
Fleet ls Back
When Fleet Manuiecturing and Air-

craft Limited dropped the "Aircraft"
f rorr its ttrtue, ancl became simply

"Fleet Manufacturirrg Limited", it was

generally accepted that Fleet had aban-

io,l",l "ir.r"it 
tnanufacturing ior good'

Sourecl by the iailure oi the predicted

postwar personal plane rl-rlrket to lrla-

ierialize, the Cor.r.rpar.ry reorganized its

facilities to uake buses, aluminun-t

screen-storln rvindorvs, ancl other sun-

dry products. This kcpt the firn-r busy

untii such tittle as t-t-raterials shortages

startecl to pir-rch output seriously'

But Preiident (ieorge Chrke looked

over the Fort Erie, Onttrrio, plant and

clecided that if it had played such an

in'rportant part ir-r World War II air-

.."it 1r.odu.-tion, it could easily do the

sat-ue job in the present defence build-

up. He and his lrren went out rlttcr

o..le.r-th"y got the t't-r, too' Recently

Fleet revealed that it had letters of ir.r-

tent for orders with ii reportecl total

talue o1' abor-rt $7,000,0(X)'

It is going to produce llose lsseiu-

blies for-USAF I{epublic F-81 Thunder
jets as sub-corltractor to Ilepublic r\vi-

ation Corporrtionl ior Avro (lanldr it
is to uake outer rving plnels lor
(lF'l00sl aud 1'or cle Havilland it is

going to uranutacture Beaver s'ing and

ir.,,.1.,g. cornporlents. In addition, it is

to do sub-corltract work ior tr"'o elec-

tronic hrnrs. Thes: orclers are expectecl

to boost ert-rployn-ret'rt l:rom its llresent
2()0 to a possible toP of 2,000'

RCN Buys Bells
The llCN has Purchas:d three Bell

helicopters rvhich it plarrs to use in
connectioll $'ith its Arctic operetiot-ts'

The r.r-urchines rvill be basecl at HI'{CS
She:trrr':tt,:r tt!)til sttch titlc :ls Il

s1:ecially built 1:atrol crrr[t tlon'uudcr
constrLlction i,.)r the \avy at Sorel.

P.Q. u,ith helicopter lar.rding platiorrns

iore ar-rd aft is con-rPletecl.
'fhe helicopters u'ill be usecl for spot-

ting ice helcls. ancl getleral cout.t-tuui-

cutions, liaison, arlrl northertl rescue

s ork.

New Sub-Contracfor
(lhatco Stccl Products Ltd.. ol' Til-

bury, Orrtario, hls bcctr giverr the jolr

ol' nr:tnulacturing OIr-10{) sttll-esse;l.t-

blies, acc<-,rditlg 1o lt rccct)t ioiltt all-

ltouncerne nt f ro[n ,\r'rc, car-rada Vice-

Presiclent & (ieneral )[anager Walter
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l)eisher, and Chatco President H. S.

Shannon.
The assemblies to be made by Chatco

include rear centre section iuselages,

rear fuselage sections' tailplanes, rud-

ders, fins, and tail cones.

It is estimated that the program rvill
require from 800 to 1,000 workers'

RCAF Neptunes?
Arr RCAF party recently Paid a

visit to Lockheed Aircraft Corporation
in California, where they studied per-

formance and technical data on the

P2V Neptune. The party, composed of

Beechcralt T-36 twin engine trainer,
has been n-rad: by Canadair President

John |ay Hopkins. American sources

say that the bulk o[ the order has 6;one

to Canadair, rather than to Beech,

whose design proposal was selected by

a narrow margin over Canadair's in
a USAF design contest. Canadair says

rhat it will also be producing an un-

specified number of the traine rf ttans'
ports for the RCAF.

In addition to the aircraft which the

Canadian comfany will produce as a

prime contractor, it will co-operate

with Beech in the engineering design

of the aircraft, and in the design and

fabrication of rnany of the tooling
iten-rs. Production of the T-36 by Can-

Squadron Leader W. Y. lvlartin, Group
Captain R. D. Davis, and Squadron
Leader R. R. Ingrams, also flew in the
Neptune with Lockheed test pilots.

The Neptune has been in service

with the USN since 19-15, and recently
Britain and Australia announced that
they were to purchase fleets of the lat-
est model of the aircraft.

Confirmation
Confirmation of the selection of

Canadair l-imited by the U.S. govern-

ment as ioint producer of the nelv

adair marks the first time the USAF
has placed an order of this size outside
its borders. Canadair's initial share is
reported to be 300 aircraft.

Canadair describes the T-36 as being
basically an advanced twin-engine
trainer, but readily convertible to cargo
transport. The cabin has ten rearward
facing seats, which can be folded arvay

lor quick conversion to cargo carrying.
As a cargo aircraft it provides approx-
imately 500 cu. ft. of space and can

handle 4,000 pound loads.
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TWO GIANTS: Eoch the biggest thing in ils closs, the Hughes HK-l flyin9 boof
ond XH-|7 helicopler ore soon to be ioking to ihe oir. The HK-l firsl flew in 1947

ond is scheduled to fly ogoin this month. Buili entirely o{ Duromold processed
plywood, il grosses 300,000 lbs., ond is powered by eight P & W Wosp Moiors of
3000 hp eoch. Wing spon is 320 ft.6 ins. Below is the XH-l7 "flying oone", soid
io be designed io lift heovy weights shori distonces (tonks, eic.). lts 136 fl. spon,
two-blode rotor is lurned by two Generol Eleclric J-35 turbo iets, lt is lhe lorgesl
helicoper in lhe world, but is noi yet quite reody {or its first flight.
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