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?roposal for production b~- Avr-c of U.S. inte rceptor aircraft 

1 . The Prime Minister said that a question 
would undoubtedly be asked about the press r eport that 
a proposal had been made to Ministers for the producti on 
by Avro of Republic Aircraft Corporation' s interceptor , 
t he FlO5D Thunderchi ef . The report indi cate'' that this 
aircraft ·.sas b-~i ng considered for the re-equip:nent of 
the air division in Surope . 

2 . Duri n;i; the discussion it ,ias pointed out 
that an ans1·1er which left the slightest implicati on that a 
proposal along t hese lines was bei ng at all seriousl y 
considered would be very dangerous . Several other 
companies had made proposals for production of aircraf't 
i n Canada but no decis i ons had been reached , and none 
could be taken u.nti l all the relevant data had been collected . 
All that could be said was that the proposal 1-,as being 
c~nsi dered 1n relati on to a possi ble R.C .A. P . requ1rement, 

3 - The Cabinet noted the renort and the 
discuss i on on the likeli hood of a question in Parliament 
concerni ng a proposal tha t Avro m~ght produce , under licence , 
Republi c Aircraft Corporation's interceptor, the FlO5D 
Thunderchief . 

Unemployment figures 

4 . The Minister of La bour reported that the 
Domini on Bureau of Statistics figure for persons wi thout 
jobs and seeking ,,,erk for the third week i n Apr i l would be 
publi shed next week and would show a recluct i on of 80 , 000 
frorr. the previous month. This would be 7-3 p,e r cent of the 
labour force as compar0d with 8 .6 per cent for the same 
month last year . The 101-1 figure for the present year 
would probably be 1n the neighborhood of 250 , 000 . The 
large drop !'rom March to April was encouraging . 

5. The Cabinet noted the report of the Minister 
of Labour on the unemployment f i gures f or Apr i l to be 
published 1n a f'ew days time . 

National Energy Bill 
· (Previous ref'erence April 30) 

6. The Prime Minister said that , in view of the 
urgency of proceeding with the government's legislat i on 
programme in t he House , a decision had to be r eached 
now as to 1°1hether the Nat i onal Energy Bill should require 
the l icensing of exports and i mports of oil , or whether 
i t should be left , as i t was presently drafted , that thi s 
requirement could be brought into effect by proclamat i on . 

7 _ During the discussion it was argu@d 
that i t would be preferable to have the bill require 
licensi ng and thus avoid the necessity of taking another major 
dec ision a t some time in the future . The Energy Board 
might dec i de to be relatively mild i n i ts attitude towards 
exports a nd imports . Against this, it was pointed out that 




