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Calgary couple built models for CBC min~series 
. ,_ ,J_l\.(;I '·h½ 

about the Avro Arrow 
BOB BLAKEY.· 
C;,lga~y Heral~ j' 

M
. ·· · any _Canadians will beam with 

'pride when CBC's mini-series The 
Arrow first shows the beautiful 
Avro Arrow fighter-interceptor 
soaring toward the clouds. 

But none will have a rosier glow than Calgari­
ans Donette and Doug Hyslip, who built the oper­
" ting scale models used in the flying sequences of 
, he drama series starring.Dan Aykroyd and Sara 
notsford, which airs at 8 p.m. Sunday and Mon­
ctny on Ch. 6-9. 

There's never m1y 
• . • • • ···"" doubt over the course 

Preview.;<_ i of the four-hour series 

THE ARROW, star­
ring Dan Aykroyd 
and Sara Botsford, 
ai rs at 8 p.m. Sun­
day and Monday on 

Ch . 6-9. 

that months of pl:m­
ning. building am! 
testing the models 
paid off. Tlw night se­
quences are realistic 
and are blended seam­
lessly with other 
footage, some of it his­

torical. Many viewers 
,,· ill think an Arrow actually survived. as the 
scr ipt contends. • 

for Donette Hyslip, it was a remarlrnble feeling 
'· hen their 10-foot-long Arrow first fl ew. 

•• r would suggest we felt the way that the origi­
•in I Avro employees felt when the fnll -scale air­
pl:i ne got off the ground for the first time. 

" I was proud to be a Canadian, proud to have 
hl'en involved with it." 

IJoug and Donette run the R/ C Hangar on Og­
d••n Road in southeast Calgary. It 's a reta il hobby 
•• 11op that specializes in fl ying model planes. 

Their first experiehce in movie work came 
11·he11 the producers of Angel Flight Down. an 
•\ 11r,-Tv movie that aired last yea1; needed lo 
, ,·;ish a plane on film. Then came anollwr air-
1 •lane sequence on Wild America. 

Two more movies,are in the works fort he cou-
1, IP.. Doug Hyslip says, inclucl ing one in the south 
"" France 

llut The Arrow mini-series was the biggest 
11:i llenge to date. The Hyslips built four fl ying 

David Lazarowych. Calga ry Heralcl 

CANADIAN PRIDE: Doug and Donette Hyslip with a scale model of the Avro Arrow that was 
built for the new CBC mini-series The Arrow. 

models in 11 U - two Arrows, plus two CF-100s, the 
1950sjet fi ghters that. r,anarla was a iming to re­
place with the new clelta-wing wonder. 

Dougnlsonperatcd lhe morlels by rn,liofrom a 

·helicopter during filming. Post -production specia l 
effects arlded snch touches ;is different back­
grounds aml I he exhaust hlast of jet afl Prl>urners. 

Airborn<' camera \\'urk was done at the Airdrie 

" .,.,, ~- f • 

. '\ r/ .,, J J. '' \ 1-· l Ii. /I ~ • . 
airport and at Gimli. Man. ,. --· \:~,._ ,.,, ,;. 

The couple was planning an Arrow model mon ' 
than a year ago when the film-make'rs~ ihcluding 
co-producer Mary Young Leckie and writer Keit Ii 
Ross Leckie, s tarted scouting for something that 
would pass for an Arrow in flight. • ., . 

This was one of two props crucial t~ tJ:ie mini­
series' success. The other was a full-size, non-fly­
ing model of the plane. One turned up·partly 
completed in Wetask iwin, Alta., 233 kin'. north of 
Calgary, where a former machinistimd plane en-

• thusiast, Allan Jackson, was building it as a hob· 
by. , 

Technicians completed Jackson's BO-foot-long 
wooden model as part of a deal for the rights to 
film it in hangars ;cind taxiing on a runway. · 

The nose section of Jackson's model is now on 
cl isplay :it the Reynolds Alberta Museum in We-
taskiwin. • , · .' 

"There's no space ava ilable for that aircraft be­
cause it's so la rge ... Jackson says. 

A committee has been formed to fmd space for 
the full plane, but Jackson says itcouid be a year 
or more before that happens. . 

When the Leck ies got an agreement froin the 
Hy slips to make the fl ying models, the making or 
The Arrow mini -seri es was assured. 

The model makers started last April 1 ai1d harl 
!'JO days to get thP fo ur small planes into the air. 
For the cnnple and a crew of assistan,ts; tnaking it 
happen was a moving feeling, says Donette Hys-
l ip. '.\4'/.,"1.' 11i/', 

She believes viewers will share ih the'ehthusi­
asm of what the orig inal Arrow.accoil::lplishecl b('· 
fore the project was cancelled by the Dlif~baker 
government in 1%9. ~¥. ' 

"It's something that the Canadian public hasn·1 
bpr.n !'xposed to. that Canadians are good enough 
to clo worlcl-renownecl things." she says. 

"It takes me back to when I first found out that 
the Cannclian was in the space shuttle. ·', • • 

"Canadians can do it, and Canadians have in 
the past. The public should be aware of it. We're 
as good as anybody and better than some." 

The Hyslips' moclel is now on display at the 
i\Prospace Museum. 64 McTavish Place N.E. in 
C'a lg;ciry. 

., 




