
RISE AND FALL OF THE AVRO ARROW 

The killing of a 
great Canadian 
achievement 

By Lloyd Walton 
Paris of this story appear in Lloyd Walton's 
historio_graphY, Chasing the Muse: Canada. Lloyd is 
a multi-award-winning dircc:tor<inematographer, 
painter. and writer~ His book fs available everywhere. 

Black Friday, February 20, 
1959 - I remember it well. 
There was so,nething 
di fferent about my father 
when he came up the back 
steps and into the k itchen 
after work. 
Sault Ste. Marie_.. Ontario, back in the fiJties, was a 

bustling town with more than 40 se.aplanes operating 

out of the Ontario Provincial Air Service base. 

Whenever ,1 plane would fly over our house, my dad 

would drop whatever he was doing and run out to 

have a look and I'd be right behind him. 

He. subscribed to flight magazines, several or which 

had ~lowing stories of a new long.;range super-sonic 

Canadian interceptor being.built in Malton, Ontario 

by the Avro Aircraft Corporation. It was called the 

Arrow. 

The fi rst prototypes of the Arrow were exceedini; 

expectations in speed and performance with highly­
advanced reatures, and at the time was superior to 

any contemporary all-weather fighter. The Arrow put 

Caaada io the forefront of the aviallon world for the 

high standards of technological achievement and 

the development of Lhe Canadian aircraft Industry 

employing roughly 15,000 people. 

B~yond that, the engineers and designers from Avro 

had their sights on the moon. 

AN INSTANT HERO 
The Arrow's chief test pilot, Jan Zurakowskt, b.e<:ame 

an instant Canadian hero. They called him Zura. 

One evening there was an impromptu hush-hush 

VIP demo Oight arranged by Crawford Gordon Jr., 
president of Avro Aircraft. The VJP was Field Marshal 

Bernard Law Montgomery ("Mooty") of England. 
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