
Air Power and National Defence 
fly the HO~ORABLE BROOKE C,LA:XTON 

~li11iste1· of National Deience 

T l-lE l-WYAL Canadian Air Force today is 
in th e midst of its greatest peace-time 

expansion prngramme, a prngramme \\'hich 
is turning· it into a Force of --10 Squadrons, fly­
ing the latest types of jet aircraft, and 
eq uipped to turn out thousands of tn,inecl air 
nnd ground crew each yea1·. including aircrew 
from othe1· NATO nations des iring assistance 
of this sort. 

This air force build-up is pait of the 
general expansion prngrnmme of o~ll' armed 
forces. lt is an expansion programme 
built cu·ouncl our belief-a belief shared by 
other nations v,hich are rnembei-s of the North 
.·Hlantic Treaty Organization-that strong 
a rmed forces pro,,ide our best insurance 
ngainst general \\' a r. 

The ai1· force build-up, like that of the Na,·~: 
and Am1r. is be ing· canied out to conform to 
the th1·ee main objectin~s of om· national de­
fence plan. These are: 

( a) The immediate defence of Canada and 
North America from direct attack; 

(b) implementation of any undertakings 
made by Canada under the Charter of 
the United Nations, 01· unde1· the 
Noi'th Atlantic Treaty o.r other agree-­

ment for collect ive security; 
(c) th e organization to build up om· 

strength in the event of total war. 
As 1·eg-ards our first objectiYe, the RCAF 
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is placing its main emphasis on an ae1·ial de­
fence system, incorporating squadrons or 
fighters and an early "·arning web of rada r 
stations. In this connection the RCAF is "·ork­
ing closely \\'ith the United States, for in event 
of aerial attack it ,,·oulcl be senseless to talk 
about boundary lines bet\\-een our t\rn nations . 

Some fighter squadrons have already been 
e~uipped ,,·ith Canadian-built F-86 Sabres. 
being produced by Canadair Ld. of Montreal. 
These speedy day-fighters "·ill be used to equip 
fighter squadrons based in Canada and \\·ill 
a lso be f!o,n1 by ou1· fighter squadrons going 
overseas to form part of the Integrated Force 
under General Eisenho"·el'. Ou1· Canadian­
designed and built CF-100 Canuck. produced 
by A. V. Roe (Canada) at Malton, is scheduled 
to come into service shortly. It "·ill be used 
initially at an operational tn,, ining unit ancl as 
further aircraft come off the production Jin ,~ 
\\·ill be used to equip all-weather squadrons. 

The RCAF's aerial defence system. incor­
porating the lighte l' squadrons and ea rly ,,-arn­
ing and ground contl'ol chain, will progres­
sively become ope1·ational as the ail'craft and 
the complex equipment l'equil'ed for this systen1 
are produced. The aircraft and other equip­
ment haYe only rece ntly been cleYelopecl. 
Canada, in this regal'd. is in the same position 
as other N.-\ TO nations. A cle :: ision todav to 
up the strength of the armed (Tur11, to JJ. 700) 
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forces cannot be follo\\'cd overn ight. 

or e\'en in six months or a year, by 

acq uisition of all the necess:1ry weapons 

and equipment. They simply do not 

exist. and de\'el op ing and producing 

th em takes time. All possible measures 

ha\'e been taken and are being taken 

to speed this work alonl!; . :\ircraft of 
the best and latest typ;s ll"ill shortly 
he produced at the rate to pro\'ide the 

fro nt line aircraft fur a squad rc,n e\'ery 
month. 

The second objective of Ca nada's 
national defence programme is linked 

,,·ith the aims of the United Nat ions 

and the agreements for collecti\'e 

security under the North Atlantic 

Treaty . In this rega rd the RCAF has 

bee n. and is. making large and \'alu­
able contributions. 

