
.:;·-. Man's dad shot the Arrow 
IAN ROBERTSON attending a media event. 

His dad, who died in 2002, 
Ken Gillies handles the 14 "never talked much about his 

--- mmn egaf1v'1ts w1fu·a- rever=--· work;' Ken Gillies said. 
·-eiice beffttirtg their trusted- After leaving schoo1 in 
- ·legacy. -·· --- • • - • Grade 10, his dad "walked 

., ·" -· Hfs fatfier took the into the Port Colborne 
rare photos of Cana- newspaper office one 
da's first CF-105 s:uper- day and they needed a 
sonic jet interceptor sports reporter:' 
- an Avro Arrow - He learned to han-
and its team almost 59 dle bulky film cameras 
years ago. and asked questions, 

Two-tmages show -· his son said. 
RL-201 collapsed after By the early 1960s, 
the_landinggearfailed KENGILLIES after freelancing, 
on 'fun e 11, 19 5 8, "Great plane" John Gillies became a 
despite pilot Jan Zura- . ·-Globe and Mail ho­
kowski's instruments showing to ra her,, covering spo-its 
them properly engaged. and other events, including 

With the undercarriage the comings and goings of 
repaired, the plane was flown political figures, such as then­
four months later. • prime minister John Diefen­

"lt was a great plane, welf~~)iakerinl963 . :tfi"e3.e!!f_fli'.s -
_ ahead of its time" Gillies, 54, Progressive Conservahves 

said. . ~ • were defeated, lar el over 
The Burlington civil engineer oun e Arrow ro am 

and technician doesn't know __ JlYf-~ _.;gi;_ earlier. ; . ,. )t* 
how John Gillies got to photo- Gillies later did media work 
graph the damaged Arrow, but for former Ontario premier 
other photos indicate he was Bill Davis and Queen Eliza- beth's 1970s royal tour. It has one of the scrapped 

Ken Gillies' son took fly- turbo-jet engines developed 
ing lessons, but "I ran out of~ .. locally for the Arrows, which 
money" andnevergotapilot's • reportedly only flew with 
licence. American engines. . 

He also considered selling Jr'J.'he Secgnd World "Y.!;l! ~ . 
the negatives in 2015 to cover_ bomber was built at !he Vic-~ 
some expenses but now hopes, • to Airer Iant, w • c ater • 

---~.Q!_Ovi~!'ints to an avia- became~Avro Canada§_ ase. :. 
__ !iQ!l_II_!useum, "asJpn as they__ M/+1,..'Tl>N - t) /'/1 lrR /I 

credifthem to dad:' . 
Carrying o-ri thei7°love of 

aircraft, he hopes 
some day 
to board ___ ,..,...__•.,.•"'•~..:Jtl~i:.r.::::,r. 
North 
merica's onl f.!yl,ng_ _ . 

~ - o as er a e a a -
This photo, made from the negative shown above, is believed _ gjJm Warp,li!g e~-~ -r{i:~ge 
to•s;~ow test pilot Wladyslaw 'Spud' Potocki outside a hangar. ~!!§.~ m Hamijto!Jc . .Jt:' 1: . -f. 

. . . _,, ·· ... 
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John Gillies took 
photos of an R_L-201 
Avro Arrow with a • 
collapsed lim(iing 
gear at Malton 
Airport in 1958 .. • 
Below, the Arrow 
in flight. 

Jobs and 
dreams 

died a!ong 
with Arrow 

For six years, taxpayers 
dreamed of our military get­
ting what some still believe 
was a top made-in-Canada 
fighter plane. Others consider 
the cancelled Arrow project a 
costly nightmare. 

AV. Roe Canada Ltd. devel­
oped the delta-wing aircraft at 
present-day Pearson Interna­
tional Airport. 

The Liberal government of 
Prime Minister Loms St. Lau-
rent gave the~reen light in 
1953 to equip e Royal Cana­
dian Air Force ",Vith intercep­
tors capable of challenging 
invading Soviet bombers. 

Five Arrows were ordered in 
'55 andthe $27-million budget 

soared to $260 million. 
The first one was shown 

publicly on Oct. 4, 1957. 
On March 25, 1958, chief 

.--~lot Janusz ZurakowSKi took" -
RL-201 on1tsma~-- __ t . .. 

T e CF-105 Arrow was a 

forefront of aviation en ·neer­
ing/~ t\1.e Canadia~ Avi,ation __ : • 

--~ -~ace'Miiseurri in ttawa 
n0tes. • 
~fidals in the capital, 

however, came to believe the 
Soviet bomber threat "was 
diminishing and air defence 
could be better handled by"i 
UTlffianned Bomarc missiles:' 1 

Theories per sist ab ou i;­
American power-brokers 
pressuring the feds. 

On "Black Friday" - Feb. 20, 
1959 - then- rime minister 

~ ohn Diefenbaker announced 
the dream's demise. • 

Everything was ordered 
scrapped, including turbo-jet 
engines designed by a Malton 
firm but never reportedly fit-

-. , !rd onto '.111 Arrow. +.-8ll LL 
~ ~ .,...._ ...... ,.. an14006'·01;iswer~ . 

·'b eliminated, but man of Avro' s 
soon-recruited aeros ace • 

___ ....,..._ip.Jl..er.s helped the new ... 
National Aeroriautics 

'°'and-S ace Admin.istra­
tion (NASAL 
and its U.S. 
contractors 

- aunch astro-
• nauts into s !!~:.. -~ 

__ A..,..t_th_e _museum, . 
e and 

- Ian Robertson 
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