


he Awo CF=105 Arrow was un-
veiled to the public on October
4, 1957, when it rolled out of a
hangar in Malton, Ont., delight-
ing 12,000 onlookers. Only flve

of the planes were ever built-a sixth, near-
ing completion, would have been the flrst
one powered by the mighty Iroquois engine
that's tied to the Arrow's memory-yet AV
Roe Canada Ltd. and its innovative jet fight-
er put Canada on top ofthe aviation world in
the 1950s.

The RL-201, the flrst CF-105 Arrow took
its inaugural flight from the Malton Airport,
today's Pearson Airport, oh March 25, 1958.

Less than ayear later. however, on February
20,L959, the Awo Arrolv and Orenda PS-13
Iroquois engine projects were abruptly can-
celled by the Canadan government, which
had commissioned the aircraft for the Roy-
aI Canadian Air Force.

The cancellation \\-as a shock to thou-
sands of AV. Roe ernployees, such as Roy
Nakagawa, an engineer at the company for
the entirety of the project. Roy helped de-
sign the Iroquois jet engine that would have
soon taken the Awo -Wrow to speeds in ex-
cess ofMachz.

Some of aviation's best minds worked for
Ay. Roe and its subsidiary, Orenda Engines
Ltd., designing and bulding jet flghters and
turbine engines. After the cancellation, the
newlyformed United States space program,
NASA, hired engineers from AY. Roe to
help put the flrst man on the moon in 1969.

Other former AV. Roe employees went to
the U.K. and France and helped design and
build the world's flrst supersonic passenger
jet airliner, the Concorde.

LAUNCHING THE ARROW
In the early 1950s, the Department of
National Defence was in need of a fast,
long-range interceptor to protect North
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Above: Robin
Sipe poses

with an Orenda
PS-l3 lroquois
engine he once
owned. Right:
Orenda PS-13

lroquois engine
on display at
the Canada
Aviation and
Space Museum
in Ottawa.
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