
The Straight Goods
The garne of questions and answers

is a popular one all over the world. No
less than any other person, the editors
of ilircraf t and ilirporr like to piay it.
Recentlv these self-same editors had a

srnashing session via the mails with
one Hon. Brooke Claxton, i\linister of
National f)e fence.

The garne started off with tlircraf t
and ,7 i r port asking ivfr. Claxton if it
tvAS true that in the interests of stan-

dardization the Department of Nation-
al De fence intends to place no f urther
orders for British rnade aircraft. To this
i\lr. Claxton replied:

t A Cornmon Victory
"During the last tver it becatne ob-

vious that if Canacla wAS to contribtrte
her share to the common t'ictorv, she

could not depend on o\ierseAs sources

of suppiy for aircratt. You are familirr
with the almost complete breakdown of
supplv lines from overseas in 1940, and
the buildirrg of the Canadian aircraft
industry. Our policy has not changed,

and as far as possible it is intended that
North Americen sources of supply. and

in particular the Canadian aircraft in-
dus[ry, wiil be encouraged.

"standar<iization oi Canadian inclus-

triai practice is essential, If British t)'pe

aircraft is built in Canada a consider-

abie amount of re-engineering is neces-

sarv. This is an expensive process, fl.s

drar,vings, screrv threads, gauges of ma-

terial, shop practices, and many other
things must be changed. The result is

that the aircraft becomes an orphan,
requiring to a considerable degree sep-

arate lines of supply.

A British Typ"
"This does not mean that there r.vill

be no more orders for British-n-rade air-
crrritt. It ir is [oun.l that i,r British tvpe

nreets a reqr-rirerrent, the British type

rvouid not be discarded. The purchase
of the Vampires is a good exarnple o[
this point. as et the tirne they were
ordered we haci no othe r sou rce opcn
to us."

,lirc'ruf t antl -lirporl next wante(i to
know what role the Vampire \,ves to
plev in relation to the North :\merican
Ir-86 Saber..\nd lvfr. Claxton answer-
ed thusly:

"The Vampire will continue in its

operational role as a fighter aircraft'
Regardless of the type to take its piace,

the Mark 3 will, of course, have to be

replaced at some [ime."
It was Aircraft and /1irp,u't's turn

again and the editors asked the De-

fence Minister if drop tanks for the
Vampires had been orde red. This
brought forth the terse reply that:
"Drop tanks for the Varnpires har,e
been ordered."

On being queried as to w,hat provi-
sion had been inade for the o'n,erhaul of
the de Havilland Goblins with which
the Vampires are powered-and of the
Vampire airframes. .tr'[r. Ciaxton had
nothi ng more to say tha n (( Ar-

r ot'r't1llcttt,l. \,, ,iclisitrtl is I)(,'5silrlc ;tl'

thc []rcsct)t Iitnc ;t.l Io tlrc lll;lllrtl':tctttrq:

r.,tt the cttgittc irt (l;rrllt,llt, nor ;ls trl [x)s-

siblc rcplaccmcnt oi thc f"(;- I9(l bv

another type."

Two Actions
Two actions, se ekirrg arl-lou nts to';el-

ling over $I,'l(J(1,0()0 and orders restntin-

ing wh:lt is termed "further violation

of agreement.s", have been instituteti
by Douglas ;\ircraf't against (lanadair

Lir-nitecl.

Two Bits Worth

Getting its t',vo-bits r,vclrt[r i n fi rst,

Douglas issued a lengthv press reiease

on the salxe Cry as the action lves in-

stituted. This enabied the newspapers

to print an account of the i nstituting
of the actions almost at the same time

as they we re being instituted; it also

made it in-rpossible for Canadair to

comrnent on the actions before press

J EI G EN: The most recent releose on ihe Avro Chinook {o bove )it develops 2,600 pounds of sfotic thrust of 10, l0O rpm of seo level
For climbing it devglops 2,100r pounds of stotic thrust of 9,800 rpm
At cruising if develops 1,900 pounds siotic thrust of 9,500 rpm
Weight is 1,250 pounds; length, 125.1 inches; frontol oreo, 5.5
diometer, 32 inches.
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rangerne nts have been made for over-
haul of Varnpire airframes and GobJin
engines in Canada."

^ !ircrut't und ,'lirport's last quesriou
askecl if present negotiations for manir-
lacture oi the F-86 in Canada referred
ro airframes only, or did they also
ernbrace the General Electric TG- l gt)

rvith r,vhich the aircraft is por,vered i,
its present form... and if there was
il possibility that sorle other ensi'e
,right be used in the carurclian versio'.
And here's what IvIr. Clexton saitl:

"ir{egotiations for n-rantrlactu re oI tht:
F-86A in Canada har,e nor yer bee rr

time"
Frorn the Dougias side of the ient':e,

the story reacls like this: "The first
rrctior-r is l.-,esetl upon the conterrticrr
that (}rnadair r,iolaterl the provisions
o[ 11 contract originally n'rade betr.veen
the Ca naci ia n govemure nt a nd the
Douglas conl penv unc{ sr-rbseqr-rentlv

essigned b1, the former to Canadair
Limitecl.

Three Hundred Thousondi

" In tlrrrt action, in rvhic'lr clamuges
in the runorlut o[ $300.0(X) ;rre claimec1,
it is allesecl ttrrrt Canacllir violrrrecl pro-
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