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0 N THE se\'enteenth day of this month, 
the "·ol'ld \\'ill pa.\· homage to Wilbur 
and On-ille \\" r ight, the t,,·o Americans 

through ,,·hose efforts the dream of centuri es 
past "· as fi nally rea li zed. On Kill De\'il Hill. 
K 01th Caro lina , the locale of the first success­
ful flight b.\· a r,o,,·erecl hea\'i er-than-air ma­
chine, no,,· stands a s lim p_\·lon of gTay granite, 
prnbing high into the same t imeless sk.\· that 
looked do\\'n on the beginn ing of the Age of 
Flight, 10.35 a .m., December 17, 190:1. On 
this monument is inscribed : "In 
commemoration of the conquest 
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,,·here they lived and conducted their early 
experiments . Mi llions of '"01·ds have alread.\· 
been \\Titten and spoken about the Wright 
Brot hers and the Golden Anni\'ersan of Po\\' ­
ered Flight. We can add li ttle and· indeed, it 
is ha rd].\· necessary. 

\Y e fee l that t he pi cture on th is page te lls 
the "·hole stor.,· . 1t is a pri nt of t he original 
photograph taken at t he moment the Kitty 
Ha,,·k became a irborne. O1'\'ille ,,·as at the 
contrn ls, ,,·hile Wilbur, at the right, had just 

released his steadying hold on 
the wingtip. The dal'I, area 

of the a ir by the brothers \Vil­
bu1· a nd On·ille Wright con­
cei\'ed by Geni us, ach ie\' ed by 
Da untless Re:;oluti on and Un­
conqu erable Faith." 
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Christmas be 

in the corner is ,,·h ere the orig­
inal glass-plate negati \' e ,,·as 
broken. Visible in the photo is 
the launch ing rail and the bench 
on \\'hi ch t he " ·ing rested before 
the take-off. The phenomen­
a lly short take-off run is a lso 
evident; in actual fact it was 
less than 40 feet. Be a picture 
wo.rth a thousand \\·ords here 

Wilbur and Onille V-hight 
are dead now; Wilbur cli ed in 
1912 at the age of 4G, Orville 
in l 94k at 77; they arc buried 
side u.,· s ide at l>a.,-to n, Ohio, 
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a merry one 
and n1ay you 

1'ind hnpJtiness 
in ihe 1'.,.e"· Year 

then is a volume. ' 