Operationalh-. the RCAF has been 

engaged in the Korea a:rlift since Jul y 
27. 1950. On that day the first aircraft 
of -\26 Transport Squadron were air-
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home from J\-lcC hord . .\ir Force Base. 
near Tacoma. in the State of V-.'ash ­

ington. hea ding for Japan. Since then 
the squadron has performed its duties 

on the airlift in :1 manner that has 
brought ne\\' laurels to the RCAF. 

During its first tw eh ·e months of oper­

ations on th e airlift . 42(1 Squadron. 

Hying tweh·e Canad ian -built !\onh 

Star transports. carr ied more than 

6.600 personnel and almost 2.700.00(1 

pounds of freight and mail. The 
sq uadron /le\\' nearly 250 trips. cover­
ing 2,759.000 miles without loss of 
ai rmen or aircraft . 

Air Division: The RC..\F plans 10 

place an air Ji,·ision of ele\'en fighter 

squadrons . supported ll\ a supph· lin e 
of resen·e aircraft. d ep;ts :rnd tr;:ning 

establishments . at the Jisposal of the 
I ntegr:1ted Force. One fighter squadron 

has been unJergoing operational train ­
in g in the U nited Ki ngdom since 
Januar y. ]95 1. and pl:111s call for 

formation oi :111 RCi\f- Fighter Wing 
in Britain l:ite thi s year . 

\·aluahl e co ntrihuti om are heing 
made by the RCAF to collccti,·e secur­

ity th rough its training aid to other 
.r-..:: A TO nations. Stuc.knt pilots and 

na\'igators from Creat Britain, Nor­

way . France. Th e ?\'e th erlands. Bel­
gium anJ Italy began training at 
RC:\F flying schools late in ] 950 and 
early in ]951. and our orig;nal ofTer 

concerning this l\"jlc oi aid has since 
been increased gre:nh·. The !{ C.-\F is 

building up th:s training assist:rnce to 

a point where approxirnatelv I ,-\()II 

student a1rcre\\' from other !\ A TO 
nations \\'ill he tra;ned here yearly. 

The Reserve: C anad a's third naticn • 
al defence ohjccti,-c call s fer :wncd 
fo rces abl e to expa nd ranidh· in the 
e,·e nt of total ,,·ar. I 11 thi s regard the 

l{ CAF A.uxilian• i!; of g reat irnpona11 cc . 
anJ emphasis has heen placed on its 
buildu p toget her ll"ith that of th e 

Reg ular Force. Stress has been placed 
on establishment of auxiliary fighter 

anJ tactical squadrons and radar units. 
As rapiJ!y as equipment and facilitie s 
can be prcJ\·id ed these units are heing 
brought up to war establishment. Al ­
though annual camp per:ods are being 
continued. i11 creased emp hasis is h:.: ­
ing placc.:cl on operational c.:xerci!:es 
w ith the l{c.:g u1a r Fore::. in orJer that 

the lllll1 irnurn operational tr:lllllllg 
wo;dd he required sho uld it he neces ­
sary tc, pl:t cc 1he111 on :111 :1ct i,-c ha \ is 
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in the eve nt of a general war. A l­
tho1 1gh the majority of key pe rsonnel 

are ,·eterans of the last \\'ar. training 

progr:unmes are in progress not only at 

the auxiliary units but at Regular Force 
schools to maintain a flo\\' of "new" 

recruits. Approx imately I .UOO hi g h 

school students took ful l-tim e trainin g 
at rese r\'e flving :rnd ground units dur­

ing their summer holida ys this yea r. 

A quick stock-taking of the RCAF 

during its current expansion pro­

gra:rnne sho\\'s rapid headway, e,·en 

though many types of \\'Capo ns and 

equipment cannot be obta:ned over­

night. To accommodate our own in ­
creased aircre\\' training requirements. 

and to be able to train the large num­

bers of student aircrew from other 

~ A TO nations that ::ire co:ni ng he re to 

earn their wings. new flying training 

sc hools h:l\·e been. a nd are. being 
ope ned. Se,·en such schools h:1\'e been 

fo rm ed . or :ire due for fo rm:1tion 
shortly , on the Pr:iiries. and :1 sch ool 

for speciali zed armam ent :rnd ope r:1 -
tional training will be constructed in 

northern Alberta. 

