
· By Arthur Macdonald 

I N A well-organized demonstration 
a t Rockcliffe Airport. th t' RCAF took 

t he wrap~ off its three lat est aircraft: 
th e dt' Ha,·illand Yampirc III; the 
Canaclair l'\orth Star (cargo version); 
and the Sikorsk~· S-51 helicopter. The 
new machines went through their 
paces before a la rge gallery of high­
ranking military and government 
officia~. foreign air attaches and rep­
resentatives of the aviation industry. 

Although none of the new types 
could possibly be considered "secret" 
or "restricted," the demonstration cre­
ated widespread interest because it 
gave many outside of the Service their 
first opportunity of examining all 
three at close range. 

Despite a tough break from the 
weatherman, the Rockcliffe show went 
off almost a.£ planned. As expected, 
two Vampire.£ (flown by de Hav·s 
Russ. Bannock and RCAF S /Ldr. 
"Bill" F oster) stole the show. Flying 
through lightly falling snow, with 
visibil ity almost -.nil and tempera ture 
near zero, the tiny fighters made low­
level passes over the fi eld at 500 mph. 
and impressed onlookers with their 
handling qualities. But a.£ far as most 
observers were concerned the Vam­
pire's outstanding virtue was its abil ­
ity to get into the air only a few 
minutes after being wheeled out of 
the hangar. This performance seemed 
to dispel many doubts as to the jet­
engine's cold weather capabilities. 

High point of the helicopter demon ­
stration was reached when the rotary­
winged craft convincingly displayed 
its aiT-re.£cue possibilities. Piloted by 
F / O ·S . E. M. Milliken, the S-51 de­
scended to within a few fee t of th e 
ground and picked up _an airman from 
a four-foot-square stand in front of 
the hangar. After ci rcling the field , 
it hovered at 50 ft. altitude an d r e­
turned the airman to his tiny perch 
by lowering him on a winch-controlled 
steel cable. Th e winch, mounted above 
and slightly behind the cockpit, is 
standard equipment on RCAF search 
and resc4e helicopters. 

One of these machines, operating 
out of Greenwood, N.S. , has already 
been used in several east coast mercy 
flighu.. 

A• SEQUEL to the RCAF show was 
p rn\'id ecl by Babb Co. ( Canuch, ) 

Ltd .. w hic:h , on t he f<,Jlr,w i11g d ;,~-. 
brou gh t ;, jf'I -assisted Can!,o from 
M o n t ie<,! fr,1 d1.; J: ~ :J : }!r, 1 ·!: c-] 1 !ft . (J !.!· 

oft, ~-hl j •!r1 1•n1 ,1: 1, · 1 lr-, i ! (, : : !1t :\ '., 11-

tinian Na,·y , the Canrn performed 
before members of parHament, mili­
tary officials and representatives of 
the Argentine Embassy. Probably the 
most interested spectators were pilots 
of the RCN Naval Air Division (who 
might be the first to use the "jet­
assist': technique if it were adopted 
by the Canadian armed forces). 

To provide additional thrust for 
takeoff, the converted Canrnes are 
equipped with two JATO units 
mounted one on each side of the hull 
about half way do'wn. (Aircraft 
we ighing more than 34,000 lb. require 
fo ur or eight units.) Manufactured by 
Aero-Jet Engineering Corp. of Azusa, 
lJ .S.A. , they are similar to those used 
by the U. S. Navy and Marine Corps 
during the war. Each uni t burns for 
17 seconds and produces sufficient 
thrust in that ti me to get a slow ma­
chine like the Canso off the ground 
with a r un of abo ut 100 ~- ards. 

The first demonstration flight wa.£ 
made by ex-U. S . Marine "Bill'' Gore , 
now with Aero-Jet. On the takeoff 
Bill opened the throttles fully and 
fired the jet cartridges almost simul­
taneously . Streaming twin plumes of 
white smoke, the Canso gathered 
speed quickly as it moved down the 
runway. After a remarkably short 
run, the nose was pulled up and the 
aircraft was at 200 ft . and leveled off 
by the time the jets were burned out. 
Further takeoffs, equally as impre.£­
sive as the first, were made with 
Argentine Nuvy pilots at the controls. 

T h<: JATO inst;;ll ,, tion is surp ris­
ingl y s implt:. J <·l ur:i t, are carried in 
; , ~ 1 :.: ,~i h":1•·~: , ~ v:< ·l c.:c·d to the: :i ir -
1: ;, :, ,, :. ,.•I n r, , ) •< ,·. :.! «i: craft mvclifi-
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catio JS are required. Each installa­
tion costs $125 and, after being UEed, 
the jet cartridges can be recharged 
for $30 apiece. 

EVER since Reconstruction Minister, 
C. D. Howe moved to Trade and 

Commerce to supen·ise the Gov€rn­
ment's emergency dollar-exchange 
program. the parliamentary status of 
civil aviation has been poorly defined. 
Mr. Howe has held the aviahon port­
folio since before the war, taking it 
with him from Transport to Muni­
tions and Supply and finally to the 
Dept. of Reconstruction. But with his 
latest move, it was expected that civil 
aviation would shortly return to its 
logical status under the Minister of 
Transport. 

T o date, the only official indication 
of when such a .£witch might take 
place was contained in the Prime 
Minister 's st atement of Jan. 24. Re­
duced to its simplest terms, the state­
ment reveals that ci,·il aviation will 
l'eturn to Transport only when the 
Dept. of Reconstruction is officially 
closed. 

At present, there is no Minister of 
Reconstruction. But there i.£ a deputy­
minister: Commander C. P. Edwards, 
who transferred from Tra,\sport when 
Mr. Howe moved to Trade and Com­
merce. It is ur 'i.erstood that Com­
mander Edwards riow gives •particular 
attention to civ il aviation and reports 
directly to Mr. H owe. 

The n ewly appointed deputy min­
ister of transport is J. C. Lessard, 
former director of t ransport econo­
mics. When R econstruction folds up 
he will be joined by C. P. Edward£ 
who. as associate deputy, will con­
t inue to give most of his time to civil 
aviation and will report to t he Minis­
ter of Transport. When will this final 
switch take place? No one seems to 
know exactly , but i:iformed guessers 
say sometime near th e end of 1948. 

;\ S THIS is written. the Govern­
£\. ment's important Bill 3 is h aving . 
a tough time getting through iu. sec- . 
ond reading in the House of Com­
mons. This bill, which outlines regu~ 
lations governing the imports of goods 
(including aircraft and parts) from 
the U. S. A., is being studied care­
fully in committee and many changes 
are being made. 

It will be recalled that Bill 3 was 
to become law "sometime around Feb. 
l." But with parliament carefully; 
scrut ini zi ng every :t<:m a nd a thir 
n :ading still to con,l , it \\·ill p rub,,blY 
ht· rnirl-M; , rC"h lw'., ,·, :he bil l i, (j ff i­
ci,d :y p: rJc L: iJn i c·d . 




