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That Invisible Line

There are not likely to be any pur-
chases of de Havilland Beavers by the

American armed services. A law com-
monly known as the “Buy America
Act”, passed in the tough early days
of the depression to protect American
manufacturers. has been dug up by
the USAF to block Beaver sales. The
law does not affect potential civilian
customers however.

The “Buy America Act” states that
all government departments and agen-
cies shall buy for public use only
those products made in the US. {rom
American materials. In an emergency
the Adt provides a loophole. This was
used td permit the purchase of Cana-
dair made Douglas parts during the
derlin Aurlift.

It's Cold Outside

[t s a well known flact that the
American aircralt manufacturers  felt
a sharp pain around their wallet poc-
kets when the Avro C-102 and de
Havilland  Comet  first  Hew  some
weeks ago. The whole situation  fs
in rather well with the old fable of
the tortoise and the snail.

There is something just a bit wist-
ful about a recent statement made by
Wellwood E. Beall, Boeing vice-presi-
dent for engineering and sales. Says
Salesman  Beall: “Recent tlights of
jet-powered experimental air liners in
England and Canada point up one of
the meost  serious  problems  facing
American aircraft manufacturers and
air lines. Perhaps it would be more
to the point.to add to this sentence
“aircraft manufacturers, air lines and
the U.S. Government'.”

“While Britain's subsidized arreraft
industry has built and Hown no less
than six different jet-powered airliners,
and 1s in pmduc[iun on some of these,
we not only do not have a commercial
prototype flying in this country but
have not even begun construction of
an experimental model.

*. .. Manufacturers in this country
are for the moment stopped dead in
their tracks. We at
stance, are in a position® of having on

Joeing, for in-

our drawing boards advanced type
jet transports which are the next log-
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ical step ahead of anything now fly-

ing abread. Our studies chow them
to be not only economically feasible,
but from the mulitary standpoint ab-
solutely essential to a  well-rounded
defence department.

“Our studies show that we could
have a prototype 300 mile-and-hour
jet transport Hying within 18 months
of receiving a contract. Such a trans-
port would be admirably suited to
all routes from 200 miles o 2,500
miles. Our studies are based on exist-
ing Civil Air Requirements, which in
effect penalize the jet, because they
were set up for wholly different cate-
wories of aircra’t. For this reasen our
studies must be on the conservatve
side.”

In eftfect, Salesman Beall thinks that
Jocing  would not have too much
trouble doing the job, but he also
feels that there isn’t much use trying
unless the' CAA 1s prepared to revamp
its regulations so that full use mav
be made of the jets.

He concludes by saying: “Govern-
ment fnancial aid will be required if
we are to overtake and pass the sub-
sidized Briush aircraft industry in its
bid for domination of the future jet
transport hie'd. As things stand today,
it may be that we will lose ot only

world markets to the British jets, but
because of competition may hnd our
own air lines forced into buying Bri-
tish for lack of such types in this
country.”

Prospect

The government
Australia Airl.nes has announced that
it intends to buy either the Avro C-102
or the Vickers Viscount for use on
internal  Australian  routes.  During
September, the chairman of the Na
tional Airlines Commission, and chief
of TAA, A. W. Coles, together with
TAA  Superintendent of Technical
Services |. L. Watkins, inspected the
C-102;

According to a statement issucd
by an Australian government agency
however, one of the questions likely
to be involved in the choice of air-
craft is whether the Avro Jetliner will
be built in England and therefore be
available for purchase without using

™
owned  Trans-

dollars. The Australians hope to in-
troduce straight jets or prop-jets to
their internal runs by 1932,

A Reliable Source

Defence Minister Brooke Claxton
announced last month that plans had
been made to test the Avro Orenda
in the North American F-86A jet
fighter. Complete ground and Hight
tests are to be performed.

The announcement also said that
the engine is definitely planned as the

The Prototype of the Douglas
Super DC-3 made its Canadian
debut on September 19 when it
visited Montreal and Ottawa. The
Super DC-3 was inspected by a
prominent  government,

host  of
RCAF and industrial  personages.
On board the new aircraft was
Donald  W. Douglas  himsell, as
well as his son and other top brass
from Douglas Aircrait.

The visit to Canada was made
under the auspices of Canadian Car
% Foundry Limited,
which would seem to bear out the
rumors that the Canadian irm is to
become licensee for the Super DC-3
in Canada.

Company

Three of the revitalized DC-3's
have already been ordered by ane
American air line,
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