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sonally or via the m:.iil s at a Can:.idian 
office of the a ir line invol ved, or 
through a Canadian tra vel agency. 

At, of course, a price that was 

15~ ~ below that required in the U.S. 
Th is added up to a substantial saving 
to the American ai r tra veller :rnd a 

considerable loss to the U.S. Internal 
Reve nue Bureau. !t also brought a use­
ful nu mber of American dollars into 

Canada , so that Canadian authorities 

were only too happy to let well enough 

alone. i 

Cansos To Indonesia 
Six Canso PBY-5 A aircraft have 

recen tly been sold by the Babb Com­
pany (Canada) Limited to the United 
States of Indonesia, according to Ches­

ton M. Newhall , vice-presiden t and gen­
eral manager. The aircraft are being 
o,·erhaule<l bv The <le Havilla n<l Air­
craft of Can;da and the first one was 
scheduled to be delivered some weeks 
ago . 

Jet Customer 
T he purchase of either Avro Jet­

liners or de Havil land Comets is being 
gl\·en serious conside ration by J\a­
tional :\irlines, accord ing to G. T. 
Baker, president of the Ame rican air 
line, when he spoke at a press co n­
ference in \Vashington recently. Mr. 
fhker in dicated that J\ ational was 
quite awa re of presen t shortcomings of 
pure jet tran sports, but thought that 
these would be e'im inate<l shortl y. H e 
personally seemed to prefe r pure iets 
over prop jets. since he fel t that b ck 
of vib ra tion in pu re jets was a g reat 
advantage, and that the elimination of 
the propeller was an important fo r­
wa rd step. 

Weather Station 
Soon a Canadian , h ip will be back 

perfo rm ing weather station duties, but 
this time it will be in the Pac ific , in­
st~ad of the Atlantic . Also, the job 
has been taken out cf the hands of the 
RCt • and is be: ng carried out entirel y 
by the D epa rtment of Transport. 

The first Canadian ship to be com­
missioned as a weather ship was the 
HMCS St. Stephen, on Sep tember 
27. 1947. :,ncl for nearly three years 
she al ternated patro ls of duty at Sta­
tion Baker with shi ps of the U .S. 
Coast Gu:.i rcl . Baker. inciden tall y, is 
midway bet1Yeen the southern tip of 
G reenland and the coast of Labrador. 

On August 3 1 the St. Step hen was 
<lecomm iss:oned as an RC~ ,·essel and 
t1.1rne<l OYer to the D oT, to be under 
the command of Captain Tames 
Cu thbert. F or the job in the Pacific. 
the shi p is to be joined by two 
othe r sh ips. like herself, con verted 
frigates. All three , hi ps will be com­
pletely manned by Department of 
Transport crews. The station which 
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the vessels are to maintain has not yet 
been officially announced. Station 
Baker, on the other hand, wi ll now be 
mainta ined solely by the U .S. Coast 
Guard. 

Plugged Loophole 
Ever since the transportation tax of 

151~ was taken off ai r tra vel in Canada, 
border cities in this country have done 
a land office business in the sale of 
American ai r line tickets to Americans, 
who are still req uired to pay a similar 
tax. 

It dicln 't matter that the ticket was 
fo r travel between two or more points 
with in the borders of the U.S . proper, 
it was still qui te legal to buy it per-

This happy st:.ite has now bi::en 
wiped out. The loophole has been 
plugged to the extent tha t tickets fo r 
tra\·el between two points in the U.S., 
or at least fo r trips emanating from a 
point in the U.S., no matter where 
they a re bought, are liable to a tax of 
15~ ~- While fu ll details of the method 
of collecting the tax are not available, 
it would appear tha t there is still a 

DETACHED : The Fai rchild XC-120 Pack Plane may be the forerunner of a new 
breed a-f " truck-trailer" freight transport aircraft. The cargo "pack" hos 2.700 eub:e 

feet of space available and the aircraft, which has a design gross weight, with the 
pock ottoched, of 04,000 lbs ., can carry ten tans of cargo. Span is 109 ft, 3'/4 in . 
Power is by two P & W R-4360s of 3,250 hp each. Maximum speed is 250 mph. 
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