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BY AN ENGINE 
FAILURE!! 

Leavens Bros . skilled 
technicians are fully 
qualified to keep your 
helicopter off the canvas 
and in there fighting for 
the highest $$$ profits 
and lowest lost time 
problems. 

Make sure the sec­
onds in your corner know 
their business . If you 
choose Leavens Heli­
copter Engine Overhaul 
- THEY WILL. 

-Complete overhaul 
and test facilities . 
-NO DELAY waiting 
for that missing item to 
finish a job. Spare parts 
stocked in our supply 
division . 

- D. 0. T. approved 
shop! FAIR RA TES -
EXPERT WORK. For a 
trustworthy Engine over­
haul that will stand up 
and slug you-put us in 

your corner . 

Estimates on request . 

3220 DUFFERIN STREET 
TORONTO 10 

FEBRUARY, 1957 

ONTARIO 

business trends 

TCA's 1956 Record 
Prese nting his rev iew of Trans-Canada 

Air Lint:s' operation during 1956, Presi­
dent G . R. McGregor sa id that for the 
first time more than two million pas­
se ngers had been carried in one year. T he 
yea r's estimated tota l of 2, 100,000 repre­
se nted a 25 per ce nt increase on the 1955 
fig ure of 1,682, 195 . 

In all , he said, roughl y a billion 
revenue passenger mi les were flown on 
TCA's routes in Ca nada and the U. S. 
A furth er 188,000,000 were flown on 
the trans-Atlantic routes to U. K. and 
Europe, and on the so uthern services to 
Bermuda a nd the Carib bean. The total 
showed a 23 per ce nt increase on l 955 
fig ures. 

Mr. McGregor reported "outsta nding 
growth" in almost every phase of the 
company's operations and said the great­
es t number of seat miles so far-so me 
1,635,000,000-had bee n made ava ilable 
in 1956. 

Referring lo the o rdering of the long­
range DC-Ss by TC A, the President said 
th is outstanding feature of the year repre­
sented the first step take n toward the 
commercia l jet age in Ca nada. T he DC-
8s will be powered by Rolls Royce Co n­
way turbo-jet engines a nd will carry J 20 
passengers and three tons of ca rgo at 
550 m.p.h . 

In air freight traffic TCA recorded a 
19 per ce nt increase over the previous 
year, approximatel y 11 ,8 I 5,000 ton-miles 
be ing flown. Ai r maii carriage had in­
creased by 12 per cent to 8,640,000 mail 
ton-mi les. 

By the encl of 1956 TCA had J 8 V ick­
ers Viscount a ircraft in service. These 
transported over a million passenger s 
with a seat occupancy consistently above 
80 per cent. Two more Vicount orders 
were placed during the year bringing the 
number de livered or on order to 38 . The 
ai rline's fl eet also includes 2 1 North 
Stars, fo ur o f them conver ted to freight­
ers, and 24 DC-3s. 

Rcfueling Merger 

Flight Refue ling Inc. of Baltimore has 
acquired the asse ts of Automation In­
d ustries Inc. of Cockeysville, Mel . The 
latter firm will co ntinue design, building 
and construction of specialized automa­
tion systems and will make avai lable 
experience in the automation field for the 
design and development of advanced 
aerial rcfueling systems and fueling sys­
tems requ ired for guided miss ile and 
a tomic energy plan ts. 

Lockheed Orders 

Airline orders received by Lockheed 
uuring J 95 0 LOtallecl approximately $175,-
000,000. The figure represe nts th e highest 
civ il sa les vo l.ume for any year except 
1955 whe n Lock heed sales reached a n 
a ll time record $3 14,000.000. 

DDP Contracts 
Contract fo r $1,331,000 has bee n 

placed with Avro A ircraft Ltd. , Toronto , 
by the Department of Defence Produc­
tion for airframe spares. 

Other contracts went lo Orenda En­
gines Ltd. , Toro nto. for aero engine 
spares ($450,000); Honeywell Contr~ls 
Ltd ., Leaside, Ont. , for spa res and air­
craft instruments ($364,000); Aviation 
Electric Ltd ., Montreal, aircraft instru­
ment spares ($36 1,883); and Godfrey 
Engineering Co. Ltd., repair and . ove r­
haul of cabin su perchargers, aircra[t 
cool ing material and a ir research ma­
teria l ($332,000). 

Apache Sales Advance 
Sa les of the Piper Aircraft Corporation 

increased by 49 % during yea r ended 
September 30, 1956, acco rding to Presi­
de nt W. T. Piper. The company's an­
nu a l report shows gross sa les amounting 
to $25 ,084,000, and net earnings after 
taxes of $2,554,000. Figures for the 
previous year were $16,8 1 3.,ooo gross 
sa les and $1,401 ,000 net earmngs. 

Popularity of the twin-engine Piper 
Apache was given as the chi.ef reason for 
the improveme nt. The machine accou nted 
for abo ut 40 % of the company's dollar 
vo lume. Apache sa les increased by 59% 
ove r the prev ious year and represented 
44 % of a ll light twi n-engine airplanes 
sold in the U.S. 

Aircraft Insurance 
The Great America n Insurance Com­

pany and the Great American Indemnity 
Company have become members of the 
Canadian Aircraft fn surance Group and 
will participate in t he writi~g o f a i!·craft 
hull insurance and a ircraft 1Iabd1ty msur­
ance respectively. Canadian head of-Tice 
of the Great A merica n Compa111es 1s m 
Toronto. with branches in Quebec. Mont­
real, Ott;1wa. London, Sudbury, Winnipeg 
and Vancouver. CA IG is managed by 
Ca na idan Aviation Insurance Man agers , 
Ltd .. in Mont rea l. 

Radar Contract 
A $ 17-million contract for airborne 

radar navigatio n sys tems has been grant­
ed by the USAF Air Ma.terial Command 
to Genera l Precision Laboratory, or 
Pl easa ntville , N.Y. The order is for the 
Dopp ler AN / APN-8 1 and 89 sy,;tems 
which a re said .to provide direct and con­
tinuous readings of a plane's ground 
speed and drift an gle, independent of 
gro und or cel estial guidance. 

Employment Peak 
New peak employment figure in the 

Connecticut faci lities of Pratt and W hi t­
ney Air·craft is 40,000. T his is se veral 
hundred more than the highest employ­
ment figure during World War 11. 
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