
Editorial

REGR,ETTAEIE DECIS'ON
The RCAF lecentl5- tlirned dou'l

tr request of the Soaling Associit-
tion of Canada to pror-ide tlzurs-
portation for the Can;rdian glicling
team in connection u'ith the \\'olld
Gliding Championships. It ir.n-
presses us that this ri'as a paliic-
ular'lv nnfortunate clecisiot-r on the
pa|t of the Ai| Fot.ce. n)o|e s(, jll
vieu- of the f acrt tltat no reasorr
ri'as given for rejecting tl-re ap-
piic:rtion. There ale undoubteclll-
mzln\- nrore lequests r-uade for.
trans-Atlantic transpoltation t]-ran
the IICAF can possibll. handle
rvith its limitecl nrimber of flights
avaiLible on tl-ris lun. 1-et it seem.s
to us th:Lt the SAC's application
rvus u'orlh5'of tol-r plioritl-. Tite
sl n j't uf gliri itrg {ir,eS n()[ r.et.eir.,
the suppol't in Canadn tj"rat it
plopelll- desert'es. It te:rches trnci
maint:rins skills that are of ltai'tic-ul:rr value to the ntilitai.r' and
ri'ould unc.lriubtecll\' .soon be calle.l
into plal'in the event of rlar-.
Ii.ecognition of this basic f act
seems to be conrnton enough in
clict:rtorships, Itut the den,ocratic
nations have :rlrra.\.s ignor.ecl the
l:rtent 1:ossibilitics o1' the spr.rrt.
llitler's air force u'zrs built on zt

governmerrt-sponsorerl gliding pro-
gi'zur, and look ri'hat it u'as al-,le
t<-r do. Sulelr' liris reccnt lcss.rn
h:Ls ttol s() so()lt lrt,r:rr i'oi'gottt,n.

tr(i

IHE,ND,SPENS,4BtE EI,IG,NEER

1n an iu'ticle entitlecl "Ettgineers aud Ait'ct'aft
I't'ocluctior.r." to be fottnd eiser'hele in tiiis issne of
.lit'r:t'rtf t. Glor-rp Caltt:rin H. R. Foottit entpliasizes thirt
iL is not possible to maintain an trilcraft ploclr.tction
])r'ogt'rrm an1-rr'hels-eveu ri'hen exi-stir-rg designs at'e
ploduced Lrnclel lict'tise, ri'ithout tire backing ol'a stt'ot.lg
engineeling te:rm.

Sat-s G C troottit : "Eugiueers, bonnd :1s tite]- iit'e
to Canacliirn irirct'zrft pt'ocluctive c:rpacitl-, are titns as
lital to this couutri' as the bi'iclis, tnortar'. ttncl machine
tools of the conti'trctor's plant. Yet u'e in Czrnada jusi
clo not turr out enoltgh l-oultg etrgineels to meet tire
demand." lle tiren goes on to point out th:Lt in spite
of this unsatisfied deiland. onll'trlo rler'onatitical
engineers rl-ele gt'trcluated this 1'ear in all of Cattadzl.

Onlv Tu'o: It seen-Ls strange that zrt.rtottg all tire
l-oung men l'iro graduated in eugineering this 1'eat',
onll tu-o shor"rld find tl're ar-iatiot-t field sufficientll'
atti'active to .speciaiize in it. Of crourse, thele rrill be
nlan\r other graduirtes in otiret' branches of the engitt-
eering profession l'ho rrill be empIol.ed b1- the airclaft
industrl-. )-et elen this does not alter the fact that onll'
tu'o ,,our.* men hzrve been irdded to the aeronatttical
engineering i'anks.

It is trr.re that modern zrr-iation embt'zrces in va,t'1--
ing degrees mal-I\- other blanches of engineeling be-
sides aeronautictil ; it is eqr-rzr1l1' tlue that :rs the
general plactitioner is the btrsic element in the r-neclical
fieid, so the zreronautical engineer is the basic eienrent
in the avizrtion iudustr'].. There is little cloubt that elen
though tl-re industr')-'s demzrnd for :rdclitional engineers
is comparativell' small at plesent, it neveltheless llzr-s
the czrpacitl' to absorb more than tri'o aeronauticai
specialist.s per: annunl.

It does not seem likeli- that the e;rrning poteuti:r1
of the aeronalltical engineer is the problent, in spite of
t}-re fact that a lecent surve]- bv the Ciutadian Fecler'-
ation of Engineei'-s & Scientists levealed thtrt as :r
genera) rr.rle. the earnings of engineers alicl 1th1-sicists
emplo1-ed belori- the manager-nent level, rvas consicler'-
abi1. les.s thzrn l-rad been supposed. Though the sulvel
did not indicate just hou' aelonrrutical engineels fat'ecl
in comparison to othel groups, thele is nothing to
indicate that thel' rrrade a pool shou-ing.

Thus, u'hile tiie surle)- ntight. c1-nics ccinlcl sa1',
l'rar-e sirou-n ri'h1' a pel'son sitould not entel the engin-
eeling plofession, it cjoes nothing to I'r.r'eal u-h1- rr

student, having m:Lcle up his nTind tc, igr.role tite dis-
advantage of conil'rnt'r,rtivelr- lori' i'emur-rerrrtior.r of tite
profession :rs a u'hole. should sh1' as'zr1- flonl one
particular branch.

f Jrs and I)ou'ns: it seems more likelr- that the
industrl-'s lack of altpeal to engineers czln l'..re tracecl
to its boom-or-bust reputation. \\'hile this ma1- irar-e
been good cause not so manl. ]'eal's ilgo, it nou' allpears
that the industrr- has attaineci u contpnlatjve degree
of st:rbilitl'. IIou'et'er, r'eltut:rtions die harcl. :tncl the
ploblem is hou' to cortvince 1-rotential engineer.s th:rt
thei'e is a futui'e for them in the Aviation lndr,rstr.]-.

Ur-rdoubtedll-, this is onll- one reason for the cur.-
rent situation. A comprehensive stud1. is required
to ascei'tain ho'uv best to encourage student engineel.s
to turn their er.es to the aerr.rnautical field. Perhaps
this is a job that the Ctriatlian Aei'onautical Institute
c:ould shoulcler its ori'n ar'lvarrttige trs l'ell :rs that of
tlre rlhole lntlust r'.r'.
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