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9 . '£he Cabinet agreed ,ha\; the Prime 
Minister should»-ta,;e·-1nthe :louse of Commons •,hat 
day that, hav~.ng e ;.;am1nec;i the docume:1t published by 
the Sperry and H1.:tch!.nso1; Co . of Cano.de Ltd . and 
bearing the '}oat. or a:i:-ms of Canada, he 1·1as satisfied 
that no violation of' th,;, pri·1ilege of t he House was 
involved, and t'1erefore that t he Pr esident of that 
Company ahould not be ordered to appear before the 
House . 

National Memorial Building_ and Cenoti!}h 
• ( Prev:!.ous reference SepE"":- 17:-I'959 • 

10. The Minister of Veterans ' Affairs 
recalled that, 'iast year, t he Cabinet hacl postpcined 
decision on his proposals for a National Memorial 
Building and Cenotaph pending the re~eipt of comments 
from the Design Committee o f the National Capital 
Commission on the p'.L·oposed new :,t~·,:ci;~res and on the 
ground layout. In December 19~9, ~he NationaJ Capital 
Conunissio:1 had reported t.o the Cabinet by means of a 
resolution in which, among other rec,ommendations, 
they had urged t.hat the Memorl.e.l Building be .located 
on Pine Hill ir> Rncl·:cliffe Park and the Cenotaph on 
Nepean Point . If ~he original site were to be retained, 
the Commission r e·; ominended certain modi!'ications to the 
proposals. 

The Minister did not agree that the Memorial 
Building be locat.ed separate).y from the Cenotaph, and 
r egarded che P1ne Hi:!.l &i te at completely unsuitable. 
He recommended, with the concur·ce!"ce of the Mi:1ister 
of Public Works, t hat b<.>th the Duild1ng and the Cenotaph 
be located on Nepea,: Point. 

An er.planatory memo::-andum haf. been circulated , 
(Secr etary's inemorandum, Feb . 11 - Cab . I:'oc . 1111/60) . 

11 . The Cabinet - - · 
(a) reaffirmed it,s dect3ion of No•rember 21st , 

1957, that both a National ~iemorial Building and 
a Cenotaph be bui:tt on Nepean Point , O<;tai·1a; and 

( b ) agre~d that the Minister of Public 
Worl~s shouJ.d :;,roceed with plans f or the Cer.otaph 
and Memorial :Sui lding, i;ak1ng i~,to account modi­
ficatio:is :-eccmmenclerl by ~he National Cap::.tal 
CommlsFi <.>r. !n :.•ega:.d both tn the site plan and 
the desigr • . 

12. The Minister of National Defence 
r eported that, ,iFiII'e·1n Pari 3 during the previous week, 
he had dJ S<.:ussed 1·1ith SH.i\PE h.,a<.\quai:-ters t he d~.sposal 
of surplus Sabre ,4arl< 5A Jet i.,.rcraf'.. with Orenda engines . 
He had been assured verbally that n01~e of the ~I. A . T . 0. 
countries had a use for the:;e aircraft, a:,d subsequently 
he had received a cable from General Nors1;ad confirming 
this and the advice to the same effect i ssued by SHAPE 
in 1958. The engines ,,,ere non -s~a!ldard, and therefore 
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Turkey would not be interested in acquiring the air­
c11 aft . They wey•e c.:selcss fo-;:o -::ommerc1al purposes: 
and ,eou.1d be of' c.nt.erest only to a country engaged 
in or contemp1.a'sing a ·,,ar agains t. a poorly- anned 
opponent.. 

13 . The Minister o f Jefence Production 
recallecl that c·r-0'.m Assets Disposal 1.,orporat1on had 
received several o:· rers from firmc in Canada and the 
U. S . to purchase t-he aircraft, and \-lithin the past 
fe1..- ,lays an additional offer had been· made by a 
pr:i. vate firm in FI"ance. He re-::omme:'lded that all 
usabJ.e equipment be taken from the a:!.::-cro>ft hy the 
De;,artment of tlat.1onal Defence and that they be then 
sold for· scrapping purposes only. 

14 . J?uding _the di scussiofl the following 
points were ra~se =-

( ~.) The suggestion l1a6. teen made that the 
aircraft :ie -retalned in s\;orage for a time, and 
possibly sold at a lat.er date. This, l'lowever, 
would me:r,e'.l.y ::.nvol ve the pa!•ment of added storage 
costs during a period when tlle u:,efulness of the 
aircraft wo-ild not be inc reasing . 

( b ) 'rec,hnical schools had no :·,eed for t,his 
kind of a~rcraft. 

'. ,z: Son:e said that , as the U.S . was selling 
weapo:1s to the highes<; bicuer, Canad.:, should 
consider fo:Uo·-<ing su1. t. r a tJ· er til;;,.n to waste the 
money r .ap,resentecl. by these a::.rcraft . ·J'hey might 
be sold to a r.our..try whl.ch wa::i :1ot e;,pe::ted to 
go to wa::' ~mme<\iately i;hareafter. Others said 
t:,at ,. in view of. the go.-e:-nment' s poJ.icy of not 
selling weapons co co·mtr:ies iH inflamed areas, 
these planets shol1:i.d be sole. 1·01' scrap . There was 
no way of' l<nOlling in adv,rnce whether or noi; a 
country seek.1.ng to buy them was ir,tending to go 
to war. If sold to any f t rm or count::-y , they 
would fine. chcir way dl.rec1;ly or indirectly to 
a cour, t;ry :·1ant,ing them as weapon", be-:>ause they 
had no cominercial value. 

(d ) 'i.'here was a danger o f great profits 
being made from the purchase o f ::hese .aircraft 
and thel,r eventual >'a~e to Cuba, anJ this 
opp<.>rtur.1.ty wou!d gi. ve ri :,e to incentives for 
alJ. lcinds o i: duhions crannacti-~ns. 

( e) ·£he ten aircrc>.fi; declared surplus at 
this tlme \'/ere only part of. ;;. p~ogramrae contem­
plating t::he disposal of.' some 94 ah•craft , with a 
total vai•le of perhaps $ ) •A milj.ion . 

15. •rhe Cabinost .c,.gree6. to give further 
consideration tol;iie dispcieaJ. of tmrplus Sabre Mark 5A 
Jet Aircraft a'o another meetJ.ng ,,hen the views of the 
Prime Minister and the Secretary of Stai;e f 'or External 
Affairs might be ascerta~ned. 




