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Ottawa, Feb. 22 - Canada's 

national de fens e policies in 
general and the Royal Canadian 
Air Force in particular face a i 
vastly changed and still. mucb4 
troubled futune as a re,:mlt of ' 
the . Government's. decjsion ·, to 

1 scrnp the Avro Arrow. 
The •decision really· raised as · 

many problems as it , settled. ; 
Some will he. solved, no doubt, 1 

in the_ defense 'White • Paper to : 
be I tabled -in the • Commons in l 
a matter . of weeks .. Many of l 
~hem, however. tied lnextricabJy i 
mto the question -of Canadian! 
sovereignty;: will .' be m any ' 
months, even years, in working 
oul • • ! 

The Arrow clecision was based ' 
\ Oil strategic and .budgetary fac- ' 
, tors; pride and politics - sub­
merged to a large extent in this 
verdict-are bound to re-assert 
themselves. 

This much · is clear for the 
RCAF; , the end of the · inter- · 
ceptor defense role around I 

-.-L 

strongly as possible in. the 
Unit.ed States·where well known 
and extremely strong pressures 
are at work to keep U.S: defense 
dollars flowing into ' this country 
at a minimum. • 

The Governrrient knew it was 
going to bti1y the. Arrow; it had, 
in effect, killed it lasf Sept. 23. 
It also knew ',that regardless of 
the timing, the -d·ecision would 
trigger a tremendous · outcry in 
this country. • 

With important decisions on 
possible 'Contracts · for Canada­
one p! them on the • big order · 
for . Canadair's CL-44 airframes I 
for new radar .picket aircraft- , 
to be .. made in .Washington -in 
the next few .weeks, the hope is 
that t\}e furore resulting from 
the Ar,ro\v sacrifice will have a 
considerable impact on the u :s. 
capital. · 

There were othe_r facto~s; one 
of them, .no doubt, the . desire ' 
to save the. money ·_that- might 
otherwise . have b_een spent on 
Arrow . work in the weeks be­
tween now and March 31. Ti1is 

. . - -· - - will · help • Finance . Minister 

I which I the rest. of 11ir force Fleming in keeping his deficit 
turned in recent years is in sight close to tJ:ie $700,000,000 he 
though· still possibly two, .three predlcted. • 
or four years away. • Another area of gi·eat ·impa· et 

USAF • int~rceptors flown either by_ ·u.S. or Canadian of Frid a-y's : . announcements 
airmen - the personI)el is a could involve · the relationships 
basically political decision not . of the RCAF and this Govern- ' 
yet made-will fill the gap until ! ment with the U_nited States 
the F-108. the chemically-fueled l within the North American Air , 

Defense Command. : • 
aircraft. i,s ready ·to suppleme·1\t1 F tl • 
.what .-.will . be by then .. th.e, pn- rom _ ie outset Canadian : 
niarily missile defenses of North officers, ha:1e ~onceded that this : 
America, _ , 1

1 
, c~untry s Jumor . partner con-[' 

. ! tnbution-the' potential of nine 
Even the future of Canada·s\ horn~. defense - squadrons , plus! 

12-squadron air division in\ ~arhc1pation in • radar _warningj 
Europe is in doubt for the time lmes--:really didn't justify ·the 
being. Confirmation is expected ! aut_honty . exercised by· RCAF 
soon that it will be· re-equipped1 offi~ers • at Norad's Colorado 
with a short take-off fighter Spnngs headquarters. 
with both attack and interceptori Much ,hope and pride was 
capabilities. 1 st~ked. on _the Arrow bringing 

·under, serious consideration: this situation . back closer 'to 
is the U.S. Grumman FllF. balance-a possible "indicatfon 
Super Tiger which would re-- of why Air Marshal Roy Siemon 
place . the_ eight sq~adr?~s. of_ NORAD'S deputy · commande; 
. Sabres . with the air . d1".1s1on., emphasized the continuing need 
·nut wh~ther or not this f1ghte~ . for_ manned interceptors of 

- · . .. · I which he said • the • Arrow ap-
or_ -any othei· the Government • p~ared _ to be the best of its i 
might select fr.om the shelf of l. kmd• . • ._• 1 

U.S. hardware would be. pro- \l ' Now, of course, the scrapping' 
duccd in Canada is one· of the P~ .. t,he Arrow seems only to: 
big, burning questions of the! •• • • -~ '; . I have tipped the scales more• 
next few months.. . . . heavily in the other direcvon.1 

The answer to 1t 1s iled mto\ If, as expected, the U.S. _Air. 
the much bigger and, for Cana- Force takes over the · manned, 
dian industry, much more im- Interceptor over Western Can; i 

t t • f f h · f ada as it has on the eastern , 
por an <J.Ues 1011 0 s ai:mg O continental f l a n k, Canada's\ \ 
general defensi; production. , Norad contribution within a 

The new agreement in prin-! matter of tV1io er three years\ 
ciple on defense production \ will be reduced to one-third o~ : 
about which. Prime Minister · two Bomarc missile squadrons : 
Diefenbaker s p o .k e hopefully! and their electronic supporting ' 
Friday is couched, it . is under- '. gear plus particip.ation in the 
stood, in much ·more ambiguous ! early warning radar systems. · 
and vague terms .than most Ca- The Diefenbaker Government 
nadian officials had hoped it hedged the sovereignty fea\ure 
would be. of the announced · chan·ges : by 

They have ' had strong verbal ne~otiating recentlf. th~·: S}Y_itf)l-1 

assurances from the . United wluch .P\l~ .. : RC4,~i. off1ceff _.-l_ll:\' 
States that U.S. contracts both ope_rationJ ;c~I1!i' t"~f :'.!p~l\J9,µr 
for the two-thirds U.S. share m~Jo~1.l'.Yi!J~-!J,.f I. s; f1J. ut 
of the Bomarc-Sage-Pinetree tlus 1n,vp,We'd4i _s· 
missile and radar complex and an~ t~t . i 
other defense items would come b~i:1~ • ~I , 
to · Canada. A few of them al- c1v_1lla-q,\: •. 
ready have. But the-. proof of Unite_d -i~~ 
:the principle- must be · in the the bill. <'". ., _. 
dolla'rs spent here because the 

.
'commitment is only ;' a general! As a result; the~e ~v~ll may 
;0ne. , 1 . , be at~empts- to dim1msh the 
'. . Jn fact there has been , con-1 Canadian . role at the top of 
siderable speculation in the\ ~ORAD. - T~e U.S. ,Army, for 
wake of Friday's announcement\ I~Stance, ~vh1ch has 11 _su_bstan­
that · the timing-six weeks . be-

1 
b~l -~ommitllle_nt to·_ anb-aJrcraft 

fore the Government's :· self- , ~i~siles fol" the defense of ,U.S. ! 
imposed O deadline-was gear~d \ cities has resented .the ·fact ·that ; 
to support Canada's case as the RCAF was'>- given such a, 
- ________ powerful . role w1thi1i' ·NORAD'sl 

higl~est . e_chelons. • • • 


