
AVRO Al RCRAFT SA UCER : This dra wing was rece ntly re leased by US A F with 
comm ent that it wa s an "art ist' s con ception of a verti c al rising , di sc-sha pe d a ircraft 
which could re sul t from a proj ect unde r de velopment fo r the USAF by Avro Aircraft 
Ltd ." First de sign studies of so-call ed " Proje ct Y" were sponsore d by Canadian 
Gove rnm e nt, whi ch la ter withdrew support for financial re a sons. 

be lieved the new alphabet was no im­
provement, if not distinctly inferior to 
the old one, and several countries de­
cided not to enforce its use . Because 
of ,the complaints, ICAO decided in 
1952 to re-examine the question and 
its member governments were invited 
to collaborate in further studies and 

actual tests whic h would be as object· 
ive as possible. Projects to th is end 
were established b y the U.S. and the 

U.K., a ided 111 a later stage by Can­
ada. 

Reporting on rhe results of these 
tests, ICAO says: "The conclusions of 
this extensive investigation did no t 

bear our the objections raised against 
the ]CAO alphabet, but confirmed 

9tr iking ly the basic soundness of the 
or iginal work. T he new alphabet had 
been criticized beca use of its unusual 

words, number of syllables, and lack 

of rhythm, but the rests showed rh:H 
this alphabet was definitelv better ,than 

the Able-Baker-Ch:irlie alphabet, no 
matter what the bnguage of the 

speaker or listener might be. 
"A remarkable thing about the in­

dependent trials in the U.K .. U.S. and 
Canada was that the same five words 
were found to be causing con fusion 

and that the follo\\·ing changes ... 
would produce the be~t results: Charlie 

f.or Coca , Mike for Metro, November 

for Nectar, Uniform for Union, and 
X-Ray for Extra. With t hese changes 
the tests and trial s pro1ed co nclusively 
that t he number o f mistakes likely 
to occur under difficuh condi tions 
would be much fewer th:rn with ei ther 
the original ICAO alphabet or ... 

Able-Baker-Charlie . . 

New Lund Line 
The appointment of Lund Aviation 

(Canada) Ltd. as Canadian distributor 
to the av iation trade of Nevr-Dull 
aluminum aircraft polish. has bee n an­
noun ced by The George Basch Co. 
of New York. Besides Nevr-Dull. 
Lund A 1·ia tion is now handling in 

Canada such lines as AC Spark Plugs 
( Quebec and .rhe Maritirnes ) , and 
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FEDERAL "LDR" SKIS 
ASSURE CONTINUOUS OPERATIONS IN ALL 

SNOW AND TEMPERATURE CONDITIONS 
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Equip yo ur aircra.ft 1l' i th Fed ­

eral Sk is and "LDR " non­

freeze, no-stick bottoms and 

keep opera ting - with ass ur­

:1nce t•hat you can a lways ta k e 

off /01 r e turn fli ght from any 

sno,1· area 1Yhere the ·a irplane 

c ,n be safely landed . 

THE ONLY COMPLETE LINE OF 

APPROVED SK IS FOR NEARLY ALL 

SIZES ANO TYPES OF AIRCRAFT . 
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