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“A Hilarious Mood”

ast issue’s excerpts from The

Papers of Wilbur and Orville

Wright, Volume One, 1899-1905

(McGraw-Hill, 2001), recounted

the brothers’ completion of their
1902 glider. These excerpts describe
them working with the glider at Kill
Devil Hill, and succeeding with the
vertical tail and the rudder.

Wilbur Wright to George A. Spratt [a
fellow believer in manned flight], Kill
Devil Hills, September 16, 1902

It would be a pity to have your ideas of
camp life here based on your
experience of one year ago. First, we
have not seen a dozen mosquitoes in
the two weeks and a half we have been
here. Second, we fitted up our living
arrangements much more comfortably
than last year. Our kitchen is immensely
improved, and then we have made beds
on the second floor and now sleep aloft.
It is an improvement over cots. Our
new well goes down about ten feet
deeper than last year, and we now have
good water. We also have a bicycle
which runs much better over the sand
than we hoped, so that it only takes
about an hour to make the round trip to
Kitty Hawk instead of three hours as
before. We are having a splendid time.
The main thing though is the new
machine. We had it out making some
tests of its efficiency today and are very
much pleased with the results. If you
are really intending to build a large
machine you ought to see the three
machines at Kitty Hawk this year.

Orville Wright’s Diary B, September 19,
1902

Completed the rear vertical tail at 10:30.
After dinner took machine to small hill,
and after taking two pictures, flying it as
kite, began gliding. We are convinced
that the trouble with the 1901 machine is
overcome by the vertical tail.

Wilbur Wright to Octave Chanute,
September 23, 1902

We finished the day with a slight
catastrophe which will delay further
experiment for two or three days. My
brother after too brief practice with the
use of the front rudder tried to add the
use of the wing-twisting arrangement
also, with the result that, while he was
correcting a slight rise in one wing, he
completely forgot to attend to the front
rudder, and the machine reared up and
rose some 25 feet and sidled off and
struck the ground on one wing tip. We
hope to have repairs made in a few days.

Orville Wright's Diary B, September 23
The result was a heap of flying machine,
cloth, and sticks, with me in the center
without a bruise or a scratch. In spite of
this sad catastrophe we are in a hilarious
mood as a result of the encouraging

performance of the machine both in
control and in angles of flight. We have

come to the conclusion, that the cause

of the sudden rise of the front of the

machine is a result of the wind striking

on the underside of the front rudder

when the relative wind is from one side.
A few mosquitoes tonight.
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