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that a demonstration nuclear-power station, known as the NPD, -

should be designed and constructed using the technology
pioneered in the NRX reactor. Howe approved the recommenda-
tion on condition that the program provide for the participation
of one or more of the Canadian power utilities. Ontario Hydro
became a partner in the project and this was the beginning of its
extensive commitment to nuclear power. Howe and Leslie Frost
broke the sod for the NPD power station in 1956. By the time the
station came into operation Howe had long since passed from
the scene, but atomic €nergy was to be a lasting and far-sighted
bequest to the nation. The Candu reactor, the successor to the
NPD, proved to be one of the world’s most successful and
economic nuclear-power stations. The development of large
uranium resources not only guaranteed that Canada would have
sufficient uranium to meet its foreseeable domestic re-
quirements, but also that it would have a substantial surplus
which could be sold in export markets.

While nuclear technology promised results, another branch
of Canadian technology was giving trouble. Canada’s aircraft
business was apparently prospering. The contracts ggggensea By
the Department ol Defenc oduction ensured that it wou

%mmm

€ eveén more pros ,

cerned, the Canadian-designed and produced CF-100 fighters
rolling off A. V. Roe’s production line at Malton were a signal
of Canada’s industrial PTOWess. Only a few officials had 3 5& -
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l_eimea,' as well as SIOW 'a"‘n?'de o/l cted
with the production of the CF-100 even ¢ used Howe to dispatc
one of his Defence Production officials, Crawford Gordon, to
mﬂm_f;ﬂm Suldnar

alton to see 1f he could Straighten out the mess.
instead of a solution, t avy-arin 1Ing Gordon became in
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e problem would soonmrse. Production of the CF-100
was past worrying about: its principal costs were already spent.
But the next generation of fighter aircraft posed another, more
expensive problem. The airforce wanted a supersonic jet in-
terceptor; A. V. Rommmm%mEHe
WW

Howe could not bear to contemplate another five years of
A. V. : wiord Gordon, and trouble: MUust say, he

h S
’ y
am frightenied Tor the Tirst time in my delence production ex-
perience.”’ He had no confidence in the AV Roe Company,
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either in it € t or in its ability to stay within agreed
costs. If the airforce had to have a new supersonic fighter, !et
the government contract the work ‘‘toa British firm which has
the personnel, equipment and experience that gualifj

O Work orf this Kind. It went without saying that such work
would be perform Or a fraction ot the cost’”’ of A. V. Roe’s
product.”™

But Claxton did not agree. Placing a higher (as it turned out,

much higher) value on Canadian technology than did Howe,
m%ﬁ%@mmmmo
had once promised ro-aelver gold-plated pianos 1 the military
eriodiC, embarrass por 0 the Ho of :
Howe’s attitude F-105 was anything but
Tighthearted. ‘I can now say,”’ he told the House of Commons.

T Jume 1955, ““that we have staried on a program of develop-
Mment that oives me the snudders.’ As the cost of the CE-TUD

climbed from 1.3 or 32 million per aircraft to ible S8
million, Howe’s snudders trcreased. Attem ell the CF-105
to ericans an Sh were unavailing; both Canada’s

wa t € cabinet’s Defence Com-
ittee bowed 10 [he—oObvious: the Arrow would be
cancelled —arter the next election.™

But problems could normally be mastered by analysis, fol-
lowed by firm decisions. If something had to be put off for the
morrow, it would nonetheless ultimately be solved: there were
limitless possibilities, unlimited opportunities and, as the phrase
went, an ever-expanding economy. What was impossible today
(too soon, too expensive) would not be so tomorrow. [t might
require a little direction from the top, but Howe was in a good
position to provide that direction, prodding businessmen here,
advising them there, handing out incentives where they were
most needed. The trend was most definitely up.

Howe did not produce his economic auguries by himself. He
relied, as always, on an expert staff to advise him, and to handle
routine matters that might distract his attention to unimportant
things. Mackintosh, his reconstruction adviser, went back to
Queen’s University in 1946, and was replaced by Sandy Skelton,
his brilliant protégé. Skelton became assistant deputy minister
of trade and commerce, and died tragically in an accident at sea.
It was a sad loss. Skelton, many of his friends agreed, showed a
better mind drunk than most of the dismal profession did sober.
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and movers of the Canadian business world. V. W. Scully, for
example, who ran Victory Aircraft for Howe during the war,
had gone to the Steel Company of Canada on his boss’ recom-
mendation and had just been made chief executive officer;
Douglas Ambridge, who had built Polymer for Howe and then
worked on wartime merchant shipping, was now head of the
giant Abitibi Pulp and Paper Company; Max Mackenzie,
Howe’s former deputy at Trade and Commerce, was with
Chemcell in Montreal; Mitchell Sharp worked for Henry
Borden, chairman of Brazilian Traction; T. N. Beaupré was
soon to be president of Domtar, and Bill Bennett of Iron Ore of
Canada; there was Eric Phillips and Eddie Taylor of Argus Cor-
poration; and the list was still expanding.

Howe even saw some of his business friends on Sundays.
Alice had managed to get him out to church regularly for the
first time in their married life. An Episcopalian by conviction,
she had joined the Church of England in Canada, and belonged
to a high church parish in Ottawa; she was now a pillar of the
cathedral parish of the Anglican Diocese of Montreal. Clarence,
hitherto unconfirmed, late in 1957 had knelt to receive the Holy
Ghost at the hands of the Lord Bishop of Ottawa - pleasing
Alice was now well worth a mass - but he was reluctant to ven-
ture further. When he saw some of his old friends in the
cathedral, however, he changed his Sunday habits. ‘“This is my
kind of church,’” he remarked enthusiastically.*

Howe lunched regularly at the Mount Royal Club, when not
dashing off by TCA to a board Meeting in 1oronto or van-
couver. He enjoyed llstemng to the mounting ¢horus of mutter-
1ng and grumBhng against the follies“and dutrages 6f Prime
“Minister Diefenbaker, pamcufarfS" front those who Had raised”
money for the Conservatxve party in the 1958 elections. Twell,”
"H"owe commented‘ Toudly and cheerfully; *“T"didn’t vote “for
“him,”

~ But when the Prime Minister got himself into political trouble
in February 1959 by cancellmg the expenswe AVIo ArTow pro-
gram and throwing thousands of highly skilled Canadians out.
OTworkHowe refused fo join the cri 1cﬁ'“ﬁofﬁém¢
Dlefcmmmr*Tﬁe were limits_to
government spending “and “there” wouI'd"b‘é"’"o mternatlonal
market for the ; pIane ‘however’ magmf'cent it was. A couple of
Thonths earlier, Howe had the satisfaction of hearing that His
greatest single project was complete. In a blinding sleet storm
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