Out of Storage : A considerable num­
ber o( wartime aircraft . mostly trainin g 

typ~s but including some oper:nional 

aircraft, has bee n taken out of storage 

and placed in sen·ice. One hundred 

pis ton-dri\'en Mustang fighters ha\'e 

been purchased from the Cni,ed States 
pending availabi lity of our own Can­
adian -bui lt iets. Acquisition ot th ese 

aircraft allowed an additional fighter 
squadro n of the Regular Force to form 

and commence tactical training. A 
similar number of tw in -e ngine l\ lit­

chell s has bee n bm:ght from the United 

States . to be used for training purposes. 
In addition. 100 Texan trainers. simi­

lar to our C::inadian-built Han-ard. 
hal'e been loaned to us by the C .S .. 
until suffic ient Har\'ards are bui lt in 
Ca n:1da. A number of n,·u -seate r jct 
tr:1iners. in short supply e,en·"·here 
:1nd , ·it:1lly needed by all air forces 

of today . has bee n bought from the 
C.S. pending prod uction of further air­

cnft of this type in Canatb. 
The RCAF expansion is part of the 

three-ye:1r build -up of th e :1rmed forces. 

"·hich \\'e es ti mate \\'ill cost more than 
lil'e billion dollars. Appropri:nion for 
the RCAF this fiscal year comes to 

SC,7~ .000.000. This is going to produce 

an :1ir fo rce of forty regular :1nd re­
se n ·e stiuadrons \\'ith more than 3.000 

nt: \\·, latest-type a ircra ft additional to 

those hel d at the begi nning of the 

prese nt fisca l year. 

Good Progress: The last few months 
hal'e seen good progress toward~ thi s 
goal. \:\'om en ha,·e again been re­

cruited 11\' the RCAF for man,· 

di i1e re11t trades. and first stude nt ;1 :r ­

cre\\' from abroad haH· retu rn ~d to 

their nati\'e lands \\'earing the \\'ing, 

they won in Canada. at l~CAF train ­

ing schools. 1\'ew oper:1tiona] squad ­
rons have been for;1,ed. some of th em 

equ ipped witn our own C:1nacl i:1n-bu il t 

jets. and ne\\' flying fi elds . both train ­

ing :1nd oper:1tion:1I. ha\' e been op '.: ned. 
J\ great amount of co nstructio n work 
is underway: for the :1ir force expa n­
sion CO\'ers a wide range. running from 
exte nsion of run\\'ays to co nst ruction 

of schools for ch ildren of married 

sen·icernen where normal school faci li ­
ties are nun-existent or unavailable . 
There are short:1ges. but \\'c are O\'er­
com i ng them. 

The RC.-\F is being built as a 

guardian of freedom :1nd. should the 
need arise. our air force \\'ill do what 

i:; expecte d of it-and \\'e expect :1 
s rcat deal. 

INSTRUMENTS !Jn ]ml Ciil,/ 
• Landing & Navigational L,ght Assy 

and Bulbs 

• Batteries, Pumps, Generators 

• Helays, Starters, Solenoids 

• Spark P Jugs 

o A~ Hardware and fillings 
" .r heels, tires and tubes 

lUany ot},er parts and accessories. 

Send us your requirements. 

Aircraft Parts &. Supplies 
Reg'd 

2554 Des Carrieres, Room l 0, Montreal, Oue . 

Telephone VI 8238 or GRavel 5878 
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"Klixon" Circuit Breakers. 

Heavy Alloy For Ballast. 

Galley Equipment. 

Electrical Cable. 

Parachutes. 

Pulleys. 

Seats. 

Fans. 

And on the ground-

Magnetic sweeps for Airports, Airport & Plant 

Lights, Air Raid Warning Sirens, Jet Energizers. 

C-H Engineering Company 
Toronto, 

137 We llington W., Toronto 
Montreal , 

Sun Life Bldg . 
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