Jan Zura,kowskx pllotcd ‘Arrow’s mmden fhght.

Former Top Test P_ilof

Z urakowski

Canada's former lop test pilot
‘Jan Zurakowsm. 44, joined the
1anks of the unempluyéd ‘yester-
|da
! le Polish-born, flyet—an ace
Ioi the Battle of - Brilain—took
|Lhe Avro up for its maiden
{light March 25, 1958, and made
about 30 flights in all, reaching
speeds estimaled at ‘more than
1,200 miles an hout,”

When the Arrow was serap-
ped yesterday by the Federal
Government., Mr. Zurakowski
was eaught in the wave of Avre
layoffs,

Formerly Avro's chief experi-
menial piloi, he recenlly had
been eppointed a staff engineer.

It was seven years ago that
ae and his wile came io Can-
ada,

*I hope 10 find a job-in Can:
ada, but if I ean't I will be
forted -io go 1o {he Uniled
States,” hie said last night,

The Government's decision is
v “colossal blow to Canadian
prestige. We will alwavs have 1o
rely on U.5. help, which I think
‘s bad,” he said, )

He said he had thoughi fthe
Governmeni would find work
for the thousands of persons
made jobless .by the. decision
before making 1ts announce-
T ment. )

Last . Nov:zmher. My, Zura-
Rowski was honored in.a cere-
{mony at Toronte City Hall
Mayeor Phillips ' presented him
with cuff-lnks.

o

Jobless

Duung the Second World
‘War, he was decorated with-ih
Polish “Virtuli Militari® {for
gallantiy in -action,
ihe RAF after Poland was in-
vaded, and destroyed six enemy
alrcraft

He nnran‘huted from out-of-\
control aireraft twice during the'
war.

In August, 1954 he paramhut-E
ed from a CE-100 while on al
fest flight over the Ajax area.
The navigator was killed in the
crash.

Before eoming to Canada, he’
was test pilot for the Gloster
Aircraft Co. in Britain,

His flying skill thrilled
thousands at airshows in Can-
ada and Britain.

The former squadron leader
had almost 4,000 flying hours
logged in some 60 types of air-
craft,

His. first. {hght was in 1935
his last in Qctober, 19538. He is’
a oaualified aeronautical engi-
neer. L

The. Zurakowskis and lh_eir
two ehildren, aged 6 and 7, live
in Etlohicake..
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He joined !



