~ AUGUST,

— . - - - Sp—
B e e

COMMERCIAL
MILITARY CIVIL

- VOLUME 21

TORONTO, CANADA, AUGUST,

1948 (2 RAH f_j//\!'/u./ Nty 726 A

1948

63

CANADIAN
AVIATION

No. 8

' CP Air Lines To Fly Pacific Routes

Dominion Govi. Grants Canadian Pacific
Airline Routes to Australia and Asia

USE OF CANADAIR FOURS INDICATED

Canadian Pacific Air Lines

.has been designated by the

Canadian Government to op-
erate two ftrans-Pacific air

services to Australia and
Asia.
Canadian terminal ot‘ both

routes will be Vancouver.
One will go via Honolulu and
Fiji to Australia and New
Zealand. The Asiatic route
will touch at Anchorage,
Alaska, and thence via the
Aleutians to Shanghai and
Hong Kong. Eventual exten-
sion of this line to India is
contemplated.

Transport Minister Chev-
rier, in announcing this de-
cision. pointed out that the
CPR already had an exten-
sive network of communica-
tions and agencies in the Pa-
cific. region which . would
make it possible to embark
on the project with a mini-
mum of supplementary costs.

This will be the first in-
ternational service awarded
to a private company in Can-
ada. It follows previous de-
clarations that these services
were to be operated by TCA.

The Government admitted
its previous intention to des-
ignate Trans-Canada Air
Lines as the Canadian com-
pany to operate the Pacific
line under the 1946 agree-
ment with Australia. How-
ever, it was stated that TCA
already had sufficient bur-
dens in the operation of iis
domestic, South American
and Atlantic services.

The Government has not
vet completed negotiations
for landing and traffic rights
with the countries touched
on these rouies, but the min-
ister said that these were go-
ing forward.

Mr. Chevrier emphasized in
his statement that no federal
subsidy will be provided.

The announcement indi-
cated the possibility of an
order being placed with
Canadair in Montreal for

Grant W. McConachie

President of
Canadian Pacific Air Lines.

Canadair Fours to be used
on the new routes.

CPA at present has only
twin-engined aireraft for use
on internal runs and thus
will need four-engined equip-
ment to fly the Pacific. The
dollar shortage would prob-
ably preclude purchase in
the United States.

‘BOAC PURCHASES
CANADAIR FOURS

Canadian Liner Approved for British Routes

The British Government has
approved the purchase of
Canadair Fours for use on
British-owned airlines.

The Cabinet sub-commit-
tee recommended that 22 of
the Canadian-built aircraft be
bought for British Overseas
Airways. This is a compro-
mise figure reached after the
sub-committee failed to come
to a unanimous decision on
BOAC’s srequest for suffici-
ent dollars to buy 40 Canadair
Fours.

A report from Canadair’s
Montreal plant states that the
first aircraft will be deliv-
ered to BOAC in eight to
nine months, and it was in-
dicated that there will be no
major changes in the design
or construction of the air-
craft.

It is expected that the com-
plete order for 22 machines
will be filled within 18
months and that a peak em-
ployment of 10,000 will be
reached. On a basis of ap-
proximately $700,000 per air-
craft the BOAC order would
involve a ‘British expendi-
ture of about $15.400,000.

Chief attractions of the
Canadair Four, as compared

The first trans-Atlantic
flight by jet airecraft was ac-
complished recently by six
RAF Vampire fighters. Start-
ing from Britain, the six jets
made stops at Iceland, Green-
land, Goose Bay, Mont Joli
and St. Hubert before ar-
riving at their destination at
the RCAF Station, Trenton,

Ontario.

RAF Vampires Fly Atlantic

Accompanied by three
Mosquitoes, that were re-
sponsible for the navigation
duties, the Vampires made the
flight at 30,000 ft. Most of
the journey was over cloud.
Three Avro Yorks followed
the history-making jets car-
rying ground crews and spare
parts.

(Continued on page 64)

with competitive American
aircraft, are that they are
equipped with British-made
Rolls-Royce Merlin engines
and can be obtained on a
pay-as-you-earn basis.

The Government decided by
a majority that the Mont-
real built machines are the
most efficient and available
candidates, despite criticism
frim PBritish aircraft manu-
facturers. As a result, the
“Fly British” policy suffered
another setback.

However, the British Gov-
ernment has made it clear
that the purchase of the
Canadian-built aireraft is a
short-term policy designed to
bridge the gap in British pro-
duction of suitable passen-
ger-carrying types. On a long
term view, the Government
is anxious to ensure that
British-built aircraft. are
used.

Mainly affected by the de-
cision to buy the Canadian
aircraft is Avro—builders of
the Tudor, which was de-
signed  for long-distance,
British-operated routes. Tu-
dors are unacceptable to
BOAC bhecause the company
claims they are uneconomic.
BOAC officials state that they
cannot continue to operate a
fully efficient service with
such aireraft.

The Canadair Four s
powered by four Rolls-Royce
Mark 624 engines which give
it a maximum cruising speed
of 333 mph at critical altitude.
Its pressurized cabin accom-
modates 40 passengers and 2
crew of five when fitted
with “day’ seats. Slecpers and
sleeperettes are optional.
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