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James Charles Floyd
James C. Floyd commented "I feel for the youngsters. In our day you could get on with the job and not worry

about going over the precipice." Those hardly sound like the words of a man who has known overwhelming
disappointment in "getting on with the job," yet they capture the spirit of the man who designed the C-102 Avro
Jetliner which the New York press claimed "licks anything of ours" was Vice-President of Engineering for Avro
Aircraft when it was building the CF-105 (Avro Arrow), and ended up consulting on production of the Anglo-
French Concorde.

James C. Floyd, P.Eng., epitomizes the cheery "mustn't grumble" attitude of his native Manchester, yet he's a
proud Canadian, who retired to this country after spending20 years working in Britain following cancellation of
the Arrow and the crumbling of A.V. Roe Canada. His concern for "the youngsters" has led him on a concerted
campaign to set the history books straight ifpossible, and if not, well, he's written one of his own. He helped to set
up the Aerospace Heritage Foundation of Canada which aims to build a full scale replica of the Arrow and other
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From the President

In this issue May-June, of Pre-Flight, starts a series of articles as the

Aerospace Heritage Foundation of Canadapays tribute and salutes ourPast (and

first) Patron, James C. Floyd. This first edition will be questions and answers

posed to Jim shortly after the cancellation of the Arrow. In this interview with
Engineering Dimensions' editor Margaret McCaffery. Jim's relives those days

at Malton and his answers are very informative. I am looking forward to future

Pre-Flights to see what other information Jim can provide us with.

Frawk t*aWeg

Continued from page 1...

Canadian a:r.craft. for permanent exhibit. Currently this task was taken

on by the Toronto Aerospace Museum (ryw catlg{ the CanadianAil l4d
Space Museum) and now has a full scale museum quality replica of the

Avro CF-105 Avro Arrow.

What does someone who was responsible for the design of the Avro
Arrow think about the criticisms of its abilities? Jim Floyd and other

Avro engineers have expressed themselves eloquently to the publishers

of Professor Morton's books, but he sees this kind of misinformation as

part of a larger picture:

"High technology is, by its very nature, difficult for the layman or
voter to adequately assess, and its worttr and impact can only be

fully appreciated, even by those who have to ensure its survival, if
it is properly and comprehensively presented. In the past, Canadian

engineers have tended to adopt a low profile in the political arena and

have rarely been consulted about the long-term effects of the decisions

made by the 'captains of industry' or their political counterparts. As an

example, I firmly believe that had Mr. Howe been exposed to a proper

and full-scale engineering briefing on the C- 1 02 Avro Jetliner proj ect, he

would not have made the utterly erroneous statements about the alleged

technical shortcomings of the aircraft, which must have influenced his

decision to abandon the project and which later caused him considerable

embarrassment, even within his own parly."'

Although he refers to himself (with a twinkle in his eye) as 'Just a poor
engineer" who doesn't know anything about politics, he was embroiled
in the Cold War politics of the late 1950s by his involvement with the

Arrow. In this interview with Engineering Dimensions'editor Margaret

McCaffery he relives those days at Malton.

ED: Why do you think Prime Minister John Diefenbaker cancelled

the Arrow?

FLOYD: Diefenbaker had the worst advice possible. His main advice

came from General Pearkes, who was a brave old soldier, but he didn't
know anything about airplanes at all. He'd been hoodwinked by a visit
to the United States where he was told that airplanes are out and missiles
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