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On ‘Clax+on s Lap

Magazme Cover Plcfure: |
- Shows Secret Jet Mode

- *Defense Minister Claxton let the
gecurity cat out of the bag yester-
day. His action came in the form
of a photograph showing in scale
model the still secret Avro XC-&OG
all—weather fightem ;

"The picture, taken three Weeks
ago in his Dttawa office, appeared
on the front page of Saturday
nght, ‘weekly news magazme pub-
hihed in Toronto.

Although all details on the new
aireraft are -still highly classified
by the RCAF, the minister was por-
“trayed with the model held in both
hands and restmg on his lap. The
~ fighter is now nearing the test
- flight- tage at the Malton plant of
Avro Canada, Ltd. 4

thtle more than a year ago, on
Nov. 1, 1948, the New York trade
- journal Awaﬁo Week precipitated |

ition had cha

'was made.

pire fighters. In their early stages)
of development all pictures and in-
formation were prohibited. As they
came into production the securlty
was lessened \

been told by Air Vice-Marshal
James that the model did definite-
ly not portray the XC-100 in its
final, preproduction form.

gines, the fighter is expected to
fly. 675 miles an hour. Its tentative

ices. It was loaned for purposes of |
the picture.. '

‘When the XC-100 makes its a
pearance, he said, it may not bear|
much resemblance to the model.
Continual redesign and modifica-

nged the fighter’s ap-
p;arance since the time the model

CRET, A

He cited the Spitfire and Vam-
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The RCAF spokesman said he had

- Powered by two turbo-jet en-

e

mament’is said to be four cannon.

threats of prosecution when it pub-
lished an inside page drawing of|
hat it described as the XC-100.

Gurtls, the RCAF’'s chief of staff,
and Commxssxoner

weeks before the draw- |

it takes to the air, probably ’some ,
‘time before the year’s end.
Deisher,

. “If there’s an old
~he saxd

Iﬁiormatinn was S0 réstrlcted that
there was not a photograph in the
world showing the XC-100. “I only
know of one model,” he said, “and

-“I had some prominent people in

‘my office just the other day and I
wasn’t able to show it to them.”
. The fighter is under close wraps|
at the Malton plant. Only persons
with special permission from the
RCAF are permitted to inspect it.

‘John Yocom, managing edltmr of
Saturday Night, said the cover
picture was taken three weeks ago
by Capital Press, an Ottawa firm
of professional photographers. It
was taken at Saturday Night's
specific request.

“We didn’t know what the model
“We asked the
photographer to use some aircraft
model as a prop, to increase inter-
‘est in the picture. After-it appeared
3 ard rumors that it ‘was the

Satm'dwy Night made no menuon
4n its caption material of the model.
The picture was selected as an
introductory ﬂlusiranox: to a story
on Canada’s air- defense. It was

jlist another picture,” Mr. Yocom:
aid. i

5 1ssue, 1ron1cally, was

& s )
n the Capxtil C’omment column‘

: ﬁcial Secrets Act to disclose infor-|
mation intended or likely to be of
value to a possible or apprehended

Tenemy.

“Much of the value of defensive
we&pﬁns lies in the extent to which

‘any possible enemy can be kept from
knbwmg much about them.”

"A Defense Department official

doubted whether the pxcture con-|.

stituted any breach of national se-|
ctlr 1ty. B

‘What is secuniw at one tlme,"
he said, “is not security at another.”
Since the XC-100 was nearly ready
to be flown, its security classifica-
tion was being continually down-
graded

- The model dlsplayed Dby Mr. Clax-|

tpn, he said, was borrowed from
Air Vice-Marshal A. L. James, the

v
vice-president.
al manager, could offer|
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RCAF’s member for technical serv-



