
Canada's first home-built jet, the Avro C-102, yesterday took to the air at Malton 
Airport on a history-making test flight. It marked the first time this country's aviation 
industry had turned out a jet-propelled air craft. 

Malton Test Success, 
Jetliner Buzzes Field 

By JA;MES HORNICK 
Airline technicians from all over 

iwie world a:re expected here soon· 
to examine tl}e lat!!c.s.t thing in trans­
port. Object of their interest is the 

'jfour-en£l"in~ Avro .Jetliner which 
;flew yesterday for the first time. 

Designed by an all-Canadian team 
)and produced at the Malton plant 
. of Avro Canada Ltd., the Jetliner 
j 2s the only aircraft of its kind on 
, '.the North .%,merican Continent. 

'. In the United St~tes at least 
;,-three · nationally known manufac­
\turers have commercial jets on the 
idraftin g board. None, however, is 
!believed anywhere near the flight 
!stage. The Canadian product, there­
'fore, enjoys a pote11tial market 
·rarely !iUrpassed. 

Although minor refinements have 
yet to be made before the Jetliner 

' goes . on the production line, AVl'O 
.Canada is confident of profitable 
!response from several airlines in 
the Wegtern Hemisphere. The first, 

:c! .course, is TCA. 

Trade Minister HowP. announced 

laeveral weeks ago that Trans-Can• 
ada Air Lines had embarked on a 

, ,reneral retiremenf plan for its 21-
h iassenger intercity Douglas DC-3's. 
\ The obvious successor is the jet, 
;which can · carry 50 passengers 430 
'miles an hour at 30,000 feet. 

To meet the new competition 
-from TCA, such operators as Ameri-
1 can Airlines and ColoniaI Airlines 
.will have to study the Jetliner. 
Others in the American field are 
thinking in terms of faster equip­
ment; if they want jets, Canada is 
their only market in the near 
future. 

In Britain, the deHavilland Enter­
prise recently flew its four-engined 1 
Comet for the firs t time. Canada 
emerged second in the world race to 
turn out a transport designed from 
scratch to carry ~et engines. But, 
although it lost to Britain, yester­
day•s performance places it far 
ahead of the United States. 

Pilot James Orrell made a 2,000-
o take0ff, e-lim bed to 500 feet 

and made a low circuit of the field. 
He had originalJ~, intended to climb , 
quickly to maximum caltitu.de but i 
the machine responded so well to 
its controls he buzzed the factory 
before going up. 

The three-man crew took the 
Jetliner up to 12,000 feet where 
indicated airspeed was 250 miles an 
hour. In terms of ground speed, 
this would be considerably more. 
At no time did Orrell strain the 
aircraft to its ultimate in per~ 
formance. ' 

In the co-pilot's seat was Don 
Rogers, chief test pilot for Avro 
Canada The air engineer was Bill 
l3aker. Orrell came here several 
weeks ago from Avro Manchester 
in Britain to take part in the pre­
liminary tests. 

A Mit.chell bomber of the RCAF 
took off shortly after the jet to ac­
company it on the test and take a 
:!Series of serial pictures. Orrel had 
to th,rottlt:1 well back to keep the 
Mitchell within sight, 

Walter Deisher, Avro's vice­
president and general manager, 
said last night the new plane would 
now enter a period of flying and 
shakedown tests to qualify it for a 
certificate of airworthiness. 

From ·then on, the Canadian 
product will be a big competitor in 
the world market for air transport. 


