its funds in 
this manner in the future. 

(c) Assisting Belgium to purchase 
CP-lOO's would be i n accordance with the 
r equest of N.A.T.O. authorities to Canada 
to provide mutual aid so that mo,mber countries 
could acquire high perfomance aircraft. 

29. The Cabinet noted the report or the 
Minister of National Defence on the possible sale 
of CP-100 aircraft to Belg1um, and agreed,in principle, 
to such a sale by A.V . Roe Company and also that 
an offer be made,in addi t ion, to provide spare parts 
for the aircraft, incl uding engines, as mutual aid 
from the existing appropri ation; the Minister, the 
Secretary of State f or External Affairs and the 
Acting Minister of Defence Production to conclude the 
necessary arrangements. 

Middle East; Suez Canal dispute; Israeli-Arab tensions 

30. 'nle Secreta~ of State for External 
ro,ported that the Suez Canal i spute appeared to be 
quietening down. '1'1e United Kingdom and Prance were 
negotiating with Egypt under U.N . auspices. 

However, tensi on had increased between 
Israel and the Arabs and the situation in the Middle 
East was quite dangerous. Israel had said that 
any more incidents on the Jordanian border would 
lead to substantial retaliation and not Just be 
treated as a border affray. The U.K. had supported 
Iraq in i ts decisi on to send troops to Jordan to 
stabilize the situation there but this appeared to be 
an unwise move. 

Affairs 

The f1rst eight Sabre aircraft f or Israel 
would be shipped by boat in the next few weeka and the 
balance at the rate of four a month . He had emphasized 
to the I sraeli Afflbaseador, however. that if Israel 
COl!lllitted aggressi on the shipments would be suspended. 
Even though Israel had already given a cheque to 




